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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



It is Temarkable that the topography of Scot- 
land has beta! so mueh neglected, while in 
llie neighbouring kingdom Aate is scaicdy 
a town or hamlet that has not finmd an his- 
torian. Excepting an acpooht of the shires 
of Fife and Kinross by Sir Robert SiUbsld, 
and of the shnre of Renfirew by Oecn^ Craw- 
ibid, we have actually nothing in the liispe 
of a county history; &r the bndP notice of 
Lanaxkdure by Hamilton of Wishaw, (re^ 
cently printed by tiie Maitland Club) is too 
m^igre and imperfect, to admit of being 
classed in the number. 



Various reasons may be assigned for this 
supineness; and the Editor of the present 
volume is inclined to suspect, that, although 
a deficiency of public spirit on the part of 
the landed proprietors may be a very promi- 
nent cause, yet that other considerations have 
contributed not inconsiderably to throw ob- 
stacles and impediments in the way of such 
undertakings. One of the principal reposi- 
tories from which satisfactory information can 
be obtained, are the charter-chests of the dif- 
ferent families in the county, and these, every 
person who has been engaged in genealogical 
pursuits is perfectly aware, are of very diffi- 
cult access. This may arise firom an appre- 
hension that an investigation might lead to 
the detection of flaws in the title by which the 
individuals in possession held their estates. 
There is, in addition, another and too general 
feeling,-— the feair that, in many cases, the 
origin of the family, when t]:aced frwn such 
an authentic source, may. not either be so 



vu 



ancient or respectable as the aristocratic feel- 
ing of the proprietors would wish it to appear 
and be supposed. In truth, if the " Origines 
Scoticse^^ were rigidly scrutinized, the boasted 
family antiquity of the country would, in a 
great many instances, suffer a dreadAil shock. 
It is to be regretted that, at this time, such a 
silly pride should be permitted to operate in 
a manner prejudicial to the antiquary and 
topographer. 

The county of Linlithgow has not, how- 
ever, been without its Historian ; and, in the 
year I7IO, Sir Robert Sibbald published a 
thin folio volume, purporting to be an account 
of the shires of Linlithgow and Stirling ; the 
space, however, allowed to the former was li- 
mited to about eight^nd-twenty pages, and 
the information there preserved is neither full 
nor satis&ctory. 

Having accidentally met with a manu- 
script history of this county, by the late 
Mr. John Penney, writer in Edinburgh, the 
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Editor thought so favourably of its Ynerits, 
that he recommended the publication; and 
it is accot^gly now, for the first time, pre- 
sented, without lilmost any alt^ation or cor- 
rection, to the notice of the public. Mr. 
Penney appears to have bestowed gieat pains 
upon it ; and it will not be disputed diat he 
lias displayed much learning in his remarks, 
and very connderable research in his, investi- 
gations — that his views are, for the most pmrt, 
judicious, and his opinions welUfbunded. 

Mr. John Penney was hcmi at Bathgate, 
upon the 22d of October 1764. His father 
was a small farmer near Bathgate ; and al- 
thpugh his means were small, yet^ from the 
quickness of the son^s apprehension, and his 
desire for learning, he was induced to remove 
him from the school at Bathgate, where he 
was educated, to Edinburgh, whare he re- 
mained until his father died, in the year 
1769. It was originally proposed that he 
should be educated as a clergyman ; but his 
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father^s demise compelled him to relinquish 
his original intention; and, after teaching 
French and Latin for some years, he acci- 
dentally formed an acquaintance* with the 
late Baron Hepburn, who veiy kindly re- 
commended him to the notice of his brother, 
a writer to the signet in Edinburgh, in great 
practice, who agreed to .admit him into his 
office, at a very considerable salary. With 
that gentleman he remained upwards of thirty 
years. 

In October 1801, Mr. Penney married 
Rachael Crease, the youngest daughter of 
William Crease of Nether Keith, a small 
landed prqprietor in East Lothian. This 
lady, after having borne him several children, 
died upon the 18th of June, 1809. In the 
year 1818 he contracted a second marriage. 
He died upon the 5th of February, 1823, 

* He had compo&ed a sermon in Latin, which he 
Heat to the Baron, who, upon a peruisal, was so much 
gratilied, that he interested himself in Mr. Penney, and 
procured him the situation he latterly enjoyed. 



a^cd sixtj-mne^ Ida^^bdbind bim'pRyperty 
to .' a cnnmder^ble <amount. 
^'Some'yaai^^reirioasrr'ib hi&^deatlh^ hbmet 
withrahra^QideBdb/jitlmnighra &il'j i^hich in- 
jured;! Us legs to^^ucKffmriextdnt^xttet 'he 
was\&ever' kfiitnanh lUeta^ivralk' ividtcmt 
attBStance* 'BiiinBig.ihn^ time he:wasncofiifined, 
he tminlaifced^the^SteliiAsdf DavidiritoS^noh, 
\rfaidi he.pei«iitdd:tohis'Ma]e8l7,*Louu(the 
Eighteenth; 'He- also tntiiiCfibed a Latin 
Testament, which he sent to his late Majesty, 
Oeoq^ the Thiifl. .> Besides writing the His- 
tory of -ijiBlitbgDWrhe amused hiixiself 'finmi 
time to tiitie in the composition- of other 
works; in paxticillar^ he w»ote Memoirs of 
Lord 6tay r flx^^ "ga^e' aia Bocount of die Beau- 
ties of Edihburgb^ which'cannot now be found 
among hi)s papers. 

To Mr. Penney^s work the Editor has been 
induced to annex a variety of illustrative 
documents, which, he trusts, will be found 
not uninteresting. They are principally de- 
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rived from the valuable papers collected by 
the late General Hutton, and which have 
been recently purchased by the Faculty of 
Advocates. 



THB 

HISTORY 

OF 

LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 



I.— OP 1T6 NAME. 



The appeUation of this shire is jdainly deriv- 
ed from the name of the county town, which^ 
itself obtained its descriptive title from the 
singular site of i^s loch os lin. The location 
of this lake may properly be called a broad 
concavity ; . and thus the lake^ the concavity y 
and the expanse^ are the three principal 
qualities which entered iiito the ingenious 
minds of the Bntish .people when they im- 
posed this descriptive name on this agreeable 
site. The fine eminence which, runs out into 
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the loch below, the ehurch and palace that 
stand upon its ridge, and the town, skirting 
the eminence, on the opposite side ; as they 
are all modem, do not contribute any qua- 
lity to the formation of the name.* We may 
learn &om the ehartulaoieis, ^at Linlithcu is 
the most ancient appellation^ which in <he 
language of the British settlers here, in the 
earliest times of colonization, signifies the 
concavity of the eocpa^De feVt, or loch. Lin- 
litcu is the name of this place, in the charter 
of David I. to Holyrood, whi^h is theearliest 
notice.f Ih th^ sam6 piihce's grants to* tH^ 
Abbey of Dun&tttnKlH, the htoe is Jttnllth- 
cu.| In fcs chait^^ tci the lifoiSM ctf (Sajft^^ 

• See the site of the palace and locht in Slezer*s PI. 
No. 9 and 10, wherein the town, without any analogy' 
or meaning, is osHfed £i«mtic&and^£tflifiiidbcittiia ; '^'^ 

t Maitland'si^dinl). 145. ^ [The «ppy in Mait^and 
has been very incorrectly printed, in consequence of 
which, Mr. Pitcaihi, in his edttidnV>r'the GhronfooA 
Sauctae Crocis^- pdy»tdy«priRted^fiW,>)t)b JBanxwtype. 
Club, was induced to give an exact copy.— £(|^.] 

$ Sir James Dalrympl^s Collect. 384; ' * 



busken^, die town beais, thfe name of lin- 
litlicu.* In the ancient Taxation thei name 
is LMythku. We thiu perceivQ die appel- 
lation of this bmroagh and shiie> spelt -with 
little or no ^^eiytthrpugfaout^ the liiiole ex- 
tent of the Scote^Saxon penod. Duzing die 
subsequent e^tury, in diQ chartei^ of the 
Bruces and Stewarts, ti^ word is variegdy 
spelt, acicoiding to the humour of die several 
scribeif.f Lynlithgow, LinlytU^, LinU|}i- 
qu, Linliscodi, LinUsoo,' Lithgow, litheow, 
are some of die names df diis town and 8h|]^| 
as they have been vanbusdy written' by difl^ 

* Chart. Cambusk, No. 61. 

f See Robertson^s Index. Llynn, I^n, Lyn, in the 
ancient Bjatish, aigni/y, a loebi a lake, i^ pond, q/tfo^^ 
Richards' Welch Dictionary, liluyd*» Arch^iologia, 
Pryce's'^Archaiologia. Lled^ or Zelh^ signifies, in tiie 
same flpMok^bcbaddi^iTidt]^^ latitude. JllfflHrds'^Weldi 
^ Dictionary. Can, er Ca, means, in that language, a 
hoUow, a ceacaTity. 6M - Owen*B Weleli Dictionary, 
under* the s^eial edtuAtuiaii w^rds, X^ Zb^taaA 
Cio. 'All'ai]idUretiymaki|^eB.i«kt.MiIeLy u]kin the'l^itto* 
rtcal f^^ wiudi cannot be:weU<denied,!th«ttile British 
tribes were the earticst tetbtleirt in Hkk sUireuir diairidti 
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rent derks. .. Li^eiul has, indeed vOoimeeted 
tbe story of a dog with the jor%in of this 
shire . town^ which tradition, with heraldic 
help, has emblazoned, as the armorial bear- 
ings of the corporation, whieh the magistrates 
have been studious to engrave on their com- 
mon seal.* Ingenuity has also stepped out 
to give some descriptive sense to two syllables 
of the word, without attending to the most 
significantprefix^ which. is..undoubtedly Bri-> 
tish, and withoiut adverting tQ the drtfabgra^ 
phy of the name, that is umfocm, fiom ^e 
epoch of record to die accession. of Robert 
Bruce. And ingenuity, after all these in- 
advertencies, instructs us, that Lith signifies, 
in the Saxon, mug or chst; and Grow^ a vnde 
or hollow- But Lye does not recognise Lith 
in this sense, though, in the ficoto-Saxon, 

♦ Statist. AbccKmtf ziv. 546 ; and Bej^an-impmaioii 
of 1^ seal on Uie map of the Lokluans. A:Celtic-6tyH 
mologist might easily* from these tniditioiml circnm* 
stance^, disoorer the origin of iJie.name in> the Gaelic 
Xtn4ialA-ctt, the lake of tha jgnj dog. ^ 
5 



:L(jfth9 by a slight deviation from the original 
meaning, does sigliify sheltered or warm; and 
Gwto he knows not at all, though guu and 
g(m^ in the ancient Oerman,, signify J7a^2<«, 
r€gfip.* Yet this, derivation applies merely 
to. Lithgow, the vulgarized form of the name, 
which, by exduding the £ocA, or Lake^ or 
L^^ leaves the name without any local mean-, 
ing. 

Such, then, are the several appellations of . 
the shirt town which have been given, in 
succession, by the British, the Scots, and the 
Sooto-Saxons. The popular name of the 
shire is still more modem. After, the name 
of Lothian had been given, from the nature 
of the thing, by the Saxon settlers on the 
fine shore from the Tweed to the Avon. Af- 
ter, the name of Lothian had been restricted 
to the country between the Lammermoor and 
the Avon. After, the Lothians, in the sub- 

• Wachter, in foce Gtw. 



sequent reigns of the Alexanders, canae to be 
subdivided into three divisions, Linlithgow- 
shire was denominated We8t-Lothi€tn:* We 
are thus, by Sibbald's invetstigations, carried 
back into the regions of fiction. Boece was, 
perhaps, thcf first who said that Lothian, of 
old, was called Pitkldnd,^ BeHenden, his 
enlarger, adds, ** the first part of this lisle 
(because it was inhabited by Brutus and his 
posterity) was named Britcme. The second 
and mid part (because it was inhabited by 

* sir Robert Sibhatd» indeed^' has dedicated the se- 
cond chapter of his ^^ History of LmHthgowshire" to the 
investigation "of the names of this shire, ancient and 
modem.*'- And the result of this whole chapter is, 
that the monks say, it obtained the name of Lothian 
from Lothus, & king of the Picts. But, on the other 
hand, the very learned David Buchanan gave it as his 
deliberate opinion, fu^d' ^ccordin^ to the best of his 
judgment in a doubtful matter, " that the whole liO- 
thi^ns naay have derived their name from the Water 
, of Leith, which runs 'through the middle of them.**— . 
Ibidem, 5. 

f " Lavdomui PithhncUa, olim appellata.*'— Vide the 
first edition, by Badius, 1526* 



Ptehtis)\f9»mm^PeTUhlane.'*''* And Cam- 
den, &am .the intimations of both^ was the 
first who said distinctly, that Lauden was,, of 
old, from, the Ptcts^ (called Pictlandia,^ . In 
Innes's Chronicles, which are as a^^th^ntic 
and curious aa they are ancient, lAdhtan, 
6x)m the long, residence of the Saxons^ is 
more than once called Saxonia, but n^ver 
Pictland, Penthland, or Pentlandjl while the 

*■ ♦ Bellenderr's Boece, 1541, b. xi.» He aftenvai-ds 
corrects himaclf a little, by rayiog^ that Forth is an 
arm of the sea, dividing Penland from Fife. Dr. Ja- 
mieson considers this as an imdoubted corruption of 
Picbdand, or Petkady. in the same manner as. the de- 
signation of the Pichtkmd Firth has been changed to 
PentiancL Yet a charter of Robert II., in October 
1S72, writes the name of that ftrth, PaUland Fnifu^^ 
Begistrum Roberti II. v. i. This elaboration about 
egregious fictions brings to one's recollection the eru- 
dite work of the learned Wise, to settle the chronology 
of events which nerei happened. So the Picts never 
inhiibited Lothian, even whatever learning may say, 
or ignorance misconceive, as we might, indeed, learn 
from the Ancient Chromdes, in Innes's Appendix. 

t Laudonia, qu» et Xaiuien, et dim, a Pictis Pict- 
landia, dicta* The arst edition, 1586, 477. 

\ See Saxoma applied to Lothian^ in Jnn^s, 789, 
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proper country of the Picts was called, from 
them, Pictavia and Pictinia. But the high 
ground which is denominated the Pentland 
Hills, according to Sir Robert Sibbald, ought 
to be called BenA&nA Hills, that is, the 
mountainous country ; for Ben^ in the Gaelic 
language, signifies a mountain; and the 
Pentland Hills seem the highest in Mid- 
Lothian.* Conjecture, however, is but an 
indifferent substitute for &ble ; and modem 
misapprehension needs not be adopted in the 
place of ancient legend. It was, probably, 
the cession, in 1020, of the country lying 
along the Forth, from the Tweed to the 
Avon, by the Earl of Northumberiand to 
the Scottish king, which gave an ultimate 

788. And proper Scotland, lying nortliward of the 
Forth, is frequently called Pictavia^ from the Piots, 
and once, indeed, titled Pictinia^hnt never Pictland or 
Pentland — Ibidem, 768, 772, 782, 809. 

* Maitland's Edin. 506. Ue was perfectly aware 
that this district tras called the 3ibor^ where the oor~ ^ 
poration of Edinburgh held markets and levied toll, at 
the house of the -Moor.— Idem. 
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triumph to the name of L&thum over Sax-^ 
oma^ without the idle aids of fictitidus &me. 



II.^-OF ITS SITUATION AND BZTBNT. 

Linlithgowshire has the Firth of Forth on- 
the norths Edinburghshire on the east and 
south-east, Lanarkshire on the south-west, 
and Stirlingshire on the west. On the east 
it is separated from Edinburghshire, first, by' 
the Briech Water, from its source till it joins, 
the Amon ; and, after this junction, the 
Amon forms the mpre remarkable boundary 
throughput its course to the Forth, except at 
Mid-Galder, where Edinburghshire intrudes 
somewhat toxat than a mile into Linlithgow<- 
shire. On the west, this county is separated 
from Stirlingshire, first, by the Linn Bum, 
from its rise till its junction with the* Avon, 
which now forms the separation between them^ 
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till it falls into the iB'orth.* 'fhe lei^h of 
the east side, from the foot of Almond, on 
the north-east, to the top of Briech Water, 
on the south-west, is nearly twenty-one miles; 
the breadth is twelve miles, f The superfi- 
cial contents of the whole appear, from very 
minute calculations, to be 121 square miles, 

* On Armstrong's Map of the Lothians, Linlith- 
gowshire lies between 55° 50' and 56° 1' of north la- 
titude, and between -3° 7' and 9^ 38' of longitude west 
from London. Armstrong places Linlithgow town in 
55° 59' north latitude, and 3° 26* longitude west frotn 
London. According to Arrowsmith's Map, from the 
engineer's survey, this shire lies between 55" 49^ and 
56** r north latitude, and between 5" 18' iO" and 3° 
j»l' SC longitude west of Greenwich. The shire town 
stands in 55" 58' 35' north latitude, ahd 3^ 35' 50^' 
west longitude from Greenwich. 

t The greatest extent is on the east side, which 
measures noirly twenty miles from die influx of the 
water of Amon into the Forth, to the south-west ex- 
tremity of the county on Briech Water. The length 
of the west side is nearly fifteen miles. The^ breadth 
of the northern end of this ^hhC) along the shore of 
the Forth, is twelve miles. But the greatest part of 
thi« shire is only about sev^ miles broadi 
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or ^^^4AO statute acre^* "Dm estimate is 
somewhat above the computatioD in the Ag- 
ricultural View. Now, the population of 
Linlithgowshire being \TfiVJ souls in 1801, 
this enumeration shows, that there are some^ 
what more than 147 persons to every square 
mile. Thi« shne has been several times sur- 
veyed. It was first examined, by a. scientific 
^e, by Timothy P^nt,- who has left. us,. ^in 
Blaeu's Atlaa Scotissj a ,map4)£ JLo^Aum and 
Ltnltthquo. ^ Adair made>a,map4)f LinUtk-' 
gowshire, which was etkgstLV^:ia/ji Kichiiid 
Co^er. And ihis coun^ -was afterward in^ 
eluded by Anisistixmgin his^map of the tbtee 
Lathiana. There is also a:late excellent map, 
firom actual survey, by Formil;. Itis to Jl^e 
lam^ted, perhaps^ th^:^ whatever jna^u Jbe 
gai^ned in aceuracy by new surv^s is gene- 



kKj ^V • ■. 



*.The sikperficwof ^his wmty, onjArroframith'i 
Map of the Lothians, is only 122 square miles, or 71,680 
statute acres ; but on Arrowsmith's Map of Scotland, 
it is 121 square miles, or 77,440 statute acres, 
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rally lost by excluding all that is curious in 
local objects. 



Ill, OP ITS NATURAL OBJBCTS. 

In this shire there are many objects which 
are worthy of the attention of the inquisitive 
naturalist. None of the protuberances of this 
district rise into lofty eminences ; neither is 
its surface by any means flat. It is diversi- 
fied by a number of small hills, which dp not 
rise to any inconvenient elevation. The most 
remarkable of thend forms a range, which runs 
from Bowden, across the middle of the coun- 
ty, in an oblique direction from north-west to 
south-east. Gaim-naple, the most pronunent 
centre of this range, rises to the height of 
1498 feet above the level of the sea ;* and 
Cockleme, on the western part of this range, 

^ Statist. Aocount, iv. 405. 
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riaestothehdghtbfSOO&et* The Kipps 
Hills, Knock Hills, and Dnuncross Hills, all 
form conspicuous parts of this range. Ri- 
carton-edge and Binny-craig may also be 
deemed a part of this range, and rise to a 
ccmsiderable devation. The second dass ol 
hills, which are more worthy of notice, is va- 
rioualy distributed, throughout the northern 
parts of the county, along the Forth. Of 
those the most conspicuous are,' Mons Hill, 
Craigie Hill, and Dundas Hill, in Dabcnenie 
parish; Ciaigton Hill and Binns Hill, in 
Aberdsm parish — from whenoethe beauty and 
grandeur of the prospect are unri¥alled--^-ajid 
Irongardi, in Linlithgow parish.'f The mid* 
die and western districts of the county are the 
most hilly ; the east and north are the most 
plain. The southern divisions of this shiie 
consist mostly of moor, moss, and morass, 

* Statist. Account, xiv. 590. 

f Vide Statistical Accounts, Agricultural Survey, 
and Amutrong^s Map of the Lothiaoi. 
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with .few heights of any devatunL In gene* 
ral, the hills in this ahixe are holh juseful and 
ornamental, nearly the wl^ole of ^em affind- 
ing abundant gasturage from a grassy stur- 
faoe ; many of them being ornainented with 
woods, and some of them containing valuaUe 
minerals.* 

In Linlithgowshire there are not many 
waters of great extent. The only lakes are, 
the- loch at linlilhgow town, and Lochooat, 
in Torphidien parish* The lake at Linlidi- 
gow occupies about 154 Engli^li. acres, and 
contains pike, perch, and eels.*f- Lochcoat^ 
wKidi is now drained, occupied about 22 
English acr^,:]: • and it ^also contained .pike, 
perdi, and eels.§ There was some revenue 

* Binnshill, in Abercorn, is arable to the summit, 
the Boil being rather richer than the adjaeent pbdn ; 
and every species of grain is caltivated on it with ad* 
vantage.— -Statistical Account/xx. 385.' 

f See the Map oi Lothian, and Statistical Account, 
adv. 560. 

I According to a measurement on the map. * ' 

5 Agricultural View, vi. Statist. Aoconnt, iv« 4^. 



16 

derived from LinHthgow loch fonnerly, but 
at present it produces little or none. Loch- 
coat emptied its superfluous water by a stream 
from its north-west end, which fell into what 
was appropriately called the Eel Ark, and 
from thence ran, under ground, more than 
200 paces, when it broke out by a sprang, 
which finmed a streamlet which flowed into 
tihe Avon.* Of large rivers this county can-* 
not boast ; yet it is well watered by several 
streams for every domestic purpose, while the 
Amoh on the east, and the Avon on the west, 
are the only considerable rivulets. ITieAmon 
is chiefly formed by three small streamlets, 
whick rise within the eastern border of La- 
narkshire, and, being, joined by the Biiech,' 
ihe united stream flows in an easy course be- 
tween Linlithgowshire and EdinburghiAire, 
till' it falls into the Forth at Cramond, after 
a courseof twenty-four miles, that forms the 
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drain of Edinbulrgh on the west^ and Lin- 
lithgow on the east. The Amon receives 
also Brocksbum, with several sm&Qer streams, 
which drain the eastern districts of diis 
county. 

The Avon, which more properly belongs 
to Stirlingshire, wherein it rises^ and ta:avers- 
ing that shire for six or seven miles, enters 
Linlithgow at West Straith. It now sepa- 
rates the two conterminous shires through- 
out a course of twelve miles, when it ,&lls 
into the Forth. The Avon, as it flows, re- 
ceives some supplies firom the Logic Water, 
which drains much of the western divisions 
of Linlithgowshire, and from the Linn Bum, 
that forms the boundary of the two counties, 
throughout four miles, before it mix^ with 
the Avon. With other rivulets, Midhope 
Bum and Dolphingston Bum drain di^ 
narthem parts of this shire. The Avon and 
the Amon are more useful for the driving of 
mills than beneficial for fii^, which have been 



% 
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forced from their haunts by the (^rations of 
agriculture and manufacture.* 

The Avon has long had the hcmour of be- 
ing the western limit of Lothian. But the 
Forth, either as an object of ornament, or as 
a contributor of profit, is of the greatest im- 
pcNTtance to Linlithgowshire. It washes six- 
teen. miles of the northern shores of this coun- 
ty. This estuary supplies sites for salt-pans, 
fish for food, and harbours for its traffic. The 
banks of the Forth are generally high, except 
towards the west, where a track of 2000 acres 
are left dry, at every reflux of the tide, near- 
ly opposite to the parish of Borrowstownness.i* 

Neither does this shire want mineral wa- 
ters. Near Torphichen there is a spring 

* Agricultural View, 0. Wood's Cramond, 93. 

t Sibbald says, this track is called the Lady*s Half. 
Some Dutchmen formerly offered, in consideration of 
a long lease, to bank out the tide, and thereby to con* 
rert this alluviated track to the various uses of life. 
But their proposals were rejected by a weak-sighted 
proprietor.— Vide Sibbald*s Linlithgowshire, 18 ; also 
the Statistical Account, vol zviii* p« 443* 
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which is strongly impregnated with iron, and 
which was formerly much used as a tonic.^ 
Upon the estate of Kipps, within Torphichen 
parish, at the foot of the west bank, there, is 
a vitriolic spring. N^gtr Carriber House there 
is a mineral spring, which,, as it resembled 
the Moffat waters, was formerly mnch resort-, 
ed to, however much it is now neglected. 
Near the church of Ecclesmadi^n there is a 
mineral springs which is called the Bullion 
VFe//, which also resembles the Molkt wbt- 
ters, and which has lately lost its visitors, 
while it has retained its virtues, "f In the 
vicinity of the salt-works, on the west of Bor- 
rowstownness, there is a mineral spring, the 
waters whereof, as they flow, deposit a good 
deal of yellow ochre, and exhibit a mixture 
of sulphur and of salts. J 

*' Statistical Aoodunt) vol. ivs. 466w Ff>omtkat cha> 
lybeate spring the se^t of Walhouse may, perhaps, have 
derived its mane*. 

f Sibbald's Linlithgowshire, 14; and Statistical 
Account, vol. ii. p. 3$7> f IlHdem, 18.^ 
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'This small countjr^ abounds with minerals 
of the most useful kind. , Pit coal is said to 
have been dug, in the parii^ of Bonrowstown- 
ness, upwards of five hundred years ago. 
Coals w^e well- known, and generally work- 
ed, during' the reign of Alexander III. They 
have continued to be raised in great quanti- 
ties. The average quantity which is yearly 
dug amounts to 44,000 tons, and much 
whereof are exported^ at the price of 7s. 9d. 
per ton ; the neighbouring country consume 
the remainder. The chew coals are carried 
to London ; the small coals are consumed 
chiefly by the salt-pans.^ The parish of 
Caridden abounds with coals of a, finer qua- 
lity, and which yield a higher price. They 
are sent to London, to Holland, to Germany, 

• Statistical Account, xvUi. 436, 437. This colliery 
employs about 250 persons. Sibbald, who published 
during' the reign of Queen Anne, mentions, in his Lin- 
lithgowshire, 17,. that there were then several well« 
peopled villages in this vicinity, which were maintained 
by the many coal-pits. 



and to the Baltic.^ ' In DaliAenie. parish, 
coaL is also found.. f In Eeclesmadian pa*, 
rish, coal appears on every farm, yet it is not 
converted to much'profit4 In the parishes 
of Uphall, Whitburn, Torphich^, and Bin- 
nie, there is also abundance of cdal,§ And 
we thus see that coal usefully exists in almost 
every district of Linlithgowshire. Limestone, 
also, ever3rwhere abounds in this county ; is 
manufactured to great prdit, and is distri- 
buted to general advantage. || The whole 
shire seems to stand on a bed of freestone, 
which is of the finest quality, and is distri- 
buted largely for domestic supply and for fo- 
reign use.^ There are several other sorts 
of stone, as whinstone, granite, slatestone, 

• Sibbald*8 Linlithgowshire, 19. Statistical Account, 
i. 98. 

t Statist. Account, i. 2S6. { Idem. ii. 3(58. 

§ Idem. 1. 3+9 ; xvii. 299 — 304; iv. 466; xiv. 560. 
Sibbald^s Linlithgowshire, and Transactions of the An- 
tiquarian Society of Edinburgh, 147. 

g Idem. % Idem. 
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aiid biK(dIts,. which are everywhere fouud in 
Linlithgowshire:* On Dundas Hill there 
u 'a basaltie rqek^ 250 yards loaig, and ab<mt 
60 feet high) with an almost perpendieidar 
front) the whole consisting of a bluish granite 
of a very fine texture.*!* In Bonowstownness, 
in Tor]^ichen, in Bathgate, in Abercom, 
and, p^haps, in other parishes, ironstone is 
found in gteAt abundance. | Silver and lead 
mines have. bepa .fomieriy wrou^l; in Liii- 
lithgpw parish to ifit^pie aoeount.§ A vein of 
silver was discovered in a limestone rock with*- 
in Bathgate paffisb? but the produce ^ not 
pay the expense of raising the ore.|j In the 
rivulets within Torphichen parish, mundic 
has been found. ^ This shire is rich in 

* Idem. Sibbald speaks of figured stones which are 
found in Bathgate Rills. Vide his Linlithgow and 
Prodvornu^. 

t Statistical Account, i. 237. 

I Idem, zviii. 441 ; iv. 466 ; ti. 349 ; xx. 309 ; and 
TransactionB of the Antiquarian Society of £din. 147. 

$ Idem. xiv. 562* . 1| Idem. ii. 349. 

f Sibbald*8 Linlithgowshire, 23. 



marl. Shell marl was diagged from Lin- 
lithgow Loch in considerable quantities, till 
the benefits of lime as a manure superseded 
the use of it.* In Dalmenie parish there is 
a morass of nine acres of shell marl.-)* In 
the parish of Abercom, shell marl is also 
found. In Uphall parish, both shell and 
stone marl eidst, though not in great quan- 
tities. Here, too, are found ¥NiIlers^ earth, 
Potten^' clay. Brick clay, and red chalk. J 
Such is the copious catalogue of the useful 
minerals of LinlithgQw^lnref. Its plants may 
vie witli its minerals in variety, fliough not 
in value. § ■ * 

* Statistical Account, j^v. 551. f ^dem. i|. 237. 

I Transactions of the Antiquarian Society of Edin- 
burgh, 147. 

§ There is a scientific list of the plants of this county, 
at the commencement of the eighteenth century, in ' 
Sibbald's History of Linlithgowshire. . I 
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IV»— OF rSS ANTiaUITiES. 

At die Christian epoch, the British tribe 
of the Gadeni, who were probably the de- 
scendents of the original settlers, Wefe the 
rode inhabitants ;of the area of Linlithgow- 
shire.* Of this people, the tc^graphieal 
language is the earliest antiquities. The 
names 4>f the waters generall]^ aUd the ap- 
pelbtic^ of Linlitihkcu, the «hire town j pajrti- 
cularly^ safe Bridsh in thdbr origin, add^de- 
scriptiverin their a^Upatioiia. The Forth is 
plainly tljue Biffish Partk^ whieh changes to 
Forthy an ^sWary. The Avon, in the Bri- 
tish, means a river; and'of Avon, Ajbochi «s 
a vari^, the,"m" being sometiines converts 
ibte; The' Corral, a jiv\de4, as wett as Jber^ 
which, wlieiijMrefijsed to it, form& the well- 
known liasae ol Abercomy the influx of lite 
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Cornie. The Ltnbum is a pleonastie appel- 
lation for a rivulet, the British Lin, and the 
Saxon Buruy signifying equally a streamlet. 
Caerloury, Carriber, Caermenden, in Living- 
ston parish, the Cannondean of modem maps; 
Dumanin, the Dalmenie of the present day, 
are all British in their origins. Bangour is 
the same as the Bangour of Wales, and is 
from the same source. Ochiltree, which was 
formerly Ucheltre^ derived its name from the 
British Uchel^ high, and fre, a dwelling. 
The house of Ochiltree stands on the summit 
of a hill. Incb«of« was formed by prefixing 
the Scoto-Irish Inch to the ]^tii^ Cors^ a 
fen. The Cam and Oa^, which appear in 
the names of several places, a|:e common both 
to the British and Gaelic tongues, as Eglwys 
and Eecles are equally common to both. The 
Peel of Linlithgow, and the Peel of Living- 
stone, derive their appropriate names from the 
British Pilly which signifies sk forty and was 
afterwards adopted into the Scoto-Saxon. The 
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prefix in Caer-iden is merely the British 
Caerj a fort, which was applied allusively, 
by the Gadeni people, to the Roman station. 
To the language of the living, the burial 
of the dead forms the next class of the ear- 
liest antiquities. In Torphichen parish, and 
upon Lochcoat Hills, there is a large cairn 
of stones, which denotes the interment of an- 
cient warriors.* On a high bank of the 
Forth, about a mile west of Bambugle Castle, 
there is a sepulchral cairn, 500 feet in cir-. 
cumference, and 24 feet high.-f Near Kirk- 
liston, there is a circular tumulus, of great 
antiquity, which is composed of earth, and is 
surrounded with large rough stones, that are 



* In the adjacent grounds there have been found 
stone coffins, containing human bones. — Vide Sibbald's 
Linlithgowshire, p. 26. 

f It is composed of small stones, granite, quartz, 
ironstone, and limestone, which had been collected 
from the neighbouring grounds. It is called by the 
country people, the Earl Cairnie. — Vide Statistical 
Account, vol. i. 238. 
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placed at some distance fiom each oAker.* 
On the south bank of the Amoh, ai^ opp^ 
site to Li'vingstone Hoase, there aie four se- 
pulchral tumuli, which appear to have been 
formed from excavations of the earth, ^ieh^ 
still appear around them. The country^ peo^ 
pie uniformly ascribe these ancient -mxtkB to 
the Picta.f To the cairns and barrows migr 

* i^atistical Account, x. 66 — 75. Along the banles 
of the Amon Water, stone coffins and many human 
bones have been found, and fre^ueiitly dug up^ ati4 
which clearly evince, that, in this district, and in an^ 
cient times, many tragic scenes and bloody conflicts 
arast have happened. On the way to the South Queen's 
Ferry, also, a little to the northward of CramondBridgf^, 
there were found, by those who were enlarging the 
public road^ some stone cases, which were composed'of 
six square stones, about a -foot long, and one foot broad, 
and which contained ashes. — Vide Sibbald's Roman 
Antiquities, 51. 

•f Statistical Account, xx. 15. In two of those bar- 
rows which have been laid open, there were found near 
the surface a great number of stone coffins, containing 
the remains of human skeletons, and which, upon their 
being exposed to the open air, crumbled into dust. 
These coffins were formed of rough flag stones, and 
were, in*general, not more than five feet long, without 



be added stones of menrsirmL Iiy the wood 
of Abeisoniy there is a; cear^ grey stotie^, 
stiuiding^ on end^ whicli t|adtti«ti intimates 
\^ have been the appropriate site of aneient 
meetings.* Near Bathgate^ diere is a re- 
markable standing stime upon a fiurm,. which 
16 named from it, Stonertg. f There are atee 
memorial remains of the Dniid worship; In 
T^hiehen parish,, neaar Kijips Hxrasr, the9« 
is a eromiecfa^ whsreon, say^ tnudtionv sacti- 
fiees were amnestljr peEfamied. j: Near ikin 
Cromlech^ these ia a Droid ciiele of ^l^nes, 
whidi are. set npriglu, hBvmg one or two 
placed^ in- the centre. On a: small eminence 

^ 

aajii Cor«riifg.^ S«T4aal«otb«r stoiia eoffinSy ■ of thfr Sftne 
kind and dimensions, fiave been dug up in the same 
ireigixbonrhood. 

• Statistical Account, uc 339. 

f Armstrong's Map. 

t This cromleeh is of » large sise^ and is compesed 
of four great Ti^ii»toiies in^tfl^ rode state, three where- 
of are supporters^, and- the fornix is plenedupen them, 
in an inclined position to the 80utb.-.-$ibbald*s Imi* 
lithgowsbire, 26. 



in this vicinity, there is a single stone, of ^ 
conical shape, which stands on end. * To 
objects of worship may be subjoined places 
of strength. Near Linlithgow, on Cockleme 
Hill, the Gadeni had a fort, the vestiges 
whereof may still be seen ; and^ at the bot- 
tom of this hill, there is the appearance of 
an entrenchment, f Iii Torphichen piarish; 
on Bowden Hill, there was a similar fort; 
the summit of the hill was surrounded by 
double ramparts and entrenchments, in a cir- 
cular form, and which may still be traced. | 
In this parish, on Gaimpaple Hill, which 
rises to the height of feet above the sea 

level, there are similar remains of an ancient 
Strength.§ There also appears to have been 
a fort of the same people, on the top otSinns 

* Sibbald*s Linlithgowshire, S6. Gouch*8 Cambden, 
iii. 318. Statistical Aeeount, iv. 470. 

f Sibbald, 26.. Statistical Account, xir. 569. 

X Sibbald, 26. Statistical Account, xiv. 470 ; and 
Armstrong's Map. 

§ Armstrong's Map. 

5 
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Hill.* Near Linlithgow, on an eminence 
above Ochiltree Mill, may yet be seen the 
remains of a similar fortlet.-f- Such are the 
antiquities of the Gadeni people, the earliest 
inhabitants of this district. 

Yet the strength of the Gadeni did not 
prevent the invasion of their country by a fo- 
reign in<aruder, who knew how to conquer and 
to civilize. The epoch of that invasion is 
81 A.D., when the Romans, under Agrico- 
la, seized the peninsula between the Forth 
ai^d Clyde, which he secured by a chain of 
fiNTts, and garrisoned by soldiers of a different 
lineage. And thus were the Gadeni, the 
ancient possessors of the land, subdued to a 
foreign power. The year 83 may be consi- 
dered as the epoch of the first arrival in the 
Forth of a Roman fleet. Agricola, during 
the same year, passed from this peninsula, 
near Gaeriden, to the opposite shore of the 

* Armstrong's Map. 

f Statistical Account, ziy. 470. 



SB 

Fordi/in qncst of the Horestii. The valour 
of die tribes beyond die estuary did not pre- 
vent the disadvantageous caodiHiion of the 
war ; and the Oadeni eountry remained with- 
in the jurisdiction of the Roman conquerors.* 
It was fifty-five years afterwards, and dur- 
ing the reign of the Antonines, diat a wall 
was buih, under Lollius Urbicus, fipom the 
Clyde, near Old Kilpatrick, to the Forth, 
at Carriden. It entered this shire when it 
crossed the Avon at Bankend, whence it pro- 
ceeded to Inves-A^cm, where was placed a 
station upon the wi^.f From this poskicm 

• See Caledonia,, vo]. i. b. 1, ch. 3. 

•j* Gordon, Horseh!7,and Roy agree in stating, ~ti»t 
no v«ttiges of Ijiis ittation remdined. Itin. S^t. 60. 
Britan. Roman. 173. Mil. Antiq. 162. Sibbald, how. 
ever, says, "At Inveravon, there 'is yet standing part 
of a ]ftoman -tuxris speculatorium, juiii 6xe traidc of the 
other buildings may yet be seen," (Sibbald's Linlith- 
gowshire, 17,) which those writers seem not to have 
examined. Yet the miiiistier of Bovrowstmvnness, who 
surveyed those objects in 1796, says, *' the Roman wall 
is still distinctly visible, on the east bank of the Avon. 
At Inveravon the rums qfa Roman tower still remain. 
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tbe wall- proceeded e^tward to Kinneil.* 
The track of the rampart may be fidntly 
traced to the house of Grange, beyond which 
it may be seen further eastward, pdnting to 
the high bank of the Forth, at Cairideu, 
where probability and remains equally evince 
that it must have ended. *|- 

This celebrated fence thus traversed this 
fihise the extent of 7^50 yards, from its en- 
it WAfl built of common freestone, and stands in a very 
conspicuous place.**— Statistical Account, xWii. 441. 

• Between Inveravon and Kinneill, which are dis- 
tSBt S400 yards, there are yet some fiunt traces of the 
ditch, JRoy imagines there may have been a station 
at KinneilL— Milit. Ant. 162. 

f Vide Sibbald's Linlithgowshive, 19, 80; Oordon'n 
Itinerary, 60 ; and Horseley's Britannia Romana, 173 ; 
and Roy's Military Antiquities, 163 ; Statistical Ac- 
count, xviiL 441 ; and see Oildas, who speaks of Hair 
JEdeu, 08 an andeat cUy; and Bedfl^ book i. chap. 13. 
The minister of Carriden adds, in 1791, << About fifty 
years ago, in digging stones to build a park dyke, axes, 
pots, and vases, which were evidently of Roman work, 
manship, were here found, and sent to the Advocates* 
Iiibiary.**«^tatistical Account, 1. 100. Sibbald's Lin. 
lithgowshire, 19. Gordon's Itinerary, pp. 60, 61. 
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trance at the Avon till its end at Carriden,* 
the Penuahel of the Picts, the Penueltun of 
the Saxons. -f- 

The Romans were probably the first makers 
of roads in this shire. A military way accom- 
panied the wall of Antonine throughout its 
whole extent, for the accommodation of the 
troops who defended it. } From the Roman 
station at Cramond, a Roman road proceeded 
westward, along the shore of the Forth,, to 
Carriden; crossing the Amon, it entered Lin- 
lithgowshire, and, passing thence by Baxn- 
bugle Hill, it crossed Ecklin Moor, where 
its remains plainly appear, and proceeded for- 
ward to the end of the wall.§ The Romans 
appear to have had several small posts along 
the shore of the Forth, firom Carriden to Cra- 
niond, as Gildas and Bede, our oldest anti- 

* Roy's Military Antiquities, p. 163. 
f Bede, chap. 12. 
f Vide Roy's Military Antiquities. 
§ Maitland's History of Scotland, i. 203. Roy*s 
Military Antiquities, 103. 
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quaries^ dearly inlimate.* One of these is 
supposed to have occupied the site of the old 
castle of Abercom.f At some distance east- 
wajrd from Abercom, th^e are vestiges of a 
sEoall Roman camp at a windmill which be* 
longed to Dundas of Manar.j: 
. These remains seem to ponfirm the intima- 
tions of those early antiquaries who speak of 
the Roman towers along the bank of the 
Forth. There is even some reason to sup- 
pose that the Romans may have had a villa 
on the distinguished site of the shite town, 
wiheve the Gadeni had a hamlet befiire them.§ 

* « In littore, quoque, ooeani, ad meridiem, quo naves 
eocum habebantur, quia et inde Barl>aiorum irruptio 
timebatar, turres^ per intenraUa, ad prospectum maris 
coUocant"— Smith's Bede, 50. 

f Sibbald*8 Linlithgowsbirej 20. Statistical Ac- 
count, zx. 399* 

j^ Slbbald's Unlithgowshire, 20. 

. § Idem. 15. la 1781, an urn, full of Roman coins, 
was turned up by the plough in the fiurrough Aloor^ 
close to the town of Linlithgow. Of these 300 ooins^ 
which were about the size of a sixpence, Jbf4 of the 
Emperors Vespasian, Domitian, Tngan, Autoninus 
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Heve ilie Remans irnnttiifld till thcor late 
departure, afW a rendenoe of more thaa SBO 
yesfs willim this shiiel 

The 'descendants of the subdued and civil- 
izod Gadeni retained tl^ lands vhiefa Hhey 
occupied, and resumed such a govemmeiit as 
pleased diemsal^es^ bat iB^ther the Picts, 
who ihad no rights to^their lioids, and no pe&- 
tensions to i^heir .government, abr :die Scots, 
who^dsd not i^en isihabit N<ordi Bntain, ia- 
teirrupted 4sheir •enjoyments. Dtucbg m -eaady 
period cf their independeiKoe, -the Aomaaniied 
Britcais^ rf &is 4^iie twere inmuled % o mem 
people from the neighbouring continent.* 

PiuSy Marcus Attrelinfl, *two of Hadrian) 'and two of 
the SmpresB Faustina, were presented by Bobert'Clei^E, 
tlie provost of Linlithgow, to the AntiquarySodety of 
Bflinburg^. Vide Transact. «0» Yiet I i»mrot con- 
cur with Camden and his followers, in considering £itt- 
lithgow as the Lindum of Ptolemy, which las heen 
placed St Ardodi, on much better prindpleB. Tide 
Oough*8Gambden,iii. 305. ^ijMiald^i iiiidHfagowftiie, 
14. But Pennant states 4he same -point merely as a 
suppoidtion. Scot. Tour. 'ii.^Sl. 
* 'NeimiuSy 'XzzTii. 
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But there is heit&t evidence of the fiict than 
the obfleiue notices rf half-infimsed writers. 
T%e langu^ which those German people 
left, in the names of pkces, evince giifficient* 
ly that thqr settled in ihis 4sihire4 tfiough, 
pediaps, not in -great nuidbec, during the 
fifth and sixth centuries. * Yet slich nanies 
ajoe juktiAimaBDOs, nor do ihey eidtibit tamcli* 
Cfa^thidnn in their general cast.*}- The 
AaighKfiaxon names in the topography oi 
lliis shire rate in number to the Sdoto-Iriflh 

* West Loihian eihibits in its map fewer Saxon 
wdsds tthsn Jiid Lothian and fkwt Lothiali, and ismw 
still than Berwickshire. The Saxon-words which chief- 
ly appear within Linlithgowshire, in the names of places, 
M» SBttno, •or Xaio,4i hill, 4n iw$he ^namea; Xiw, :or 
Zm^, A fidd or pattoERge, in fioo names ; iS%aw» B 'wnod^ 
in two names ; Hobn, a flat field, in one name ; By, a 
luibitatton, in one liame ; Shm, a ^dwelttfig. hk ^em 
wune.; fibii^ a hallow or feoeis, in tew names; Jhm 
a valley, in Uiree names ; Skid, a shieling, in three 
mtmw; Bigi-wnAjge, in «iror;«^ names; GAetfer,,a 
Inflation, in ene'Dama. 

f None of the names of places in this shire oihiUt 
iflMtaion'Woids Ded, Omigh, Thntqhot TTkMit^wiuch 
appear in the more soathem counties. 
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as only 1 to 3. Neither is there in it ^y 
appearance which cotdd induce a fair inquirer • 
to suppose that the Northumbrian Danes 
ever settled in Linlithgowshire.* The out- 
line, of the history of West Lothian, as it. is 
intimiated by Bede, is con^rmed by those to- 
pographical notices. Many years elapsed, 
aitetiiie settlement of the Angles in Lofiuan^ 
before a regular government was settled with- 
in this extensive region. Edwin, who as- 
sumed the Northumbrian seeptre in 617 
A.D>, stretched his jurisdiction from the 
Huinber to the Avon.-f- But neither the 
episcopate of York, nor the bishoprick of 
Lindisfium, existed at that epoch. When 
this bishoprick was established in 635 A.D., 
dunng the second year «f Oswald, the potent 
Northumbrian king, the episcopate of Aiden 

* There is no instance of the FeBUere, n&c is thcere 
any other appearances that seem to poidt to a Danish 
or Norwegian people, 

f SitithV fiede. Appendix No. ^ with the map an- 

nc^Led. 
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was made ioo-extensive with the kingdom of 
^Oswald in Lothian. A monastery was es- 
tablished as early, perhaps, at Abercom, 
Here, in 684 A.D., was settled the seat of 
the bishoprick of the Picts, with Trunwin 
for their bishop. But this establishment did 
not last long ; and the defeat and death of 
Egfrid, in 685, gave a &tal shock to the 
Northumbrian kingdom in Lothian. Yet 
the power of the Northumbrian king, and 
the jurisdiction of the bishop of Lindisfam, 
over every part of Lothian, continued for 
ages, however they may have been impiiired.* 
At a later period, when Kenneth, the son of 
Alpin, conducted his Scots from Argyle .to ^ 
the land of the Picts, the Lothians were at 
that epoch called AS<aji;oma,-(- from the conti- 
nued prevalence of the Saxon people. 

* When Bede finished his history, in 732 A.D., he 
described Northumberland as extending along the Forth 
to the Avon. Smith's edition, 650. The Picts lived 
beyond the Forth. 

f See the Colbertine Chron. No. iii. in Innes's Essay. 
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Tbc Gaelic Scots now gained the ascend- 
ancy. Scaouia was j&eqnentty ovemm fay ^ 
KeBQBth.* It was feebly defended liy the 
Notthumbrian powero, who weze thansehnes 
weakened by distiAodon. This sfaxre became 
the contentious scene whereon tibese seveial 
people eontend^ fer supenoidty. The Sax- 
ons of Nar&umdberland withdrew from the 
struggle. And, in lOSOi, die LodiianB were 
resigned to the'-Scottiili kings fer ever. From 
the. scantiiiess, however, of Ae fiaxon names 
of places, we may easily suppose, that the 
Saxon settlers>never pei]|ded this riiiie to any 
great extent. The Gaaefie x^ksHsts planted 
it with gteaJba numbers, or were mnre basf 
in giving ^&x own names to the places of 
llieir residenee.^ Hioae Oadic mOBes pve- 

* See the Golbertine Chronicle, No. iii. ia limes*s 
Eflsay. 

t The foUowing bis the mdtt BemftdBable GoiHc 
names wHch ocear in the shise of SanUthgow^ namely, 

Achinhead, Balnbairdie, ^Bflamhougle, 

Balncrteff, BflSgieen, Bearini^, 



89 



vail, and perhaps the Scottish settlements 
were most numeious, in the west and south- 
western paorts of thk shire. The Scottiidi 
people, from an anabgy in tlieir nature and 
their tongues, grafted their own speech on 
British names, as in Inver-^von, Inch-cors, 



Binns, Binnie, • Drumduff, 
Bagomie, Dnunlyon, 

Bedlormie, Brummdzie, 

Barbauch-law, DnimtaBsie, 
Buchans, Briecfa, Brumbowie, 
Bxiech-water, Dramshags, 
Gairnie, Cairn, 
Cairnpaple, 
GairDpaple4iill« 
Cnughiils, 



Dnimforth, 

BmmcrosSy 

JDiji^Iej Pupol, 

Dupolburn, 
Craigs, 'Deichm«nt, 

Graiguiuurie, JBekline, 
Cnig, Craigie, Flass, Flask, 
Carlowrie, Glendevon, 

GaiTubber, Indi J3aftter, 

Cult, Cultness, Inch Wfiater, 
Dalmenie, Inch T^orth, 

Bimdas, Inch Boufh, and 

Bantai^iei other inohas, 

Dram, Drumbeg, Inchcorse, &c. 
also, the two very andent diurches of Aldcathie and 
StMthbMtt. 



KinneiD, 

Kinglaac, 

Kincavel, 

Killpunt, 

Killioanty, 

Kipps, Kipphiils, 

Logic, Lnggie, 

Logic water, 

L^ggicbiae, 

Minifie, 

Polkemmet, 

Pinrflatt, 

Strath Easter, 

Suath Middle, 

fitnttlL -Wester, 

Tartravan, 

Tannach, 

Torpbidien, 

Torbanefaill, 

^Torphichcn hills; 
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and so in others. The Scoto-Sucon people 
followed the same practice, by making pleo- 
nastic additions to the previous names of the 
prior people, as in Barbauch-Zate^, Briech- 
wateVf Graig'Jiillsy Dujcl-Jmrn^ and so in 
others. Such are the topographical notices 
which supply the most authentic history of 
those various people, with the languages 
which they spoke, and the settlements that 
they made. The inhabitants of this shire, 
during every period, lived under such a po- 
lity as was analogous to the genius of the 
successive people who predominated, whether 
British or Romans, Scottish or Scoto-Saxon. 
Such, then, ^ure the real antiquities of Lin- 
lithgowshire. There are some other objects, 
which some writers consider as the only an- 
tiquities which are worthy of their antiqua- 
rian attention. In Kirkliston parish, indeed, 
is the Calstaj^, which, we have formerly 
seen, is merely the Battlestone^ and is cer- 
tainly a memorial stone of some conflict, and 
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of some person. By other disquisitors, ruin- 
ous religious houses, and disparted castles, 
are regarded as notable antiques. But, with- 
out chronology, what instruction can they 
give, or what curiosity can they gratify ?* 

• We may see, indeed, in Slez^r's Theatrum Scotise, 
in 1695, pi. 10, a delineation of the palace. When 
John Ray, the botanist, visited Linlithgow, in August 
1661, he saw the king's palace, << built in the manner 
of a castle ; a very good house, as houses go in Scot- 
land." Itinerary, 199. And Arthur Johnston, in his 
Carmen de Limnucho, cries out, 

*' Notrile Limnuchum est, Pario de mannore templum. 
Hie nitet, impeiuse non mediocris opug.** 

It con'sisted, says the engineer Slezer, oE fottr towers, 
between which the court, the chapel, and the rest of 
the buildings were extended. Grose has a view of the 
palace, which was sketched in 1790. And Cardennel 
has two delineations thereof, which were taken in 1789. 
On Ist February 1746, the ancient palace was acci- 
dentally burnt to the ground. Soldiers were quartered 
in it the night before, and it was suspected they had 
not been careful enough of their fires. Vide Scots Ma- 
gazine, 48. 
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V. OP ITS ESTABLISHMENT AS A SHIRE. 

The policy of a sheriffdom was probably 
introduced into West Lothian as early as the 
reign of David I. The earliest notice which 
research has discovered of a sheriff in Lin- 
lithgowshire, is during the reign of Malcolm 
IV.* This ofBce continued throughout the 
long reign of William the Lion, though the 
successive sherifl^ cannot be easily ascertain- 
ed. •(• It seems, however, to be certain, that 

* After mentioning " Baldwin vtceoomes mens de 
Lanarc, and Galfrid yicecomes mens de castello puel- 
larum," he speaks of Ulredus vicecomes de Zithequ, 
This charter of Malcohn IV. is dated '^apud castellum 
puellarum, me postquam arma suscepi.'* Chart. New- 
bottle, No. 175. Malcolm IV. was made a knight in 
1159, if that were the meaning of his taking arms. 
Vide Chronicon Mailrossense, 168 ; also Chronicle of 
Holyrood. Uchired is also mentioned as the perambu.- 
lator of the lands of Bathgate, in another charter of 
Malcohn IV. Ibidem, 159. 

f Vide Sir James Dalrymple's Collections, 425. 
$ibbald*s History of Linlithgow, 4. 
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the sherifi^om remained till the accession of 
Robert Bruce, though the sh^fl& passed 
away.* And when the ovexpoweriog Ed- 
ward I. settled the government of Scotland, 
in September 1305, he appointed Ive de 
Aderburgh the sheri£P of Linlithgow, Edin- 
burgh, and Haddington. •(• 

With the accession of Robert I. some 
change seems to have taken place, which sup- 
poses that Linlithgow had become a constabu- 
lary. | Linlithgow equally continued a con- 

• In July and August 1296. The various persons 
living in West Lothian who swore fealty to Edward I. 
are described as being in the sheriflfdom of Linlithgow. 
Vide Prynne, iii. On the 2d of September 1296, Ed- 
ward I., on the submission of those several persons, 
caused issue separate writs to the sheriff of Edinburgh, 
shire, and to the sheriff of Linlithgow, for restoring to 
them their estates. Vide Rymer*s Fcedera, ii. 723, 
727: And on the 15th of October, in the same year, 
1296, Edward committed the three several sheriffdoms 
of Haddington, Edinburgh, and Linlithgow to the 
charge of Walter de Huntercomb. Ibid. 731. 

+ Ryley^s Placita, 50i. 

:|: In the chartulary of Cambuskenneth, 178, there 
is a precept of Robert I., addressed to the sheriff of 
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stabulary during, the reigns of David II. 
Robert II. and Robert III.* Linlithgow 
remained under this form of a constabulary 
throughout the regency of Albany. •(• 

Edinburgh and the bailie of Linlithgow, directing that 
the lands of Kettliston should not be obliged thereafter 
to yield suit and service at the town of Linlithgow. 
On 16th January 1307, the same king granted to the 
monks of Culross the barony of Phillipston, "lying in 
vicecomitatu de Edinburgh, et infra constabularium de 
Linlithgow. MS. Monaster. Scotiae. 

* In June 1334, Edward Baliol, the pretender to 
the Scottish crown, transferred to the English king 
the county of Edinburgh and the constabularies of Had- 
dington and Linlithgow. Rhymer, iv. 615. In No- 
vember 1361, a charter of David, the son of Walter, 
the lord of Kinnele, declared the barony of Kinnele to 
be within the sheriffdom of Edinburgh, in the con- 
stabulary of Linlithgow. Chartul. Qlasg. 359. In a 
charter of confirmation of David II., dated 6th April 
136^, Kinnele is said to be in the constabulary of Lin- 
lithgow. Ibid. 365. In the taxatio of 1366, Linlith- 
gow is also declared to be a constabulary. Pari. Rec. 
1 27* We thus see then, that, throughout the whole 
reign of David II., Innlithgow was considered as a 
constabulary. In the two subsequent reigns of Ro- 
bert II. and Robert III., the constabulary of Linlith- 
gow continued within the sheriffwick of Edinburgh- 
shire. Ibidem, 139, i44, 148, 150, 151. 

t In a charter of the regent duke, (1406, 1409,) the 
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In this subordinate state it continued, pro- 
bably, during the reign of James I. and also 
of James II. In the ' subsequent reign of 
James III. Linlithgow was undoubtedly a 
sheriffdom j though the manner and time of 
the change are obscure.* Oh the 18th of 

lanHs of Bathgate are declared to be in the constabu- 
lary of Linlithgow and sheriffdom of Edinbui^h. Ro^ 
berts. Index, 164. In another charter of the same re- 
gent, the barony of Abercorn is also declared to be 
within the constabulary of Linlithgow. lb. 159. 

*.0n the 11th January 1467-8, John Stewart of 
Craigie and William of Crawford were the persons who 
were appointed in parliament to take the amount of 
every man*s rent in the sheriffdom of Litbgu. Vide 
Pari. Record, 151. On the 19th of July 1476, a cause 
Was heard in Parlian^nt, at the instance of James 
Lord Hamilton against Sir John Golquhoun and James 
Shaw, the sheriflb of Linlithgow, for error, in serving 
a writ from chancery in favour of Marion, the widow 
of the late James Lord Livingstoun, claiming one-third 
of his lands and rents, within the sheriffdom of Lin- 
lithgow. One of the errors assigned was, that the writ 
was executed without the said shire, and within the 
shire of Edinburgh. And the Lords found that they 
had done wrong, and set aside the retour as to the 
knds of LeMert and Bromemck. Ibidem, 213. In 
June 1478, there was a similar cause heard in parlia- 
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Maich, 1481.2, the AesiSh of Lidign, of 
E]dinburgh, of Aiis and of Laneik, sat in 
parUament among' the smaller barony aa we 
know from the parliamentary record. After 
the violent accession of James lY., Linlith- 
gow continued a distinct shire ; * and it con- 
tinued a separate sheriffdom throughout the 
reign of James IV.-f* From this epoch till 

ment, wherein it equally appeared that LinlitligDw was 
then a sheriffdom. Ibidem, 2^. There are other no> 
tices during the reign of James III., which equally 
evince, that, ia the views and contemplation of pariia- 
nient, Linlithgow was at these times a sheriffdom. 
Ibidem, 227 and 259. 

* In the arrangements which were made in the par- 
limtent of February 1489-90, for collecting the kingS 
rents and dues in every riiire, the treasurer, Sir Wil- 
liam Knolls, the preceptor of Torpkiohen, was appomt- 
ed to collect diose of Lhilithgowshire« Ibidem, 361. 

t Chartnl. Newbotttir, 310« In \50Bi Patrick Ha- 
milton of KincBvel wai sheriff of Linittbgowshire. Vidt 
Balfour^s Praotios, 16^ On the 14tb July 1525, James 
Hamilton of Kiaeavel rendered his aooounts at Edtn- 
hin^h. Chartul. Gambuskenneth^ 177. He was the 
brother of Patrick Hamilton, who suffin*ed for his te- 
nets in 1528. Keith^ 8^ James HamlfloB, the sheriff 
of Linlithgow, was summoned for heresy, and, upon 
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the final abolition of the heritable jtmsdie- 
tiong, Linlithgow continaed a sherifidom. 
In the {ffogresB of a century of weakness and 
distraction, this office became hereditary. On 
the 8th of May 1568, Sir Andrew Ker, the 
sheriff of LitdithgQWy had the honour to sign 
the association at Hamilton in defence of 
Mary Stuart.* In 1600, James VI. grant- 
ed the office of sheriff principal cf Linlith- 
gowshire to James Hamilton, the eldest son 
of Claud, Lord Paisley, and to his heirs 
male,^ James Cochran of Barbauchlaw was 

his non-appearance at Holyroodhouse, on the 26 ch of 
August 1534, the bishop of Ross, as commissioner for 
the archbishop of St Andrews, pronounced the doom 
of heresy. Keith, 505. In 1539, he was permitted 
to return for a few months, to arrange his private af- 
fairs, when he revealed to King James V. the treason 
of James Hamilton of Finard. Keith, 11 ; Drum* 
mond, 332. The sentence of the bishop of Ross was 
reversed by the General Assembly, in 1565. Keith, 
524, 525. 

• Vide Keith, p. 477. 

t DougIaB*8 Peerage, 2, quotes the charter in the 
public archives. In 1601, the king granted him the 



appointed, in 1622, the sherifF of Linlith- 
gowshire.* Several persons followed him in 
the same office during the terrible times which 
succeeded. Soon after the Restoration, the 
office was granted hereditarily to John Hope 
of Hopeton, who perished on the 7th of May 
1682, in the same shipwreck that had like 
to have proved fatal to the Duke of York.-|- 
Upon the deprivation of John Hope, George 
Earl of Linlithgow was appointed sheriff dur- 

manor of Abercom ; and, in 1606, the same James 
Hamilton was created Earl of Abercom ; and he died 
before his father, in 1618. This family afterward dis. 
posed of the barony of Abercom, and, probably, con- 
veyed with it the hereditary sheriffship of Linlithgow. 
In 1678, Sir Walter Seton sold the barony of Aber. 
com to John Hope of Hopeton. 

• Vide Nisbet's Heraldry, i. 327. 

t Crawford*8 Peerage, 219. On 6th October 1681, 
at the privy council, the lords took occasion to call 
upon the ]ah*d of Hopeton to take the test, as sher^qf , 
Linhthgow. And upon his teigiversation and refusal, 
the privy council declared that he had lost his right 
during his life, (it being heritable.) and that the sup> 
plying of the vacancy belonged to the king. Vide 
I'ountainhall, i. 159. 
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iiig pleasure. * On the 20th of June 1682, 
hQwever, Sir William Hope oi Graoitown was 
appointed sheriff of linlithgow, during the 
minpnty of' Charles Hope^ the heritable ^he- 
riffyf who was boi:n in 16SI ; and Charles 
Hope coming of age in 1702/ became, in his 
own right, 'the sheriff of Linlithgow* He 
was i^reat^ £»arl of Hopeton in 1703 ; he 
w«B applied linrd4ieut^uuitof TinKthgpw- 
shire in 1715 ; and dying on the 26th of 
FelMraaiy 1742, aged 61, left his earldom 
and his office to his «on John.;^ His sop 
lived to b^ <^mpensated for all his hereditary 
jurisdictions, in 1747* § Und^ the new re- 

• Warraj^^ Book, ia the Paper Office, vi. 471,. 

•f Ibidem, vii, 170. 

^ Dquglas> Peerage, 350, mistakingly states his 
dUwth to have happened in 1741. The Septs Maga- 
Siioiik ^^i Aiict the Gentleman's Magazine, 163, concur 
in reoprding his death to have happened on the 26th 
fby of February 1742, as above. 

§ We knof^t (torn %\ie list of ^plaipis and, compensa. 
tions, that he claimed as follows : — 

••©.■•■• .; 
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gime, John Oiikm of WdElhouse) advdcate) 
was appointed lAieriff^depiite of Linlithgow 
and Bathgate^ at a aakay of L>150 a^year. 

Tlie power of the listetiit^ vbA A« extent 
of his authority, Beem t6 ha(Ve been gXwzyn 
limited bj local jnnsdictiMis, eilher eeelesia»- 
tieal or t^npoml. Kirkltstnto mA other landt 
were fbrmed into a regality, far ^ atfchbi- 
Bht^ of St. Andrews^ to whifih a hailli^ be^ 
longed, and for which the Earl of Hopeton 
Was compensated, as we ha^ Just seen.^ 
Bathgate was long a bai^my before it became 
a separate sheriiBftrick.f Torj^ichen was of 

For the sheriffdom of Linlithgow, redeemable, £3C00 
For the sheriffdom of Bathgate, . . . 2000 
For ihiB fegdity of i$)r. Andrews^ sduih of the 

Forth, . . . . . . 1500 

For the bailHery of OraWftwdnrtilr, . (00 

For the regality of Kirkhetigh, ... 500 

iTotalbli^S^ • . » £7600 
And for which he recefved tA a oompetifatiOB, 4M^ 

^ ReHi^uis IMvi Andrew, 6Y. SibbaNPs Lhiffth- 
gowshire, 12* 

f Robert I. granted th4 baruny^of Bathgate, and 
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old a reg»Kty> whtdi belonged to the knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem, and which, as it 
was tnau^erred, with the rights of the order, 
to Lord Torphich^i, in January 1563-4, 
was claimed by a descendant as a hereditary 
jarisdiction, and compensation granted to 
him in VJ^,* Kinneil was a regality, 

maxijr lan^, to Wilter tha ^ewart, with bit daughter 
Margery Bruce. Vide Robertson's Index, 9. The 
Stewart lived in a moated castle, near Bathgate, where 
he died In 1318. Vide Statistical Aoooont, i. 854. 
Robert Duke of Albany confirmed the grant of Janet 
de KeHh of Batkffate, to her son, Sir William Hamil- 
ton. Ibidlem, 164. On 4th June 1663, Charles II. 
gmnted to Thomas Hamifton of Bathgate, the barony, 
with the office of sheriff of Bathgaffe. Vide charter in 
public records. On l?3d May 1683,' a warrant 'was is- 
sued fbr restoxing Alexander €ochran of Barbachlaw 
to the oftce of sheriff of Bathgate. War Book, Paper 
Office ; and see SA4>ald'8 Linlithgowshire, 21. Lord 
fjivittgston hlid been appointed sheriff of Bathgate, 
during pleasure, on the 10th of January 1681-2, as 
well as Bheriff of Iifiilithgo#. War Book, vi. 588. 

♦Idisni. See idsb Slbbald^s linlithgows^lre, 22; 25; 
and Dottgliu's Peerage, 670. See also Inquisitiones 
Speciales, vii. 108. James Lord TorphSchen was paid 
for theregadfty<tf IViphlefaen, L.IS4, Its. 6d. 



which belonged to the Ihxke of Hamilton.* 
Bridgehou^e and Qglefece formed a iregaUty^ 
which belcmged to the £!arl of linlitbgow, 
while his family was free from *)rfeiitiu'e.f 
And there was a royal bailliery at linlith-^ 
gow, whereof the same Eatls of Linlithgow 
were the hereditary bailUes.^ The monks of 
Culross enjoyed of old a regal jurisdiction 
over the barony of Philipstoun. The Elari 
of Stair claimed for this jurisdiction, L. 100, 
at the epoch of the abolition ; and be also 

• Robert I. granted to Walter, the son of Gilbi^rt, 
the first of the family of Hamilton, the lancls a&d ba. 
rony of Kinneill. Vide Robertsoa*8 ludez, 11. And 
Kobert III. granted the same barony to Jaxnes Hamil- 
ton. Ibidem, 139$ Sibbald's liinlithgowahire, 17. 

t Ibidem, 16-^)85 ; Douglaa's Peerage, 413; Rp« 
bertson*8 Index, 155.^ Robert III* granted to the ch* 
nons of Holyrood a regal jurisdiction over their barony 
ofOgilface. Vide Registr. Robert! Ill* yoh.x. Alex- 
ander, the second Earl of Linlithgow, in 1608, obtained 
a grant of the hereditary office of justiciary and bailiie 
of the barony of Ogi^aoe, with the village and lands of 
Bedlormie and, Wester Craigs. Douglases Peera;ge, 
4f iSy quotes the charter in tha publiC' records. 

t Vide Sibhald's Linlithgowshire, pp. 11, 16. 
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vdaimei L.lCiO for the Kgality of Brestmill; 
but £oT all fab claimS) amounting to L.3200, 
lie was allowed on diat occasion only L.450. 
In addition to tliose isev^ral regalities, there 
w^ viunoBS bardoies, which possessed pecu- 
liar juxifldietions. ' The oldest barony where- 
of aay eddeiice remains^ is that of Dundas, 
whidi is certainly as ancient as the rdign of 
William I.* Abeicom, which was honoured 
by the notice of Bede, was the barimy of the 
celebrated Sir John Graham, who died for 
his country, on the field of Falkirk, in 1298. 
By Robert I. it was granted, as a barony, to 
John Graham ; and, after various ti^ansmis- 
sions, Abercom passed into the family of 
Hopeton, in 1678.-|- Livingston was also 

* The i^kttrter t^ Dundas wad printed hy Sir James 
'Dalrymple in his Ristoribal CoHections, p. 983; and 
was also efigmred for Anderson's Diplomata Scotise. 
-The rights of a barony were granted by a reference to 
the priyileges of similar tenures. (See Appendix.) 

f Vide Robertson's Index, 11, 40, 129, iSO, 159. 
See also Douglas's Peerage, 3 ; and also Statistical Ac- 
count, vol* zx. pp. 394, 397. 



a barony of early creation. Ganidfin beoune 
the properly of WiUiam de Vetereponte, by 
a grant fitom WiUiam the LioDy widi baron- 
ial rights ; it was confirmed^ ivith those pri- 
vileges, to William de VetcBepante» by Ro- 
bert Bruce.* CaxriU)er, in Lmlicfagow par 
rish, was also of old a barony .f Dafanenie, 
which was anciently called Dumany» was a 
barony} befoire the aooeaabn of Robed Bruce, 
in the posseission of Roger Monbny ; and, 
on account of his forfeiture, it was granted, 
by that great prince, to Murdodi Monteith*! 
Bambougle was also the barony of Roger 
Moubray, which he forfeited, and which W8& 
granted, by Robert Bruce, to the same Mor- 

* Vide Robertson's Index, 79. The former grants 
weie confirmed by David IL U«m* But Sfeund II. 
oonyeyed this barony to Alemider de Cookboro, be- 
cause John de Vetereponte bad alienated hia rightf, 
without the king's lieence firat had and obtained there- 
to. 

t Vide Sibbidd's linlitbgowshiie^ p. IT. 

t Vide Robertson's Iiidex» U. 
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doch Monteith. * In the beginning of the 
fourteenth century, Strathbrock was a ba- 
rony, in pooseamn of Sir Reginald le Chene.f 
Such were the various jurisdictions which 
w«ie aolioited by the aiabilion, and granted 
by the impcdicy of ftrmcr tunoi. They onee 
QonfiMtfided) atbcr ihM promoted, the jus^ 
iiee.of IdnHthgowsIvHte ; aiid long w«xe iliey 
proatituied to tibe inteceits of indivsdiiala, 
mthor thandcdicattd to gcnenl oonvanieiiee* 

* Vide Robert8on*8 Index, 81. This barony, which 
qomprebendB the lands of JSaster Ojiigie, at the mouth 
of tbe Avon, le^nis to have been restored to the forfeit* 
ed (arnUy in the person of Philippa Moubray. Ibidem* 
60,64. 

t Chart. NewbotUe, No* 822* Robertson's Index, 
79. 
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VL-— OF iTO CIVIL HMTomr. 

Under this head of natation, LinUdigow, 
the shire town, demands the first notice. 
During the reign of David I., he thad here a 
castle, and a grange. And it was this gnange 
and that castle^ which frnmed on ^h agree- 
able site, a town that was an inconsid^raUe 
part of the royal demesne.* The villages in 

■ • Charter of HoTyrood, which expressly speaks o/* 
his castle at ZinUthcu, and of the sheep that belonged 
to it. Vide Maitland^s Edmburgh. If the minister 
who wrote the account of this parish, had only cast his 
learned eyes on this charter, he woald scarcely have 
allowed his intelligent mind to doubt whether David I. 
had a residence at Linlithgow. Statistical Account, 
xvi. 566-7. To the abbeys of Dunfermline and Gam. 
buskenneth, the beneficent David I. granted by sever, 
a! charters, mansions in his town of Linlithgow, there- 
in called IdnUthcu. Sir James Dalrymple*B Collections, 
384. chartulary of Cambuskenneth, No. 1. These 
facts evince that Linlithgow was then only the said 
king*s town in demesne* But that it waS made a royal 
burroiigh, hyanact ofparUament, under that king, is too 
1 
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^be royal demesne were all in these tinres 
called the king^s burghs; while the term 
royal burroughs^ was yet unknown in Seot- 
land. Linlithgow continued to be the ooea- 
fiional residence of David I. and his siicoes- 
sors, as they moved from one of their manors 
to another, for the consumption of their 
stock.^ At the sad demise of Alexand^ 
III.^ before it had yet ob$amed a charter, 
linlithgow was governed by two baillies, 
John Rabuck, and John de Mar, who were 
obliged, on the 28th of August 1296, to sub^ 
mit to a predominant power.f* 

wild an absurdity to be easily* allowed. It may hare 
ifeen an act of David 11. 

* Several eliarters of the Scottish IsAngty wfaieh 
were dated at Linlithgow during; that period, prove 
those kings resided there. 

f Prynne^ iii. 654. At the same time swore fealty 
' to Edward 1., Andrew le Serjeant, William Othihull, 
John le Porter, Matthew de Kinglas, Henry del Wro, 
Philip de Abernethy, Gilbert de Hildeclive, WAIiam 
de Fitz-Evnand, Michael le Lardener, Micol le Ser- 
jeant, burgesses et toute la commune de flieme le 
barg> Idem. There was a wiH of Edvard I^ dated 



-The most eminent lOAti in Linlithgow- 
diixe during that age^ was Sir Nieol de 
Graham ef Abercom, who was the only per- 
son from Linlithgowshire, who sat in the 
gieat parliatnent oi Br^ham> on the 17^h 
of March 1290."^ Of this ^re who sw4»e 
fealty to Edwurd I* in 1296; were Freskin 
de Duglas, and William Fite*Andrew d^ 
Duglas.f Th«» were several tenants of the 

28th December 1292, addressed ** prsepositis de liii- 
Ifthgow,** requiring the payment of L*5d, 28. Id^ the 
an-ears of the^Snn of the town, which were due to the 
king of Norway. Kotuli Scotis, 15. There was an- 
ot' er will, dated dth July, vhidi was addressed to the 
burgesses of Linlithgow, commanding them to pay to 
the same king, L.7, 4s. lOd. as arrears of their firms. 
Ibidem, 16. Linlithgow was theii the king's towa in 
dmemt^ I'he rents and profits or firms, were l«t by 
the Scottish king to the community, or corporation, 
whatever it weie ; the firms were mortgaged by A)- 
esimder IIL to the king of Norway. After Alex- 
ander's demise, the firms ran jnto arrear, which the 
lord paramount now commanded by those writs to be 
paid to the kiug of Norway. 

* Eymier's fcodera, il. 4*7 ). And he swore fealty to 
Edward I. in 1296^ Vide Prynne, Ui. 662. 

f Ibid«m, €58, 662* Those Douglases were the 
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king'b lands lying about LinlitHgoir town 
who swore fealty on that oecamii}* only one 
tenant tli«re was of the bisbi^ of St. An- 
drew's in West-Lothian, Simon de Listen, 
who also was xequiied to acknowledge his al- 
legiance to the Lord pavamountf It aoems 
¥ery obviotts fipom t^e enumeiatioiis in the 
leoQiid, that there lived but few considen^le 
landholders in West-Xiothian during those 
troublous times. 

The assun^jHions of the Lord paramount 
ended in the war of 1296* Bdward L in 

progenitors of Douglas of Lothian, who was himself 
the ancestor of Douglases Earls of Morton. Archi- 
bald de Douglas of Douglas, who flourished ui)der 
Alexander IL, left two sons, William and Andrew« 
William supported the principal house of Douglas in 
Clydesdale, and Andrew was the root of a flourishing 
branch which sprung up in West- Lothian, and at 
Lugton in iU id •Lothian, Andrew left two sons, 
William aad Freskyn, who swore fealty to Kdward I. 
in 1296, as above. Vide Douglase*s peerage, p. 488 

• Prynne, iiL page 656. There were other tenants 
of the king, among whom was Sevle de Dundas^ and 
Saer de Dundas, who also swore fcalty» Idem, 

t Vide Pfynne, vol. iiL 6^8. 
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July lW8y encamped on the Almond,. and 
fixed his quarters at Templojiston, where his 
anny mutinied.* On the 21st of July, tbe 
night before the batde of Falkirk, Edward 
encamped on the heath lying eastward ef 
Linlithgow.f Edward I. is^ said, by For- 
dun to have built a Pele at Linlithgoi^ in 
1390 ;l he certainly i^ent his Chn^tanas of 
the year 1801 at Linlithgow, as we know 
from Hemingford.§ At the settlement of 
Scotland, in September 1305, it was ordered 
that Peter Luband should remain the keeper 
of Linlithgow Castle. || At length, during 

• Vide* W. Hemingford, vol. I page 160. Lord 
■ Hailes' Annals, vol. i. page 257. 

f Vide W. Hemingford, vol. i. page 162. 

\ Ibid. Ixii. c.i. § Ibid. vol. i. 196. ' 

g Rvley's Placita, 505. ti6 aj^pears to have re- 
mained in charge of Linlithgow Castle for the Ed- 
wards, till it was taken by the Scots in 1313, as we 
know from the Rotuli Scbtite, 66. iii.' It dfaoul^ seem 
that the fortlet of Linlithgow was promiscuously 
called in the record the Castle, and the Pede of Lin- 
lithgow. Vide Rotuli Scotiae, 105.109-111. The 
last order for victualling it, is dated the 4th of Febru- 
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rdie autumn of 1313, die eastle of LinKth- 
-gcfw was taken by the stratagem af. WiUisin 
-Bitinock, an enterprising peasant, who in 
canying into it a cartload of hay, introduced 
eight resolute men who overpowered the 
guard.* And Robert Bruce with his usual 
pdiiey ordered this castle or pete to be dis- 
^aantled.f 

ary 131^.13. Idem. This order evinces that the 
Scottish historians are widely mistaken in asserting 
that it was taken in 1311. Lord Hailes* Annals, Hi 
32, From the Scala Chronica, we know that Piers 
Luband was a Gascoyne knight, who suffered for his 
tergiversation. 

# Such is Barbour's story which our history has 
adopted, and tradition repeated. The family of Bin- 
ning in I«inlithgowshire are studious to trace up their 
pedigree to the peasant Binnock, the William Tell of 
Scotland. 

f The monks of Newbottle had a burgage in liin. 
lithgow, near the Augu&tines, which, before the taking 
of the town by the English, was worth yearly 46s. 8d., 
but was dilapidated and ruined by the war, so as 
to yield nothing. Vide chartulary of Newbottle, No. 
1. Such were the miseries and devastations of that 
terrible war, which, according to the significant ex- 
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Lmfithgomhire continued to paitake of 
die fortunes of those ev^tM time^. It^b- 
joyed the quiet whti^ the treaty of North- 
ampton ensuxed it ; and it was involved in 
the diatxactions of David II,^s infunoy- The 
pretender Edwaid BfOiol, on the 13th of 
Jnne 133^4!, txanfferred the eonstab^hiry^ the 
town, and the castle of Linlithgow to £d^ 
ward III.* He did not enjoy it without a 
contest. In 1336 Lord Berkeley, command- 
ing for Edward III., was defeated by the 
Scots at Blackburn, in We8t-Lothian*-|* At 
length was David II. restored to his own 
again ; and in Mardi 1368-9, by his ordin- 
ance, ^^ de quatuor burgis,^ he declared that 
Lanark and Linlithgow should be two of 
those burroughs, while Berwick and Rox- 

pressiou of the monks, did not leave of their houses 
one stone upon another. 

* Rhymer iv. $15. There is a grant by Edward 
III. in 1336, to John Swanliind, of the keeping of tho 
Hospital of Lyniithkou. Ayloffe's Callexider, 16t. 

f liOrd Hailes* Annals, ii. 193. 



bur^ were detained by bisi fkd^rsaries the 
Bi^Usli) fi)r holdiiig eonameiscial cauits** 

Robert II. was the first of the Scottish 
kings who granted a charter to the burgesses 
and community of Linlidigow, the firm of 
their town, and the harbour of Blackness^ 
paying yearly L^ sterling, f Under the Re- 

• MS. GofieotkHB, in ^ paper o$ee, transcribed 
ioto Robevt9on*» j^rHamentary record. David II» 
granted to John Cairns the P&l of Linlithgow, he be- 
ing obliged to build it for the king^s coming. Robert* 
80ii> Index, ^ The castle must have bean bn$ 
small that could have been rebuilt, or indeed repaired 
by such a person for the king's residence. 

t Robertsei^s Index, 13S. What is iaid by the ab- 

terpolator of Fordun, lib. xiv. ch. 36, that the slates 

met at Linlithgow after the demise of David IL, and 

declared the Stewart heir to the crown, is an egvQgiQttp 

fiction ; for the crown had been entailed upon, him by 

parliament, and, under that entail* he, was crowned on 

26tb March 1371, at Scone. MS. CoUection, faper 

Office, transcribed into Robertson's Index. In 13S^ 

Robert II. granted to Sir William Dougl|is, who had 

lately married his daughter, Egidia Stewart, three 

hundred pounds sterlings out of the great cuftoms of 

LvnMgoiOi Kdinbnrgh, Dundee, and Aberdeen* Vide 

Hay*6 Vindication of Eliaabeth More* 5^ Robert alio 

granted sundiy other pewuon% t^ * variety of persons, 
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gent Albany and James I., Linlithgow seems 
to have been unfortunate : the town was 
burnt in 1411 ; and in 1424, the town, the 
palace, and the nave of the church were con- 
sumed by fire. * James I. appears, however, 
never to have resided here, though we are as- 
sured that some of his coins were minted in 
Linlithgow.f During the contests between 
the Earl of Douglas and Grichton the chan- 
cellor, the two Lothians were often wasted, 
as the several parties prevailed. In 1445, 
Grichton, having assembled ^is followers, 
marched into West Lothian, when he car- 
ried fire and sword through the baronies of 

out of the burrow maills or great customs of Linlith« 
gow. Vide Robertson's Index, 137, 40, 54, 58. Those 
grants of King Robert IL, however, would seem to 
show, that the town of Linlithgow had at least some 
considerable share of trade even during that uncom- 
mercial age. 

• Vide Bower, lib. xv. c^. 23; lib. xvi. cap. 9. 

f Vide Gardonel*s Numismata, 6. On the coins 
which were here minted, there were engraved, Villa de 
LwKthe. Ibidem, 68. And he lulds, that this is the 
only time Linlithgow appears upon a coin. 
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Abercom, Bholauass, aad Strathbvock^ and 
drove arffSLythe horses, cattle, and sheep. 
When James il«.was married, in: April 144^ 
he settled on Mary ^ Guelder, as her dqwer, 
amounting to 10^000 crowns, the lordship of 
linlithgow, with other lands.* Dunng this 
reign, this shire witnessed . less > agreeable 
scenes. In 1454,. James 11. sent 6000 men, 
under the Elarls of Orkney and Angus, to 
besiege DougWs . castle of Abereom, which 
was at length taken by storm, after every i^- 
ibrt of the Douglases to relieve it had fail^d.f 
Linlithgowshire was now for a while quiet. 
When James III. married Margaret of Den- 
mark, in September 1468, he settled on her 
the palace of Linlithgow, with its tanitory, 

^ * PiiikertOQ*s Hist. i. 206, from the Treiity) MS. 
Hiiri.4637. 

t Ibid. 228— 31. App. 486. The castle, irhich had 
been aheady shaken by the warlike machines during 
the siege, was levelled to the ground ; its principal de- 
fenders were hanged for their treason, in defending the 
eastle against the king; the inferior warriors were dis- 
missed. Idem. 
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as her dower, in case of his demise.* The 
English fleet which came into th^ Forth^ in 
1481, burnt the castle of Bkckneai, vitii a 
$hip, whidi lay under its proteetion.'t* Se* 
vend of the rebdHaus ads of the nobles wkua 
dethrened James III. weie done within Luii> 
lithgowohire. In April 1488, they met him 
at Blaofaiess, where a ddrmish took plaoe^ 
and he tried to conciliate them by the paci* 
floation of Blackness.! ^^^ ^^ reconcile^ 

* Plnk«rton*t Hist. d5, 197. The IdngV ^Ith the 
astiLteB in parliament, ratified the marriage settlementi 
of the queen, comprehending the lordship of Linlith- 
gow, with the palace, the lake, and park of LlnlitlK 
gow $ with the great and small cuitonu, and toas of 
the burrqugh ; with the fines and escheats of the seve- 
ral courts of the justiciary, the chamberlain, the sherHf, 
a«id baillies, the wards, and reUefs, and marriages, te* 
within the lordship of Linlithgow ; with the patronages 
of the chorches, with other estates. Parliamentary 
Records, 827. Maigaret died in February 1486<>7. 
The above minute specifieations, however, very deiurly 
show what were the several sowfoea of the l^oal revenae 
of such a lordship. 

f Vide Lesley, p. 31^1. 

% It is transcribed into the ParliaaMntary Reco«d% 
339. 
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ment did not oonlioue hmgj as the insurgents 
did not 80 much wicb f<Nr quiet as fixr pre- 
eminence* They placed the in&nt son of 
the king at their he^d, proceeded with him 
to Linlithgow^ and maiehed thenee to Stir- 
ling field, where the mildest of kings was 
slain^ on the 11th of June 14A8* The in- 
suq^ents had now gained their objeots » they 
had dethroned the kin^ and they plaoed the 
prince on his bloody thnme^. On the &th of 
Oeloberl488, Linlithgowshire was dc^eved 
to the rule of Loid Hailes and Al^umder 
Home» two of the principal chie& of that 
suocessful revolt.^ When James IV. mar- 
ried the Lady Margaret^ in 1503> he gave 
her, in dower, the whole lovdship of Linlith- 
gow, with the palace, its jurisdiction, and 
privilegefl.t In 1517) the peel of Linlith- 

* Parliamentary Reoorda, 337* Sir WilUam KboUi, 
the preceptor of TorpUobeD^ wm then appointed* in 
parliament, to collect the king's oasual revenaes in 
Linlithgowshire. Ibid^ 364. 

t Rymer, xiil, 03. On 31tt May l«03» Patrick 
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tbeeonstitueiit members of the aevenl 8tete&. * 
They were all^ no doubt, ddighted, aoond- 
mg to their several' tastes* la this palace 
was Marj Stewart bom^ on the Jth of Decem- 
ber ld49.f Here die remained with her 
mother fiir masaj mouths, where she was seen 
by Sadler, Ae Englidi andbassadoT) and said 
by him to hate been a fine infiint. i. Dur- 
ing the residence of bodi, die palaee of Lin- 
liliigow became the firaqaent place of political 
Qlanagemeiit.§ In the subseqimtt year, the 
4iieen>4iiother9 fewKiitg far the safety of her 
ehild^ who was of so much importance to her- 
sdf and ilie slate, ocdleetsed an aimy^ which 
conveyed them from Linlithgow Palace to 
Stirling Gaitle, while the English angels 

* Sir W. £ure*8 Letter^ BU4. Reg. vli. c. 16. It was 
James V. who, in IS40, by a charter, empowered the 
town of Linlithgow to choose a provost. 

f Vide Lesley, 459. 

^ Parliamentary Records, 640, contains tiio ten&e 
of parliament as to the residence of tlie two quaena, 
either at Linlithgow or Stirling CasUe^ 

$ Sir Ralph Sadler^s Letters thronghout. 
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ktti filM m&f pUu:^ with intiigtte and tne». 
aM.^ VisAft todb influoneei, a {nudiameiit 
afifi^nbiei At Iiittlidig^w^ on tii» lit of Oe* 
tober 154S ; lOid agsih met htre^ after idU 
jiDommeatis on the 1«t alkd 19A of BBctm* 
bi^.f After dMi battle of Pmkse, in Scp- 
«Mb^ 1^, th» ikigtiidi adnmal snikd^ 
Wi& hiK latiMiflir «hi{^ to JMadiaiess, vhttt 
h^ lodk db£<9e, aiid bamt aewn v«nds» idiieh 
iMd ho^ ftr saibtf ftmn the oastk^ In 
l&S^^ ft jmtiiieiai eonneil of the dasgf was 
held at Li&lidigjoir, vAia attamptol to nSotm 
iltett^lvets as wait as otiien^ thmigb.mthottt 
miKA mie6«sik§ A ynutf diffisrent reftcma^ 
tion waB dS^K^Md hare m June 15Sd^ The 
Earl c^ Aig;fle, loid 3nmmt fitewart^ a&d 



• Ufm. Kf9lth» So, sW)its that tbdae English coins 
w&re v«ry freely distributed. 

f Parliamentary Records, 69^ 8?>, ^. Ih ihfe yeftr 
1558, D'Oystel, the French general, is said to have been 
made keeper of the palace. Pitscottie, 364. 

t Patten, 80. 

§ Haile's Histor. Memorials, 37* 
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John Knox, eftme to linlf tbg^w, in tbeir 
progress of refonn, and demoiisb^ the reli- 
gious houses. In Deeemlkl 15S9» .tb^ 
spoiled the JXike of Ghautelher^ult's house 
of Kineil, on the Forth ;*.«nd in February 
1559^60, they bumt the suile houne, in (h>: 
der to reform the duke, that he might te&apoa 
othets.-f* On .the 23d of January, ^ $idd 
Lord James, who had risen, by sueb ifefqrm, 
tb be Regent :Murxay, fell a sacrifice, cm the 
street; pf Linlithgow, to the veajgeance of Hat- 
miiton, who could: not, fi^give the rieg^nf s 
inarult to his distcaeted wife. Elisabeth re- 
venged, theregent'^s falL. . And the English 
antiy who invaded fieotlattd in 1670, on itfj 
return*! .from destroying Hamilton, btsmit the 
Duke of Chautelherault's house in Linlith- 
gow^ his palace of Kinneil^ the houses of 
Pardovan, and Bynnie, and Kincavel, with 

• Sadler's Letters, late edition, i; SST. ■ 
f Ibidem, 701. — - 
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the chapel of* Livingston.* The parliament, 
during that distracted year, was proposed to 
be held in Linlithgow; but the R^ent Len- 
nox, marching thither, in October 1570, pre- 
vented the intended meeting. During those 
disastrous times, the rents, both of money 
and victual, of the lordship of Linlithgow 
were appropriated, in 1584, for supporting 
Blackness Castle, to which more importance 
than its worth was annexed.-f* In 1585 a 
doubtful parliament met in Linlithgow.J 
In ISffJf Sir Lewis Bellenden, the Justice- 
Clerk, obtained from the feebleness of James 
VI. a grant of the park and woods, and the 
keeping of Linlithgow palace.§ In 1592, 
the parliament settled the barony and lands 

* Bauuatyne*6 Joornal. 8ee Illustrations of Scot- 
tish History, 1806, in 8vo. 

t Act of Pari. James VI. chap. 9. 
I Vidtf Birrers Diary. 

§ Douglas's Baronage, 63, from a charter in the 
public archives. Bellenden seems to have obtained a. 
confirmation of his title in 1590. 
E 
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of Linlithgow, vith the palace, on Anne of 
Denmark, the wife ttf James VI.^ In 
December 1596, the king found rdfiige in 

• IMurray'i Acts, 330. In a curious report of the 
officers in the Exchequer, made to King James, dated 
the.Ttb day. of Decevfkber^ 1591, it is mentioned 
^the park, and peel> and loch of Linlithgow, we find, 
disponit, in ffee*, to the late Justice-Clerk, since the 
year 15BI, for the yearly payment of ane hundred 
marks, to he employed by him, in repairing your high- 
nesses palace, there, whereof he has, likewise, the 
heretable keeping. We find the park and peel of Lin- 
lithgow, to be both the Justice Clerk's heretage, and 
her majesty's conjunct ifee.** M.S. Report in the 
Advocates* library. In the year l^T, an act of par- 
liament passed, declaring all grants and leases of ih« 
king's palaces, parks^ meadows, &c., such as the palace, 
the park, and coal of Linlithgow to be of no avail. 
Farl. XV. James VI. chap. 235. In 1600, that act 
was followed by a somewhat contradictory one, allow- 
ing the king's property and castles to be let in fee 
farm ; with a declaration in favour of I^ord Iiiving- 
8ton*s right to the coals of Bonnytoun, near Linlith- 
gow, and the castle of Blackness. Pari. xvi. James 
V. chap. 8. We thus see that the king had no one 
near him, whose duty it shoold have been to take 
proper care of his just rights. We also see from these 
partial and unguarded proceedings, that even the 
queen's jointure was far from being safe* 
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Idnlithgow fiom the tumults of Edinburgh.* 
Both these towns as they were equally digni- 
fied by royal palaces, felt the degradation, 
and partook of the grief resulting from the 
king^s accession to the English throne. In 
1618, Linlithgow was entrusted by the par-^ 
liament with the keeping of the standards of 
dry measure, which, if we may believe the 
late Lord Swinton, were not accurately kept.f* 
Charles I. in 1633, when he made his ex- 
cursion from Edinburgh, visited Linlithgow. 
In June 1640, the parliament passed an aot 
of ratification in favour of the burrough of 
Linlithgow.} Both these towns were equal- 

* 1646, we find that both the parliament and the 
university sought and found refuge in the town of 
Linlithgow, from the plague^ and that the parliament 
sat in the palace. 

f Vide Lord Swinton's treatise 100, on the weights 
and measures of Scotland. In 1621, there was a ra- ^ 
ference made to the secret council concerning the tax- 
ation of the sheriffdom of Linlithgow. Unprinted Acts, 
23d parliament, James VL 

tt Unprinted acU, %d parliament of Charles I. Thfe 
Marquis of Hamilton entered a protest against this 
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Ijr involved in the miseries of the grand re- 
bellion, and the scandal of the covenant. 
But Linlithgow alone has the honour or the 
shame in having burnt, in 1662, the Solenan 
League and Covenant, that wretched tissue 
of fanaticism and faction. 

The first parliament of Charles II., in 
January 1661, passed an act of ratification 
in favour of the burrough of Linlithgow.* 

notification, and the Earl of Dunfermline likewise 
protested against the same ratification for the QueeaCs 
Ferryi 

* Unprinted act. Another ratiilcatidii passed in 
the subsequent year. In the year 1669, the town and 
community of Linlithgow entered a protest before 
the parliament, against the Duke and Duchess of 
Hamilton's ratification. Act, 1st Session, 2d parliament, 
Charles II. We may see the relative value and exteut of 
the three Zothians, in the grant made to the king, of 
the Conventiou of Estates, in the year 1678 ; the 
several proportions being as under :— 
The whole shires of Scotland were 

assessed, . . . Ii.60,133 8 3 

Edinburghshire • . 3183 8 

Hadingtonshire . . 2783 6 

Linlithgowshire . . 1169 18 

1 
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This shire town ranks as the sixth among 
the royal burroughs of Scotland. Under the 
Union, it was associated widi the towns of 
Lanark, Selkirk, and Peebles, in the privi<^ 
lege of sending a representative to the united 
parliament.* The school of Linlithgow has 
been taught by distinguished scholars. At 
tbe Reformation it was superintended by 
Nitiian Winzet, the polemical antagonist of 
John Knox."t" At the Revolution, the same 

Bdinbaigh town . . L.4000 

Hadington town . 216 > 

Linlitligow town ... . 204 

* Act of Union, Statistical Account, xiv. SAS. 
Linlithgow, as a corporation, has an yearly revenue 
of about L.400 sterling. In 1732 it obtained a grant 
of parliament of a duty of 2 pennies Scots, that is \ of 
a penny sterling, on every Scotch pint of ale and beer, 
which should be brewed for sale within the liberties of 
the town, for paying its debts, and for promoting its 
improvements. Publ Acts, 9th Geo. I. 20. The duty 
commenced on 1st July 1723, and was to continue 
eleven years. Linlithgow has a weekly market on 
Friday, and also^ix yearly fairs. 

f In Keith's Appendix may be seen Winzet*8 Trac 
lat to the queen, pastors, and nobility, his leco^d 
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school was instructed by James Kirkwodd, 
who had not the good fbxtime to please the 
town-i^ucicil of this corporate body, who 
were not sufficiently aware, that ^^to teach a 
teacher, ill becomed them.^* 

Traclat, his third Xraclat, and alflo^ Winaet's Book of 
LXXXIII Questions. This learned scholar was re- 
formed, according to the fashion of Scotland, by send- 
ingsome anned enthusiasts to seize him. But he 
fled and found shelter, employment, and provision in 
Germany. 

* The baillies were dull, and the scholar was petu* 
lant, 80 he was formally expelled. And -ar long law* 
suit ensued before the Court of Sessiion.'i fie published 
the htstory ^the tweniy-aeven gwis of- LhdM^fOw, which 
contains some curious aneodoies. He was sent for by 
the parliamentary oommissioneFS fopcollegee, at the 
Revolution, on the raetion of the Lord Presideiit 
Stuir, and his advice was taken about the beet gram* 
mar for the Scottish schools. The Xiord President 
asked him what be thought of Deepauter's graminar, 
he iinswered a very unfit grammar, but by some pains 
it might be made an excellent one. The Lord Grosrig 
desiring him to be more plain on that pelnl^ he (Kirk* 
wood) said, Mj Lord Preses, if its snper6uitiefl were 
rescinded, the defects supplied, the intricacies cleared, 
the errors rectified, and the method amended, it might 
weU pass for an excellent grammar. The Lord Presi^ 
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In thia shire there are other towns, though 
of leas populousness and dignity. The royal 
burrottgh of the Queenaferry is of recent date, 
while its name is old.* ^ early, at least, 

dent afterward sent for him, and told him that it was 
the desire ef the commissioners that he should im- 
mediately reform Despauter as be had pr(^osed, as 
they knew none fitter for the task. He was thus in- 
duced to put hand to pen, and not without much la- 
bour, published Despauter as now rerised. Aji Kirk- 
wood's grammar, this continued in the schools, until 
it was at last superseded by Ruddiman's. The oele- 
famted John, Earl of Stair, the bold soldier, and Mni . 
nent statesman, was taught and educated at Kxrk- 
wood*s school in the town of Linlithgow, and it is be- 
lieved was boarded^ or tabled in hisT house* For fur- 
ther particulars, see Appendix. 

* David I. granted to the abbey of Dunfermlin, 
^< paasagium et navem de Inverkexthen.*' MS. Mo- 
nast. Scotia. This passage seems not to have been 
then denominated the Queen's Ferry : it was called 
Poffum Regina in a charter of Malcolm IV. He grant- 
ed, iu 1164, to the monks of Scone, a free passage ad 
Portum Reginae for the abbot, the monks, and their 
men. Vide Chartulary of Scone, No. 5. In 1294, 
Pope Gregory confirmed to the abbey of Dunfermlin, 
u dxmidinm passagii sanctn Margaritss Reginss. MS. 
Monast. Scotise, It was again granted to the abbey 
of Dunfermlin by Robert I., ancl re^gruted by Robert 
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as 1164, it was known by its present appel- 
lation. The parish of this burrough" was 
formed out of the ancient district of Dalme- 
nie, in 1616. Queensferry, though it had 
long been a port, was not a burrough in 
1556, when a general tax was levied on the 
royal burroughs. Its erection as such was 
strenuously opposed by the jealousy of Lin- 
lithgow, which could only be mollified by 
-degrading concessions. * The present re- 
venue of this petty corporation is only L.40. 
But it has never been inhabited by many 
people, enriched by much commerce, or dig- 
nified by great events."f Under the union, 
it has the privilege of choosing a representa- 
tive, with the other burroughs of Stirling, 

III., and confinned by James IV. in the year 1450. 
Idem ; and vide Robertson's Index, 146.- This' pas* 
' saf^e has since become private property, but not to the 
public advantage. An act ^< for the improvement of 
the passage across the Forth and the Qaeen*8 Ferry,** 
was passed in the 49th George TIL chap. 82. 
• Statistical Account, xiv. 558. 
f Statistical Account, xvii. 480- 



cr-.,«. 
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Inveikeithing, Dunfefmlin, and Cuhross. 
Borrowstownness is a barrougli o{ r^^i^ 
amd, as a sea-port, contains industrious peo^ 
■pie, who employ many ships.* Bathgate' is 
« burgh of barony, from very early times, 
which has seven yearly fisiirs, and has some 
internal tiafficf* Whitburn is a burgh of 
barony ; and Brocksbum and Blackbupi are 
market towns, which have arisen, in recent 
times, from the effiirts of industry. X 

There are few memorials of hostile con- 
flicts within this shire subsequent to Roman 
times. It was ike theatre, no doubt, .whem- 
on the sucQessive settlers, the SaxDua, the 
British, and the Scots, established by war- 
fare their various pretensions. § The sepul- 

• statistical Accotmt, xviii. 428. It Avas conJtro- 
•verted whettier this could be a j)ort of entry, In oppo- 
sition to BiacktiesS; the port of Linlithgow. After a 
long diBcaosion, Borrowstownness was declared to be .a 
port for shipping. Vide Fouutainhafll, i. «1. 

t Statistical Account, i. 351«i..4. 

f lb. xvii. 500; vi; 545; xic 3: 

5 Tndition states, that, toward tbe^ehd of the Piet- 



ehres which have been diseovered aloiig the 
Almon may contain the lemains of the war- 
riors who contended among these people Sas 
superiority or for settlement.* Edward I. 
rested at Linlithgow as he marched to the 
battle of Falkirk. In 1443, the town of 
Brodcsbum was biimt by James II., when 
he wasted the possessions of the rfhel Ikrag^ 
las.'f* In 1526, the Earl of Angus defeated 
the Earl of Lennox at Linlithgow Bridge, 
where the Lennox caim long distinguished 
the disastrous scene of his fall. | The castles 
in this shire are connected with the men and 
the manners of those warlike and wretched 

ish kingdonOf a battle was fought between the Picts 
and Scots near Bathgate, as perhaps the name aeenks 
to imply. Statistical Account, xz. 16. 

* A battle is said to have been fought on the Amon 
between the Scots and Britons^ in the year 993. Vide 
Macpherson*s Illustrations, in voce ^ Amon." 

f Transactions of Antiquarian Society of Edinburgh^ 
146. 

j: Dun)op*s MS. Account ^f Battles. Stalistical 
Account^ xiv. 571. 
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times. The Peel of Linlithgow is ooe «f 
the eldest castlei,. as we hsve seea. The 
Sftris ef Linlithgow were the hereditary 
keepers si the palace and the park.^. Black* 
nesB Castle, which stands.. on a picjecting 
promontory into the Focth, in.the parish si 
Garriden, was. long a royal . fortress. It. was 
one df the king'^s castles during the reign of 
ChaxleB IL, whereof the Earl of Livingston 
was hei!ieditary constable ; and it has remain* 
ed one of the king^s garrisons eren to the 
present times.")" . Ihmdas, as the femily is 
eU^ must have had a CMtle of. e^al anti« 
qttky4 Bambougle Castle is also old, and 
is yet inhafaitabla§ Kinneil Castle owes its 
odigin and rtt^enhurgement to the HamiU 



• Sibbald's l4iiiit%»w, IS^ abo DougWft F90C9i% 
44i. 

t Sibbald*! Liniithgavihira^ 16» tU StetifttltiU 
AotiDiAat, 1. 100. 

I Statistical Account, i. 23d ; and Sibbald^d.lialitk- 
gow, 22. 

S Sibbald*s Linlithgottv i2. 
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tons, who formerly lived here in baronial 
state, till the reformers ruined their house.* 
llie peel of Livingston derived its distant 
rise from Living, who lived under David I."f 
At Newyearfield, in Livingston parish, is a 
square tower, which seems to have been a 
baronial residence in the days of turmoil. 
Some traces of the castle which once secured 
the great &mily of Walter, the Stewiuid of 
Scotland, who married Marjory Bruce, << the 
lass who brought the sceptre to the Steward'^s 
house,"" may still be seen, in the middle of 'a 
morass near Bathgate, j: Aberoom Castle 
was built by the Earl of Douglas on the site 
of: the ancient monastery, neither of whidi 
ean now be traced imiidst ancient warfore and 
modem improvements. § Niddrie Castle^ 
wfaiek once stood in the parish of Kirkliston, 

■ • SibbaldVLinlUhgow, ^8. 
f Gough*8 CamdeD, iii. 318 ; also Dalrymple^ CoU 
lecu 421. 

I Statistical Account, ii. 354. 
§ Gough*s Camden, iiL 313* 



86 

is new in ruins. The baron of this castle 
was, t»f old, the hereditary bailie of the ec- 
4slesiastical regalitj of Kirkliston;* Meid^ 
Kope ivas formerly >< a fine tower hollse^^^ the 
-seat of Dnumnond of Meidhope, and now 
belonging to the Earl of Hilton.')' Tar* 
42ravan Castle, in Linlithgow parish, has long 
^een in ndns. j: Castldjuon, which stood of 
dd on the shore of the Forth, below KJuh- 
.neil Castle, is now overflowed by the Fin^.'§ 
-Toqthiehen Tower owes ilis riae to .the knig^ 
•of St, John, during martial days; and its 
preservation, in other times, to the baardnsiof 
Torphichen.|| In Torphichen parish, near 
xLochcoat, there is the ruin of a castle, which 
still shows its baronial gloom and grandeuf^^ 



. * Id^m. Duriag David I.*8 reigii; AlezAnder »!:eton 
granted to Ade Forrest two ploughs of land, in the 
town of Niddrie, in Linlithgowshire. Robertson^s In- 
dex, 67. 

f Sibbald*B Linlithgow, 20. ^ Idem. Ifi. 

% Idiem. 18. . f Idem. £3. 

^ Armstrong's Map. 
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The. ruins of West Binny still evince that 
they had been the lesadenee of a baron.* 
Mannerston Castle also shows its finrmer im.- 
portaneein its nuns.*|- Bpdgehouse Gaade 
was the ancient scat of the £!ail of IdnHth*- 
gow, and the bexonial mansion of the i^afity 
of Ogil£ice4 Such are the mouldering me- 
morials of the personages who once domi. 
ne^Kd in Linlithgowshire; such has been 
the ehange of manners^ that fiurmeis reside 
where barons reigned. A distinguished re- 
giment of cavalry, the Soots Greys, was raised 
in the reign of Charles II. by the fiimi^ of 
JS^yell of Binns. 

Pe^s once piedonuaiated in this Uttfe 
)Ajre.§ The descendants of Living,, who 
flourished under David I., and acquired the 
name of Livingston, became peers in the 



* Armstrong!! M&p. f Idem. 

\ Sibbald's Linlithgow^ 23. 

$ See the lilt of jtriDcipal heritors in SibMd^ IdA- 
lithgowfhire. 



deyenth bamsmnsMNQ. It was Al^cander, 
the seventh barab, who was created Karl of 
Linlithgow, in IGOO; and it was Jamai, 
the. fourth earl, who, engaging in the rebel- 
lion I7IS9 lost hi^ estate and honours bjr at- 
tainder. * Sir James Livingston, the second 
son of Alexander, the Earl oS Linlithgow, 
was oeated Lord Alnion in 1633, and Earl 
of Calendet in 1641 ; bui;, after a &m de- 
scents, these titles, bj &ilure of isaie, Ine- 
eame merged, in 1695,. with die eider title 
of Linlithgow."f" Abercom, which is noted 
for the antiquity of its name, and the earli- 
ness of its history, is also very remarkable 
fer having given, in 1600,. the title of Earl 
to James Hamilton, the heir of Claud, Lord 
Paisley ; and the earldom, after various for- 
tunes and transmissions, has recently been 
expanded into the Marquisate of Abercom* j 
At the Rfeforraatioii, Torphichen gave the 

f Ibidem^ U5^ t l^^em,2. 
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title of Baron to Sir James Sandilands, Lord 
St. John of Jerusalem'in Scotland, * and the 
vast estates of that opulent' order, by the 
usual management of that period, converted 
into temporal property. 

The Earl of Hopeton is the most. wealthy 
.peer who has now much connexion with 
Linltthgow8hire.-t- Both the. estates and the 
peerage of this fiunily may be traced up to 
Sir Thomas Hope, a lawyer, whose artifiee 
was equalled by his abilities, who flouriahed 



* Douglas** Pedcage, p. 670. 

f The Hopes owe their elevation and wealth to 
trade. We learn from the curious Memoirs of the 
Sommervilles, that the family was indebted for its sub- 
sequent prosperity to one Jacqueline de Tott, a Dutch 
woman, who kept a worsted shop in Edinburgh, in 
which sbe had made « good deal of money, who mar- 
-ried Henry Hope, an Edinburgh tradesmaii. She .is 
the direct ancestress of the Earls of Hopeton. The 
Hopes seem to have had a predilection for the worsted 
trade, as " ene Auna Hopo, that keeped the^rlndpall 
if not the only worset chope in Edinburgh," by marry- 
ing Sir Jameff Stewart when a «' prentice bey,** laid the 
foundation of iiis subsequent fortunes. Vol. it p. 395. 
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under James VI. and. Charles I., and died 
in 1646. Charles Hope, his gieat.grand- 
son, the hereditary sheriff and parliamentary 
representative of Linlithgow, was created 
Earl of Hopeton in 1703. ♦ The Duke of 
Hamilton and the Earls of Buchan and 
Roseberry, the two latter resident, have aU 
considerable estates in the county. 

This shire has not given many senators 
to the College of Justice. Sir James Hope, 
the eldest son of Sir Thomas Hope, was ap> 
pointed a senator, by the title of CraighaU, 
in 1632 and 1641. Sir Thomas Hope, the 
second son of the same great lawyer, was ele- 
vated to the same seat in 1641, by the title 
of Lord Kerse. And Sir James Hope, the 
fourth son of the same eminent &ther, was 
appointed a senator in 1649, by the designa- 
tion of Lord Hopeton, who was the ancestor 
of the earls of the same title.f Sir Thomas 

* Douglas's Peerage, p. 350. 

t DouglM remaiks, that while Sir Thomas Hope 
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Stirling of Camden was appointed a senator 
of this college, in 1661 , by the name of Lord 
Garden,* and sat till the year 1668. f This 
shire produced, in 1704, that elegant man 
and ingenious poet, William Hamilton of 
Bangour, who died in 1754. 1 Wilkie, the 
very ingenious author of the Epigoniadj was 
bom at Echlin in 17^1 9 w^ educated at 
Dalmenie, and died at St. Andrews in 177^-§ 

was lord advocate, three of his sons were lords of ses- 
sion ; and as it was thought indecent that be should 
plead uncovered before them, he was allowed the pri- 
vilege, which every lord advocate has since enjoyed, of 
pleading with his hat on. Vide Douglas's Peerage, 
340. This peerage-maker is, however* mistaken in 
supposing that Sir Thomas Hope pleaded before three 
of his sons ; for his fourth son, Lord Hopeton, did not 
sit till his fsther had been two years dead. It was ra- 
ther the great talents, and still more the great weight, 
of Sir Thomas Hope, which procured for him and his 
successors the privilege of pleading with their hats on. 

* This is erroneous, Stirling of Carden being a fa- 
mily in another county. 

f Iiofd Hailes' List of Lords of Session. 

f He died at Lyons, 25th March 1754. Vide Scots 
Magazine of that year, 155. 

$ Scots Magazine, 582. He had a sister, a tery 
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That emi&eiit soldi^ and statesman, JohO) 
the Earl of Stair, dignified this shiie by his . 
residence, improved it hj his example, and, 
in 17479 ^^ buried in the kirk of NewUfr- 
ton, without a memorials * 

Connected with feudal times and barons 
brave, is the account which the sheriffs seve- 
rally' settled in the exchequer for the royal 
dues. In 1633, the whole charge fer Lin* 
lithgowslure' against the sheriff was L.2392, 
13s. 2d. ; the discharge was L.2179, Bs. Id. 
So die free money which was yearly paid in 
was L.213, 58. Id. Seots.f In 1591, the 

worthy personage, but who, like Mrs. Makiprop, used 
to make the most amusing mistakes in conversation. 
She was dining once with her brother at Lord Laader« 
daie*s, and made a most excellent meal ; at the con* 
chision of whicli she exclaimed, ^* Blesa me^ Vyb been 
eating like an epigram!" She caught her brother's 
eye, saw she had blundered, and corrected the mistake 
by adding, *' How absent I am ! I meant an epUtqtk.** 

* Douglas's Peerage, 640. Statistical Account) z» 
73. 

f Of the whole rental which the sheriff accounted 
for^ the lordship of Linlithgow was charged L»2179, 



whole revenue which the king derived from 
Linlithgowshire was'L.184, 15s. 6d. Scots.* 
It is impossible to trace the history of the 
property in this shire, and it would not be 
very exhilarating if it were possible. During 
the esurliest times, the tribe, rather dian the 
ii^dividual, claimed the right to the diistrid. 
In diis polity the Romans, perhaps, did not 
make much change. The Saxons, who in- 
truded into this country, after their departure, 
divided the lands among their chiefs, in ccfsa- 
modious divisions. Under the Scots, a kind 

8s. Id. ; the town of Linlithgow paid L.52 ; the town 
of Queensferry, L.3 ; and other lordships and lands, 
L.158, 5s. Id. But, during several years, the lordship 
of Linlithgow had not been accounted for, as the whole 
sum was assigned to the earl for keeping the palace.— 
Sir William Purves*s MS. Account. 

• There were, moreover, paid to the king, from 
Linlithgowshire, — of wheat, 6 chalders 5 bolls 8 firlots 
and % pecks ; of bear, 6 chalders 7 bolls and 1 firlot ; 
of oats, 6 chalders li bolls and 1 firlot ; of capons, 16, 
and of poultry, 6 dozens. MS. Account of King James^ 
whole Revenue, which was presented to his consort on 
her arrival, and which is pt^erved in the Advocates* 
Library. 
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of mixed policy predominated. The chief 
enjoyed the distsrict during his life, with di- 
visions and subdivisions under him to his 
followers ; yet after his death, or forfeiture, 
his district returned to the clan, who could 
not be deprived of their property in the soil. 
The Scoto-Saxon period brought with it a 
great change, which was as new as it jproved 
lasting. The king, in the notion of law, was 
the owner of all property, and the distributor 
of all jurisdiction. We see this theory in its 
practice, reflected to us from the satis&ctory 
evidence of the earliest charters. In the 
grants of David I., we perceive him exercising 
ownership over property, and jurisdiction 
over persons within this shire. Waldeve 
the son of Cospatrick, who granted the char- 
ter of Dundas, is the most ancient private 
proprietor within Linlithgowshire, of whom 
any record appears.* If we except Dundas 

* Charter of Dundaf, ride Diplomata ^cotis, plate 
73. Sir James Dalrymple*s Collections, 881, 382. 
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of Dundas, it may well be doubted whedier 
any of the present proprietors in this shire, 
can be traced back through so many revolu- 
tions and forfeitures to that early age. From 
the commencement of the eighteenth century 
to the present time, there have been many 
alterations of property, and still more changes 
of fiunily, a consideration whereof, leaves the 
mind to muse on the vicissitudes ot life.* 



VII.^^-OF ITS AGKICtTLTURE, MANtrPAC- 
TITRES, AND TRADE. 

It may be easily supposed, that the area 
of this shire has all the varieties of soil, from 
bad to good, which can depress or invigorate 
the husbandry of any country. The sub- 
joined table will exhibit to the inquisitive 
inquirer, more specific information with re- 
gard to all those intermixtures of surface, than 
• See Sibbald's Linlithgowshire. 
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the most elaborate descriptioih* The cold- 
est soil is chiefly in the south, and south- 
western parts of this shire, which have also 
the worst climate. In the same parish there 
are specimens of every sort of soil. Within 
Dalmenie parish, in the north-eastern part of 
this shire, there is what long experience has 
called perpetual soil, which, without renova- 
tion, continues through ages productive. •(* 
Much of this shire, from its northerly lati- 
tude may be supposed to be chill, yet from 
the flatness of its surface, its nearness to the 

* The following detail may be deemed an approzi- 
mation to the truth :— 

Of day of a good quality, there are« acres Eng- 
lish, .... 20,000 
Clay on a cold bottom . . 24,500 
Loam . . . . . 10,000 
Light gravel and sand . . 10,000 
Moors and high rocky land . 15,220 
Mosses ..... 1,700 
Lakes, Rivers, Waters, and others . 500 

Toul 81,£»£0 
f Statistical Account, i. 830. 



/ 



96 

Forth, and the prevalence of the south-west 
winds, it is generally tentiperate, being nei« 
ther very cold nor very sultry; and being 
blessed with gentle showers, rather than de« 
luged with violent rains ; owing to all those 
causes, two-thirds of this shire may be said 
to enjoy the second rate climate within this 
part of our island.* The area of this shire, 
even during the Scoto-Saxon period of its 
history, was covered with woods, which were 
extremely congenial-to the state (^husbandry, 
in that age, consi^ing as much of pasturage 
as of cultivation."f- Near Kinneil House, 
on the Forth, there is still a natural wood of 

• Vide Agricultural Survey, T. . Also WighVu 
present state df Husbandry in Scotliind, (1778) vol. 
iv. yage 474, who however, Hays *' that the climate of 
Linlithgowshire isnof^he most favourable for com, 
owing to the quantity of rain that frequently falls." 

f The topography of this shire evinces that wood- 
lands did formerly prevail, in every part of this coun. 
try. Bleaus Atlas Scotis, No. 9, 29. And Armstrong's 
Map of the three Lothians. In the south-west end of 
this shire, very large pieces of oak trees aicT frequently 
found in the mosse^i. Vide Agricultural View, 33. 
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seventy acres,* During many years, the 
landowners have paid great attention to plant- 
ing. On almost every estate may be seen 
many acres of young planltations, and they 
are busy in carrying forward that most use- 
ful improvement, the planting of the moor- 
lands upon the heights. -|- About one*third 
part of the whole coutitry is either in wood- 
lands, old pastures, or in artificial grasses. 
And there are rather more than four-fifths of 
the shire enclosed, by almost all the variety 
of fences, which ingenuity has contrived, in 
a country abounding in stone. } 

* Statistical Account, xviii. 425. 

t Vide Agriculturtil View, page 30. 

X Vide Agricultural View, 14*. Wight reported to 
the trustees of the forfeited estates, in the year 1778, 
^* that much, had been done during the last twenty 
years, yet that great part of the county of Linlithgow 
still remained in a state of nature.*' Vide present 
state, 1778, vol. iv. page474>. In order to recQncile 
these apparent contradictions, we must suppose> what 
indeed, is inferable from the Agricultural View of 
1794, that there had been much inclosure and other 
improvements, during the twenty years which elapsed, 
P 
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David I. was the greatest farmer In Lin- 
lithgowshire ; he had a grange at Linlith- 
gow town, as we know from the charter of 
Holyrood. And here he practised husbandry 
by his own proper men, though perhaps not 
with the greatest knowledge of the theory q{ 
i^culture.* Neither the skill nor the suc- 
cess of the barons during that age could be 
much greater than the kings. But agricul- 
ture could not be carried on during such 
times with much amelioration. The culti- 
vators were mostly all villeyns^ who did not 
labour for their own profit, but for the benefit 
of others. The great fiicility of every agri- 
subsequent to the survey of Wight, who saw every 
one busy in acts of melioration, ** all are alive," he 
adds, "and struggling to excel.'* 

• There is still a farm at Linlithgow, which Wight 
inspected, and which is called " 7^ Kiny's FiM" 
Report, IV, 515. The King's Park at Linlithgow h 
also converted into a farm. Idem. The charter of 
Holyrood speaks of the number of sheep which died 
naturally ; a circumstance this which indeed supposes 
that many were kept, but with less provision of winter 
food than the occasion required. 
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cultural operation, communications were in 
those times dther wanting or defective. 
Without the advantage of public roads, in- 
dividuals whd possessed property in distant 
districts were obliged to ask freedom of pas- 
isage through the neighbouring manors.^ 

• The monks of Newbottle, who had lands in La- 
narkshire, found it difficult, for want of public roads, 
to pass and repass to and from their several granges ; 
and tliey were obliged to obtain from individuals per. 
mission to travel through their lands. In 1353, Ar- 
chibald, the master of the house of Torphichen, grant- 
ed to these monks liberty of free passage through the 
lands of Torphichen, ** per illas vias, qutbns hactemis 
Hsi sunt." Chart. Newbdttle, No. 230. In 1330, 
Thomas de Bosco, the lord of Ogilface, confirmed a 
charter of his father to the monks of Newbottle, giving 
them <<liberum transitum,- per terram meam de Ogil- 
face, per seipsos, vel cum phmstris vecturis, et animal! • 
bus, &c. ih eundo, et redeundo de terra sua de Dun- 
peldre apud Newbottle et retro, quotiescunque volue- 
rint," &c. Ibidem, No. 231. Sir Reginald le Chene 
granted to the same monks " liberum transitum via 
competentis et sufficientis, ad asyamentum eorundem, 
per terram meam, et baroniam de Strathbrock, txtra 
segeteg, etpraia, in divert^ido de Newbottle, ad terram 
eorum in valle de Clude et retro.'* Ibid. 333. In 1333, 
Waker^ the Stewart of Scotland, granted to the same 
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The monks of Newbottle, as we have just 
seen, in communicating with Monkland, were 
obliged to travel through the natural opening 
of the country, through the vaDey of Brocks- 
, bum, by Bathgate. And this ancient pas- 
sage is the present site of the Bathgate road 
from Edinburgh to Glasgow, through Linlith- 
gowshire, which is the boast of Scotland Sx 
the lojrelness of its track and the firmness of 
its surface. The epoch of the first turnpike 
road which traversed Mid and West Lothian 
from Edinburgh to the Queen's Ferry, is 
1751 ;* and the epoch of the first road law 
of Scotland is 1555.f In the year 1752, a 
law was obtained for repairing the principal 
post road through Linlithgowshire.^ Mean- 

~ monks ** free passage through his whole barony of Bath, 
ket, with their carnages, from their monastry of New. 
bottle to their land, which is called Monkland.**- Ibid. 
No. 224. 

* Stair's Institutes) 287. 

f By 24 Geo. II. ch. 28, amended by 28 Geo. II. 
ch. 39. 

i 25 Geo. II. ch. 28, amended Jby S2 Geo. II. ch. 
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tirae^ the reign of Charles II. was the period 
in which the county roads and highways to 
market towns were placed, by the Scottish 
parliament, under the sheriffs and justices.^ 
Sy all those means, Linlithgowshire is, at 
length, accommodated with complete com- 
munications in every direction ;-f- and^ owing 
to the same n^eans, agriculture was promoted 
by the &cility of conveyance and travel. 

Throughout the .Scoto-Saxon period, and 
for ages afterward, every manor had a vil- 
lage ; and the tenants of both had common 

55 ; and, in 1753, the 86 G«o. IT. ch. 81, empowered 
repairing the road by Livingston to Glasgow. Add 
the act 49 Oea HI. ch. 38, for repairing the roads of 
this shire. 

* See the statute-book of that reign. In 1681, the 
hiird of Hopeton was empowered to change a highway 
at Winchburgh, in West I>othian. Unprinted Act 
In 1696, an act passed for building a bridge over the 
river Avon, against which the town of Linlithgow en- 
tered a protest. Unprinted Act, 6th Sess. 1st Pari. 
WilUam. 

f Ainslie's Map of Scotland. Agricultural View. 
Statistical Account* iv. 467.. 
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of pastiirage, which obstmeled, melioration, 
while 8 general right eoujd not be of much 
private benefit.* Lying under so many disr 
advantages, fiurms oould not rent for much, 
while lands were plenty and inon^ was 
scarce.'f' Every agricultural praoticie which 
we have seen in actual existence in the shires 
of Berwick, Haddingt<m, and Edinburgh, 
equally existed during those times in Lin- 
lithgowshire. Every mancnr had its mill, its 

* John de Strivelin coafirmed to the hospital of Sol- 
tre a toft and a croft in his manor of Ochiltree, with' 
common of pasture for four cows, twelve ewes, with 
their lambs of one year old; and also <me thrave of 
corn from etevy carnieate of his lands ; and of his men, 
wherever they mii^t be, on the southern side of the 
Forth. Vide Chartul. Soltre, No. 2T. John rf"StPiTe- 
Hn probably lived unddr- Alexander III. And to this 
same grant Oaifred prepmivs de Oc^iltPee was one of 
the witnesses. 

f In the year 1306, the hospital el Sokre granted a 
lease to Mathew of Kinglas, which is in tht parish of 
Carriden, of the whole lands beloi^mg to the hospital, 
lying in Kinglas and in PhilHpston, in the parish of 
Abercorn, he and his always rendering for the same, 
yearly, ten shillings. Vide Chartul. Sohre, No. 45. 
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kiln. Its malt^'house, and its brewery, for the 
use of the village. The husbandiaan used 
oxen in their ploughs and waggons.* They 
cultivated the same grain, they pastured the 
same beasts, and they aimed at the same 
profits. The people of those times had their 
fisheries, and their salt-pans; and for fuel 
they used wood, and peats and coals.f Yet, 

* Even as low down as January 1549, when a fort 
was about to be erepted at laveresk, the privy council 
ordained that every plough of eigfU oxen, between Ijin- 
lithgow and Haddington, should furnish one man, pro- 
vided with a picky mattock, shule, and spade, and to 
work thereat in the erecting of the said fort for six 
days i and also that each potdi plough shotild furnish 
^100 such men. Vide Keith's Appendix, 57. 

-|- During the reign of WtUiam the Lion, William 
de Vetereponte granted to the monks of Holyrood« 
<( totam decimam, de Carhonario meo de €ande»* in 
perpetual alms. Crawford's MS. Extract from the 
autograph. William de Vetereponte acquired from the 
king, early in his reig^n, the manor of Cariden, in 
West Lothian. Caledonia i. 552. That grant, then, 
to the monks of Helyrood, must have been made be- 
fore the end of the twelfth eentury, and of course pre- 
cedes the similar grant of De Qoiney, to the monks of 
Newbottle, of the coUery of Tranent, in the period 
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was there a slow progress of melioration 
throughout the Scoto-Saxori period, particu- 
larly in the reign of Alexander III., when 
peace existed, improvement prevailed, and 
plenty abounded.* 

During the twelfth, thirteenth, fi>urteenth, 
and fifteenth centuries, the common division 
of lands in this shire, were Carrucates, bo- 
vates, or oxgates.-f- In the charters of 
Charles II., the possessions in Linlithgow- 
shire are described, by the ancient terms of 
poundrlands, mark, shilling, and penny- 

fvom 1202 to 1218. Coals were very early worked in 
the king*s manor of Linlithgow. In 597, an act was 
passed by the parliament to protect the king's palace, 
park, and coals. Lord Livingston obtained a grant of 
the coal of Bonny toun, lying within the lordship of 
Linlithgow, sometime before November 1600. Vide 
the act 8, parliament XII. James VI. 

* During the reign of Alexander III., the rents 
and profits within Linlithgowshire, were assigned to 
ihe Norwegian king, who had married his daughter 
^Margaret, as we know from the Kotuli Scotiee. This 
had no salutary eifectvon the pursuits of the people. 

f The chartularies, and Hobertson'a Index. 
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lands.^ ^ Yet is the carrucate, or plough- 
gate, the division which is still in use with- 
in this shire; and it is by the ploughgate 
that the whole lands are assessed, for the 
making and repairing of the roads."}* 

Whatever may have been the happy state 
of domestic affairs, at the demise of Alex- 
ander III., the rancorous war of seventy 
years, which succeeded that sad event, 

• MS. Collection of charters. 

f Agricultural View, 28. Statistical Account, Iv. 
467. There are sixty ttree ploughgates in Torphi- 
chen parish, ihid. There are sixty-eight plbughgates 
in Bathgate parish, ibid. i. 350. £ach ploughgate 
contains not less than seventy acres of Umd.~ ^e ta^ 
'•roll of the lands in every shire, was however, made up 
according to parliamentary practice, the lands being 
valued in pounds, shillings, and pence. The tax roll 
of 1615, upon which the assessments were hiiS, were 
thus made and returned to the parliamentary ct^mmis* 
«ioners. It may gratify a reasonable curiosity to see 
from the record the several totals of the tax rolls of the 
th ree Lothians : — 

• Linlithgowfthire was returned at . L.i94 13 4 
Edinburghshire at . 62 1 1) 

Hadingtonshire at .... 567 11 4 
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plunged the whole eoiitttry intd an abyss of 
ruin.* From the destruction of war^ ani 
the depression of misrule^ linlithgowshiiis 
did not recover even down to our own times. 
Domestic feuds were foil- as desterucftive as 
foreign inroads,'^ The whole intercourses 

4^ The charters which were written in those disaa- 
trous tim^s, are crowded with outcries of devastation. 
The chartulary of Newhottle speaks Of the wars not 
having left one stone standing upon another. In 1337, 
William, bishop of St. ^^ndrews, granted to the naon- 
astery Oi, Newhottle, «» per querelam opprpssi,'* the 
church of Bathgate, vide chartulary of Newhottle, 179. 
But the comparison of the ancient extent of those good 
did times, with the new extent of the days of the reig^ 
of David II., is the very beat proof of the devastation 
and great deterioration of the country, in respect to 
its agriculture. See Hobertson^s Index. 

f In the year 1445, during the singular and disaf- 
trous /eurf, between Crichton the Chancellor, and the 
£arl of Douglas ; Crichton ravaged the lands and 
manor of Abercorn, which then belonged in property 
to the said Earl of Douglas ; and among varioua other 
cibjects of waste and devastation, he drove away a most 
beautiful race of mares, which the Earl of Douglas had 
with great care, and much expense, brought from 
Flanders to this country, and were fed and fostered 
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of life w&x ofpresaive ; the strcmg constaady 
iorerpewering the nr^eak.* Even die Isvjiag 
of rent, or the zemorang of teoants, was at- 
tCTided with prodigums waste^ as we might 
ieani^ indeed, from the parliamentary records. 
During the an/cient regime, the tenants of 
chmx:hmm lived under indulgent landlords, 
who even affi»ded diem persoiiaLproteetaoa. 
The trans&r of so many lands :atl tti^ Bd^- 
mation, fiom the spirituality^ ::tatenq)or€U 
hrds, Inroaght with it a terriUie.' chasi^, 
^<to the poor oommons.^^^ That t]»nts^c»: 

with the same attenti(m in the extensive park of Aher- 
corn. Vide Hume of Oodscrofts history of Do«glas 
and Angus, vol. i. p. 308. Edinhui^h, 174a 12m^ 
What improvements of stock, or agriculture could be 
made during such times, and such manners ? 

• In June 149Si the tenants of Wester Whitburn 
complained in parliament against Sir James Livingston, 
for taking from them their cattle. The Lords ordained 
Sir Jam^s to restore the oxen and eows as good as they 
were, or pay the value ; the value is specified, a coiv 
tind an as, four merks, three oxen, lix inerka. Vide 
parliamentary record, 377. 

f Old ^ Richani Maitland> who witoessed that 
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was grievously felt hj the husbandmen, dur- 
ing a wasteM century of civil wars! As that 
transfer was not a small ingredient of the 
moving causes which incited the grand rebel- 
lion. The Union and lYie abolition o{ the 
heritabk jurisdictions, are the two happiest 
events in the hktory nf those changes which 
were either advans^ or fortunate for agricul- 
ture. It is not indeed, easy to fix. the real 
epoch of actual impfovejoients in Linlithgow- 
shire. The year .1723^ -when the society of 
improvers was established, may perhaps be 
deemed the true aera. . From this period, a 

change, bestows a whole poem <<.againis oppressioun of 
.tUe comounis.** 

" Sum comounis* that hes bene weill stakit, 
Undir kirknxen ar now^'all wrakit. 
Sen that the teynd and the kirk laa^is 
i Came in grit iemporall mennis handis. 

♦ • • • 

Sic extortiounand taxatioune 
Was nevir sene into this natioun."* 
Such' then were the terrible effects on the unprotected 
husbandmen, by that transfer of the lands, and their 
labourers, from the indulgent clergy to the lay^impro- 
prietors. 

* Poems of Sir Richard Maitland, privately printed 
Tor the Maitland Club, p. 4*. Glasgow, 1830, 4to. 
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sort of enterprise may be traced in every 
shire.^ In 1728 John, Earl of Stair, now 
a statesman out of place, came from. the tur- 
moils of public life, to the quiet pursuits of 
agriculture at Newliston, in this shire. This 
able man at length introduced new maxims 
of husbandry, atid novel modes of cultiva- 
tion. It was he who first practised the 
horse-hoetng husbandry; it was he who, in 
addition to the improvements of Lucem and 
Smtfinn^ which were then uncommon gnu^ 
ses in that country, cultivated turnips, cab- 
bages, and carrots by the plough that answer- 
ed all the ends of summer &llow, says Max- 
well the agdculturist.f Charles, the first 

* On the 8tU of April 1725, one Higgens, and his 
copartners, began to sell at Cuffabouts, near fior- 
rowstownnet8» their maawre for improving ground, at 
one shilling a bushel. Caledonian Mercury, No. 787. 
Though this project probably failed, yet it is an evi- 
dence of returning enterprise. 

f Select Transactions of the Society of improvers. 
After John, Earl of Stair, left Kirkwood^s school, at 
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ISsrl of Hapetaii^ folkiwed the enoDuntgix^ 
exmnplis of IJhafr .iUuttrious sUteEman, and 
even going beyond faim, he nslened to his 
tenants L.lO6i0 of his rdnts, in. conaidamtifni 
of the bad crops, in 174iQ.^ . By thia aot of 
generosity, he gave to the fiinners on his 
estate L.IOOO of additional capital fiar the 
improvement of husbandry* But diey both 
died too soon to do all the good ^leh- they, 
intendedj'f * Neither the husbandnien nor 
the countiry were sufficiently prepared to pco* 
fit from their agricultural exam^^ Thir- 
ty years ^fter* diese two noble agriculturists 
had ceased to instntet by their praetiee, and 
to encourage by their generonty, a race of 
projectors arose, who went beyond them in 
usefulness. Some practical fanners with 
dear heads, enterprising hearts, and sufficient 

liinlithgow, he went to Leydeii, and spent much of 
his youth in the Low countries. 

* Select Transaction^ dedication. 

t Earl Hopetou died in I7il, and the Ear) or Stair 
died in 1747. 



Ill 

capital undertook as a profes&iitn to lent 
fenns and estate, with design to iHapav^ 
them ; and then to relinquish them to other 
&rmean» for an adequate profit* Such spe- 
culative farmers do more for the improvement . 
of a country 9 than many nobl^, who, as they 
farm for amusement, are toe high for the imi- 
tation of common husbandmen. 

Meantime, there Was introduced into th^ 
Lothians ^^ the practice of draining, indi^ 
ing, summer-fallowing, sowing flax, helnp, 
rape, turnip, and grass seeds, of planting 
cabbages and potatoes with the plough j in 
fieldis of great extent ; and there was adopted 
other such commandable husbandry.^'^-|* All 
this was said- to have been done before the , 
year 1743, And we may thus perceive who 
were the earliest improvers in this shire ; and 

• Wight speaks of the practice of several such im- 
provers, in the sheriffdom of Linlithgow, vide Report, 
iv. 

f Maxwell^s Select Transactions, which were pnb. 
lished in 1743. 
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to what extent their improvements had been 
carried hjr rational management, in the busy 
period which succeeded the epoch of 1723. 
The forming of turnpike roads by tolls, as 
we have seen, and the improving of the cross 
roads by assessments, have enabled diligent 
husbandmen to carry those beginnings /of 
" commendable husbandry^ to great perfec- 
tion. Since the days of Stair and Hopeton, 
this shire has been mostly all endiosed.* 
The implements of farming have been 
rendered mpre commodious, and the thresh- 
ing-niilh which are said to have been lately 
invented, are allowed to be of great, ad van- 
tege.-f*- The number of draught cattle for 

• Agricultural View, 14. 

•|- Ibidem, 19. Yet it appears from the Select Tran- 
fiactions of the society of improFera, page S7d, that 
Mr. Michael Menzies, an advocate at Kdinburgli^ had 
invented a threshing machine, which was driven hy 
water, and which was by that society recommended to 
general use. So seldom is it that any thin^r new c^ 
liow be found. 
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the plough, has been lessened one half. Fann- 
steadings are generally much improved dur- 
ing late times.* This shire is possessed by 
thirty or forty landholders, whose yearly in- 
comes are from L.200 to L.G^OOO, besides 
some infierior holders of lands, who enjoy 
small heritages near Linlithgow, and Bor- 
rowtownness, &c. The extent of the &rms 
are from fifty to three hundred acres, the 
greater number whereof being from seventy 
acres to two hundred; and the leases are 
commonly (eft the space of nineteen years, 
though there are some few instances of leases 
being extended to fifty-seven years.^f- The 
town of Linlithgow has long enjoyed millsj 
which are profitable to the burrough, and 
advantageous to agriculture. J This shire 
town has a weekly market for com. Bath- 

* Agricultural View, 18, 28. f ^btd. 11, 12. 

I 2Stati8tical Account, xiv. 457 — 9. Jane Living- 
ston, the prioress of the nun9 of Manuel, conveyed, in 
1556, their mills upon tlie Avon to the corporation of 
Linlithgow. Vide Keith*s Religious Houses, 282. 
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gate has also seven £urs a^year^ which sate 
helpful to hosbaiidxy.^ 

Horticulture was probably introduced i^to 
this shire in early times. As David I. had 
a castle here, he must necessarily have had 
a garden ; and where the royal &mily resid-' 
ed, a garden must always have bem. Early 
in the reign of James yi,» the practice of 
gardening became general in Linlithgow- 
shire. [Upon the 23d of July] 1623, John 
Rate and Alexander Deane were convicted 
and executed, for stealing herbs, and roots, 
and bee-hives from the gardens of Bambn^, 
Craigiehall, and Carloury.f When John 
Ray ' came a-botanizing to Ldnlithgow, in 
August 1661, he found << Baillie Stewart had 
nourished in his gardens divers exotic plants, 

* As far back as the year 1594, there was an act of 
parliament in favour of the Mn at Bathgate* Un.* 
printed Act. 

t Amot*s Criminal Trials, 305. Pitoaim*8 Cri. 
lAinal Trials, voL iii. p. 555. 



iBore thw one would have hipped to find 
in so northerly and cold a country.'*^* 

Linlithgowshire seems never to have en- 
joyed the ben^t of manufaeture, except do* 
mestie &bries for family use. The linen 
which was once made here is no more manu- 
faetured.-f The town of Linlithgow has, 
indeed, some manufacture of white leather^ 
which is, howev^, sent off for further im* 
provement, X The shire town formerly en- 
joyed the exclusive traffic throughout the 
whole country, from Cramond to the mouth 
of the Avon, when Blackness was its port, 
and, like other coi^orate bodies, strug^ed 

* Ray's Itinerary, 300. And he particularised 
<' some such as he had not before seen." 

■|- In 1788, it appears to have manafoctared for sale 
6,353 yards, and 29,188 yards in 1789. In 1790, it 
still manafactured 9,040 yards. But, in 1801 and 
1808, this shire had completely lost the manufacture 
of linen. Vide Official Account. 

\ Pennant, ii. 833 ; and a detail of the number of 
flkifis and hides tanned and tawed, Statistical Account, 
xiv« 558. 
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a while to preserve its monopoly; but, in 
1672, the parliament, considering that many 
hands and many purses make a rich trade 
and a wealthy people^ declared that burroughs 
of regality and of barony were entitled to the 
same freedom of trade as royal burroughs.* 
But whether Linlithgow was fcMrmerly a place 
of considerable trade^ optdence^ and splendour^ 
as we are told, may well be doubted, though 
it must be allowed that considerable admits 
of degrees of comparison .-f* Salt is one of the 
earliest of the manu&ctures of this shire, and 
is still one of the greatest. | Lime is manu- 
factured to a great extent for domestic use, 

* Fountainhairs Decisions, i. 81 ; and Sir George 
3I<KeDzie*s Pleadings, 134. 

t Linlithgow town, however, enjoys the benefit of 
large breweries and distilleries, of tambour factories, 
of bleaching and printing cottons, of shoes for export, 
and of snuff for domestic use. Statistical Acooont, 
xiv. 552, &SQ. 

\ Sibbald, 18> 19. In 1498, Sir Patrick Hamilton 
was appointed governor of Blackness Castle, with leave 
to build Saltpans. 
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and fonnerljr for foreign export.^ Freestone 
is also wrought to a considerable amount for 
both those purposes.*!* The traffic of coal, 
perhaps, employs the greatest number of 
hands, except agriculture. I There are con- 
siderable distilleries and breweries, which en- 
rich various parts of this shire, as they are 
so intimately connected with its husbandry.§ 
The spinning of cotton has reared a new vil- 
lage at Blackburn, in Livingston parish. || 
The Queensferry has found the art of mak- 
ing the manu&cture of soap and the catch- 
ing of herrings profitable to its enterprising 
people.^ At Whitburn, the influence of 
Glasgow is felt, the industrious inhabitants 
being employed by it in flowering muslins, 
in weaving and in working cottons.** Such, 
then, are the various branches of manufacture 



• Statistical Account, xx. 390. t Il>id. i. 237. 
X Ibid. i. 9B. ; xviii. 436. 

§ Ibid. ir. 467, 556 ; xviii. 431. || Ibid. xx. 3. 

t Ibid. xvii. 489. *• Idem. 301. 
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which begin to spring up in this shire^ while 
it cannot boast of its trade or its. shipping.* 

After the persevering struggles c^ many- 
years, the custom-house district of Borrow- 
stownness was settled, in December 1713, in 
opposition to Bladcness, which was the ear- 
liest port and the shipping place of the shire 
town.-f* The port of Borrowstownness ex- 
tends along the Forth, and upon the shore 
of Linlithgowshire, from Gramond to Hig- 
gensnook, twenty miles ; and it comprehends 
sixteen miles of the opposite coast, j; The 

• On 6th October 1724, being the next day after 
tlie annual electidn of the magisf rates of Linlithgon*-, 
came on the election of a prases for the society calletl 
" The Neighbourhood of this Hurgh for the Propaga- 
Hon of Trade,** when John BeO, writer, was unani • 
mously elected for the ensuing year. Caledonian Mer- 
cury, No. 707. 

f During the reign of William the Lion, Wliliam 
de Vetereponte granted to the monks ot Holyrood 
•< decimam denariam de omnibus navibus et batellis in 
terra mca de Blackness.*' Crawfurd's MS. from the 
Autograph. The shipping here have been often burnt 
by the Englisli, as we have seen. 

t A MS. Custom-house detail. On- the south side 



119 

Queensferry was undoubtedly a port as early 
as the reign of Makdm IV.* In 1656, 
the Qtfeensferry possessed one vessel of 18 
tons. Before 16929 this a:«ek had acquired 
seven 'Vessels, carrying in all 776 tons. They 
continued to increase; and Sibbald talks 
magnificently, during the reign of Anne, 
that Queensferry and Borrowstownness had 
36 s^ips, when Glasgow, Stirling, and Lin- 
lithgow carried on from thence a great trade 
to Holland, Hamburgh, and the Baltic.^ 
There appear to have been registered, in 
1787> within the several creeks of Boirows- 

of the Forth, this port comprehends the creeks of South 
Queensferry, Blackness, Avon Water, Grangemouth 
being the eastern entrance into tlie Forth and Clyde 
Canal, and Carronshore. On the north side of the 
l^'orth, this port comprehends the creeks of Culross, 
Toryburn, Crombie Point, Limekilns, Inverkeithing, 
North Queensferry, and St. David's Castle. 

• Chart. Scone, No. 5. Robert I. granted to the 
abfiey of Dunfermlin, ^'cocketam, cum nova magna 
custuma tarn de burgis de Dunfermlin, Kirkcaldie, 
Musselburgh, et Passagio Beginie,** M^. Monast. 
ScotifB. 

t Vide Sibbald% Linlithgow, 17. 
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townness, 139 vessels, bearing 11,910 tons.* 
They seem to have increased to 166 vessels 
in 1792. But the shipping of this port ap- 
pear to have somewhat decreased before the 
year 1802, when Leith upon the east, and 
Carron on the west of Borrowstownness, began 
to gain an obvious ascendency. We may form 
an accurate judgment, with regard as well to 
the employment of those shipping, as to the 
trade of this port, from the subjoined detail, 
as it appears in the custcmi-house registers : 



Years. 


Foreign 
Trade. 


•1 
Coast Trade. Fishery. 


Total. 


In 1760 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


u 


1111 


42 


1910 


2 


522 


55 


3,543 


1770 


20 


2000 


93 


4135 


4 


451 


117 


6,536 


1780 


24 


2710 


116 


6255 


— 


— 


140 


8,965 


1790 


43 


4885 


133 


8284 


2 


719 


178 


13,888 


flSOO 


23 


2330 


111 


6415 


— 


— 


134 


8,745 



• M8. Register of Shipping. 

f Since that period, th0-4:rade and shipping of Bor- 
rowstownness must have declined rapidly. - 

1 
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Yet, whatever may have been the meliora- 
tion of the agriculture of this shire, the in- 
crease of its manu&ctories, the extension of 
its trade, and the progress of its shipping, 
its population seems not to have been much 
affected. In the whole shire, there were 
scarcely 1500 more people during the year 
1801, than it contained in 1^B5. It is, 
however, consoling to consider, that they are 
more employed, more opulent, and more com- 
fortable in their several situations,' whatever 
may have been the vicissitudes of the world. 



VIII.— OP ITS ECCLESIASTICAL HISTOBY. 

Little has been transmitted with regard to 
ecclesiastical notices in this shire. At the 
epoch of the union of the Picts and Scots, in 
843, the bishoprick of Lindisfam extended 
to the Avon, perhaps beyond it, comprehend- 
ing within its ample range the whole area of 

G 
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West>'Lotli]aD.^ The momustery of Aber- 
corn, within tlos county, had l]|een settled in 
a prior age, as the venerable seat of the 
Pictish episcopate, with Tnimwin for its 
bishop. ~f* 

The extinc^n of the Northumbrian 
monarchy, and the &I1 of its bishoprip^ seem 
to have left whatever dimnshes existed un- 
der the authority of the bishiqp of St. An- 
drews, whose authority appears to liave been 
co<extensive widi the Scottish territcories. 
At die era (^ the record, we see him exer^ 
cising his functions over every district of the 
Lothians.j: And the Decanatus of Linlith- 
gow contained not only the chuKfaes of this 
shire, but even several parishes in Edin- 
burgh and Stiriingshi]ss.§ At Kirkliston, 

* Smith's Bede, lib. iv. ch. ?6, Append, ii. Ang- 
lia Sacra, i. 698. 

t Simeon of Dorsum), (l!^139. Havedea, 41:8. 

\ Smith's Bede, Append, zz. 

§ Sibba}d*B LinlithgowAhire, 3-4 MS. chartolary 
of Arbroath for a detail of the oburchM ia thf ^kamy 
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whiek was a tawm of legality, mi the seat 
of ks Qomt^ Ae hiAoip c£ St Andnem had 
a sort of sfmeimgptej under the king^s gxant, 
extending to the whole lands of iiud bidu^ 
lick on the souAh of the Forth. The Baii 
of Wintoun was long the hexilaible batUe of 
An extensure regality. The Earl of Hof^ 
ton, who succeeded him in. this office by pvme- 
clia»< was oompensalfid tax die loss of it^ 
when the heritable juriadictioDfi were h^^^ 

of Linlithgow. The archdeaconry of Lothian', as w« 
know from tfaeandent taxatio, was 6f old subcBvided 
into three demaries : Ist, the deaniy of LinUthgow, 9d, 
the deanry of Lothian, and 3d, the deanry of the Merse. 
The archdeaoonry extended, at the epooh of the Ttixa- 
Ho, from the Forth at Stirling on the north-west, to 
the Tireedy as high a« the influx <tf the Gala» on the 
south-east. And thus it must have comprehended 
within its ample bounds the eastern half of Stirlmg- 
shire, the whole of Linlithgowshire, £dinbuighshire* 
Haddingtonshire, and Berwickshire^ and also those 
parts of Roxbniighshire which happened to lie upon 
the northern sid^ of the river Tweed. In Bagimont's 
&qU, as it stood under James V., the archdeaconry 
of Lothian was rated at Xj.20., and Currie was the 
Mansio^ or seat of the archdeacon of IiOthian. 
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ly abolished.^ When the bishoprick of 
Edinburgh was erected in 1633, the churches 
of Linlithgowshire were placed under his au- 
thority, with a reservation, however, of the 
archbishop's regality, and other temporal 
rights."!* But his authority, after successive 
struggles, was in 1690 abolished for ever. 
In the town of Linlithgow, there were a 
monastery of Carmelites^ and one of Dominu 
cans. The first was founded by the bur- 
gesses in 1290, and consecrated to the Vir- 
gin, j The origin of the Dominican con- 
vent is more obscure, though the vestiges 
of their house may still be traced, in the 

* Sibbald's Linlithgowshire, 12-1 S. Vide also List 
of Claims and Compensations. 

t See the charter of Erection in Keith's history of 
the bishops, 29. 

I Vide Spottiswoode, 505. The rising ground on 
the southern side of the town, and whereon their con- 
vent stood, is still called the JFHars brae, and also, an 
adjacent spring is even now called the FHars wcff. 
Vide Statistical Account, vol. xiv. page 569. 
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eastern division of the town.* In the vi- 
cinity of this town there was of old an estab- 
Ushment of the Lazarites.f This house 
seems to have fallen into decay, and was re- 
stored under James I. as a Hospitium for the 
entertainment of pilgrims, which was dedi- 
cated to Mary Magdalene, and was governed 
by a precq>tbr. j There were several chap- 

* Vide Statistical Account. 

f Under Alexander II., John White, the son of 
John White, and grandson of Gilbert, gave to Liulph, 
the son of Liulph de Preston, a perticate of laud, with 
a croft and part of a loft, which he held << de fratribus 
de Sancto Lazaro" in Li^thgow town, in burgage. 
Chartulary of Newbottle, 205. 

f Vide Keith, 291. This HospiHum stood on the 
eastern side of the town, at the base of an eminence, 
which is still called Pilgrim's kUL One of the ancient 
fairs of Linlithgow is still named Mary MagdakiCs 
fair. Ip 14^6, James I. on his queen*s recommenda- 
tion, appointed Robert de Lynton the preceptor of 
Mary Magdalen*8 hospital, vide Spottiswoode, 534. 
In 1526, James Knolls, canon of Ross, and preceptor 
of this house, granted, with the consent of the arch- 
bishop of St. Andrews, the whole lands which thea 
belonged to this establishment to Sir James Hamilton 
of Finard, and this grant was confirmed by Jamea V. 
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lainries, and altdrages about thift toum, which 
had been founded by pious persons in pious 
tiBaes, and which were all dilapidated by in- 
terested men in a &na«ieal age.* There 
was another convent af Ci^mi^es, near 
the Queensferry, which was founded in 1390, 
by the Laird of Dundas, and consecn&ted to 
the Virffin. The remains of their hou^ may 
still be seen by antiquarian eyes ; and their 
ehuich, which is almost entire, may still be 
examined by those who delight to trace Go- 
thic architecture.-!* ^^ ^^ shire, however, 
di^re were not many reltgi&us Aot»es, though 
it contained the seat of the Templars. The 
Knights of St. John had their principal seat 
at Torphichen.§ This order came into 

TMs fnvourite hatfng afterward plott^ against the 
Bfe df his sovereign and generous benefactor, was con- 
Ticted and executed, as we liare already seen above. 

• M Sw Record of Donations. 

•f* It stands within Balmenie parish, though it be 
cltwe to the bnrrough of Queensferry. 

I Statistical Account, i. 298. 

5 The author here seems to confound the Templars 
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Seodand during the i^ign of David L, who 
endowed it with maaay lands^ uticcNumon pr i- 

and Johannitos, or Knighu of St. John. They were 
separate and distinct, although many of their objects 
were the same. By the suppression of the Tempkirs 
in lS12i the Jobannites, to whom a great part of the 
Temple estates had been transferred, although already 
a flourishing order, acqufared additional importance. 
Torphichdn wka the principal Messuage of the Hospi- 
tallers ; and Temple in Mid-Lothian of the Templars. 
Perhaps the following anecdote of the opinion enter- 
tained by the Lion.hearted fiidkard of these two or. 
ders of religious knights may relieve the dryness of 
the text : 

" While King Richard sojourned in France about 
his war which he held against King Philip, there came 
to him a French priest, whose name was Fulco, a 
preacher of some reputation among the common people^. 
This preacher required the king in any wise to put 
from him his three abominable daughters which he 
had, and to commit them to marriage, lest God pun- 
ished him for them. Thou liest, hypocrite, said the 
king, to thy very face ; for all the world knoweth I 
have not one daughter. The priest replied, I lie not, 
for thou hast three daughters, one of them is called 
pride, and another covetousness, and the third lust. 
With that the king called unto him his lords and bar- 
ons, and said unto them, this hypoorite here required 
me to majrry forth my three daughters, which, as he 
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vileges, and valuable exemptions.* And 
these were all oonfirmed and enlarged by 
successive kings, and allowed by several 
pppes. In July 1291, Alexander, "prior 
hospitalis sancti Johannis Jerusalomitani, in 
Scotia,^ swore fealty to Edward I. in the 
chapel of Edinburgh Castle.*)- In August 
1296, Alexander de Wells, " Gardeyn de 
rhospital de St. Jean de Jerusalem en Es- 
cosse,'' swore fealty to the same king.J The 

saitb, { cherish and maintain, that is to say, pride, 
covetousness, and lust ; and now that I have found 
out apt husbands for them, I will do it with effect, and 
seek no more delays ; I therefore bequeath my pride to 
the high minded Templars and Hospitallers, which are 
as proud as Lucifer himself. My covetousness I give 
»to . the White Friars, otherwise called the Cisteaux 
order, for they covet the devil and all. My lust I 
commit to the prelates of the church, who have most 
pleasure and felicity Uierein." [Editor.] 

* MS. Mouast. Scotiee. Chaitulary of Newbottle, 
242, and Chartulary of Aberdeen, 21-27^4. 

f Rymer, ii. 572. 

X Prynne, 656. This prior was slain in the battle 
of Falkirk, on the 22d of July 1298. Lord Hailes' 
Annals, i. 261. Meantime, Edward L had issued 
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gallant Wells was probably succeeded by 
Radulph de Lindsay, who was preceptor un- 
der Robert I.* Sir Henry Livingston was 
preeeptor under James II., and died in 1463. 
he was succeeded by Sir Henry Knolls, 
who governed this order in Scotland, during 
half a centiury, and was commonly called 
Lord St. John. He was appointed treasurer 
by James III. in 146B, and was removed in 
1470. He now joined the rebellious faction 
who pursued that unfortunate king to his 
unhappy end. Knolls was restored by the 
influence of the same faction in 1488, to 
whom there is reason to believe he lent money 
for accomplishing their treasonous purpose, 
and was amply repaid by the new rulers.-f* 

precepts to almost every sheriff in Scotland, to restore 
the property of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. 
Rotuli Scotise, 25. They seem to have had estates in 
almost every shire, except Aigyle, Bute, and Orkney. 

* Vide Robertson's Index, 11. 

f He was appointed in February 1480*90, to collect 
the king's revenues in Linlithgowshire. Vide parlia^ 
& 
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After being mu^ canjdo]^ by Jame& IV., 
Kiiotk feB fighting by bis side an Flodden- 
fieM. He was succeeded hj Sir Geoi)ge 
I>tindai&, in 1513^ who wa« the sdiaol4tiilow 
of Heetor Bdece at Paris, and t» prakied for 
his learning. Ulider Janies V., Sir George 
was succeeded as preceptor by Sir Walter 
liikfaay.^ Soon after his death, he irms 
succeeded by Sir Jaines Sandilanda. In 

mentary record, ^64, He also obtamed many grants 
of mueh pfopettp Bud. 3»7. la OcUihor 1498, dw 
rights of this wealthy order of men vere taken mto 
consideration by the parliament. Ibidem, 540. 

* In the itidnth of J^eMuaef I5S8-4y Sbf Wnttor 
Lindsay, a knight of na smaD fame, who was at the 
head of the Knights of St. John, and commonly knowh 
by tJie appeBfttioff of t^e Timceptot iff Tet^eh^fi, 
granted unto James Dondas. of Cr$iigtoiH and Eliza. 
beth Hamilton his wife, the lands oJT Nether New Lis- 
ton. He rose to be Justice-General of Scotland. 
He was remembered in IiindSay*i< Testament ofSqvg^ 

" The wise Sir Walter Lindsay they hita call, 

£.ord of St. Jtoh&atad raOgU «f r«t^€(ms» 

By sea and land a vsUwif oa||i««Be» 

Sir WalterdieilA 153&»as we oioy Jenra £eom the in- 

icdptiQii oti hie tomfa« Vidc^aiWiaUVi LiBUth]|j)v«hire» 

252. Vide also Monteith'a Theatre of Mortality. 
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1660 he joined the reformeny £»refleeing that 
he might ihenhj obtaih the reniaiium^ estates 
of his carder, as a tohparal bohmy. And he 
obtained this desiraUe end by a giant fiom 
Quec» Mary, in Jtauary 1£63*4, on his 
paying 10,000 onMns, and yieUing a rent of 
500 waAm for ever. Mueh indeed was di- 
lapidated, yet much ako remained of the 
knights' eststtes, when Sir James died as 
Loi^ in 1618.* The hoq^ital of St. Jc^n, 
at Torphichen, stood at a little distance from 
the Tillage on the north-east. There only 
remain a square tower, and the choir of the 
anei^it church, which still has Gothic re« 
mains sufflcient to gratify antiquarian eyes.f 

* In December 1(^19, Jamea Lord Xorphiehen was 
sensed heir to James, hts lather, in many lande, with the 
prtTilege o£ a free ebapel and dhaaeory, with t^ ad- 
voWson ol churches. Vide In^sttiOneft SlpecialeS, voL 
VU4 108. [la the appendix ttrill he fmwd a detailed 
aeeoifttt 6{ the tfubee^emt titeismiaeion of the posses* 
siona df tlM Teinplar8.*-JSt2Bfor.] 

f Vide Statistical Account, iv. 4f69. 
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The Reformation, by casting down all 
those establishments, left die religious houses 
and the ecclesiastical districts in this shire 
under the regimen of a presbytery, consisting 
of nineteen parishes, whereof Linlithgow is 
the seat; and this presbyteiy along with 
those of Edinburgh, Dalkeith, Haddington, 
Dunbar, Ped>les, and Biggar, fiirm the 
synod of Lothian and Tweeddale.* 

Fable and Sibbald trace up ii\e origin of 

* During one and twenty years, indeed, the churches 
of Linlithgowshire were placed under the rule of a 
superintendent. This presbytery was not formed till 
some years afterwards^ and it contains nineteen par> 
ishes, of which two are in Mid-Lothian, four in Stir* 
lingshire, and the remaining thirteen in Linlithgow- 
shire. The ancient seal of this presbytery has been 
lately found, having the year 1583 engraved upon it 
This curious and long lost seal was made of brass, of a 
size somewhat larger than a crown piece ; JEU-ound the 
edge is the following inscription, •< Sigillum preeby- 
terij Linlithco.** And in the midst of some -decora- 
tions, it has these words of instruction, << Verbum, 
autem Dei nostri stabit in sternum." Vide Statis- 
tical Account, vol. ziv. page 67a 
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Linlithgow town to King Achaius, who is 
said to haye erected a cross here, and which 
vulgar antiquaries have called King Cajf% 
Cross, On the piommitorj which projects 
into the middle of the lake, there appears to 
have been erected, indeed, a chapel even be^ 
fore the accession of David I. Of old every 
royal castle had its peculiar chapel. The 
castle and the royal residence gave rise to a 
village in the royal demesne, which required 
a church. 

The present parish of Linlithgo\r compre- 
hends the ancient parishes of Linlithgow and 
Binning, which were united after the Refor- 
mation. And upon the height near the roy- 
al palace, stands St. MichaePs church, whose 
statue yet. remains upon the steeple, which 
is very high and is of excellent structure, in 
the judgment of Sibbald. * David I. granted 

* Sibhald'8 Linlithgow, 15. One of the wells in 
the town bears the n^une of St. Michael, and the arms 
of Linlithgow exhibit him with this inscription, *< Vis 
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to ike piior of St. Andiews die duudh of 
Linlithgow with the chapel, and witb tbdr 
lands,* both witUn and widiout die bor- 
rongb. * In theonctbit taxatto^ there u the 
Ecelesia de Linlythku^ whttdi #as assessed at 
120 marks. In Baginont'i» BmSIj there is 
the mmria de Lg/nHthgU) whiMi U valued at 
L.5, the reetoty being in tbe peios ot St. 
Axtdrews. In the days of David II., these 
appears to hare bee^ in LinUfhgow a per- 
pettial vicar who was incidentally the king^s 
eJiaplain.f There were Sl^^^ral ehat>Iainries 

Michaelis collocct nos, in cselo.** Statistical Aecoimty 
xiv. 567. James V. erected a tlirone and twelve stalls 
in tills chnroh, for b'maeif fittd Hie lights of Ike 
Thiade, ibid. 568. 

• Register o( St. Andrews, and Crawford's MS. 
Cdlleetioius 4S7. lu 1197 lOi^re was an d^t^amtnA 
between John tbe prior of St Andrews, and the 
corporation of Linlithgow, about the building and up- 
heMingt the ^aire of the ehufeh of Lin^Ht^ow. MR 
chartulary in the Advocates Library. 

f In 1363 David IL gtanted to Ade, the perpetual 
vicar of E^lithgow, the king*« chaplain^ L.10 sterHng: 
yearly, out of lihe royal owstbiM of the barfoogH, 
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ereeled wit^m Bt, Mickad*^ ehimh« ^ There 
was in ancient tinier a cha^l <l0dicttied to 
8<. Ninkm^ at the W€0t puft of LmHliigow. 
Ir 1606, there was a geneitt) synod of the 
^uith held at linbthgscm, atid there was a 
eonTentus ecdesiasticus at the same town in 
Jtilyl608.t 

Of old, Binning parkh 1^ eadttraxd of 
Linlithgow, having its apjn-opriate church. 
In the ancient taxatio^ there is the eeelesia 

during the life of the vicar. Register, Davjd II. lib. 
72. In a charter of Bavxd, the bishop of St. Andrews, 
A.D. 1 340^ he reserved thftduesoftheWcftrofLiAlith. 
cu, who performed the service according to the taxa- 
tion of Willfam his predecessor. Charters in Har- 
Ivtan Iiihnay. John Lofaig die vieir of LixtHtligow, 
rose in 1474 to be bishop of Glasgow j George Crich- 
ton the vicar of Linlithgow became abbot of Holyrood, 
ink 1500^ Afld bwOiop «f Dttnkeld in t62i; hfv gt^art 
attachment to bds old vicacagie. indmced him to erect on 
the chancel a very durable roof, which is adorned with 
the arms of the see of Dunkeld, and also with the ini- 
-tials of has naote. He died in January 1&4&A* 

* ManoBcript Donations : Wi^t on Elections. 

-|- Vide Spottiswoode*s Church History, pagss 600 
and 505. 
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de Bynyn^ in decanatu de Ltnlttkcu, which 
was assessed at ten marks. From those iur 
timations we may infer, that this district 
formed, in those times, a distinct parish, 
which was subsequently annexed to the pa- 
rish of Linlithgow. The town had formerly 
two ministers to perform this double duty ; 
but one of them was dismissed by the magis- 
trates, when it was forgotten that there were 
two parishes to be served.* Binning derived 
its name from the Gaelic Binn or Bein^ a 
hill ; and this appellation was, no doubt, 
applied to a neighbouring hillock ; and the 
diminutive of Bein is Beirir^in, a little hill. 
In October 1495, the lords auditors, in par- 
liament, heard the suit of the executor of the 
parson of Benniuy claiming the tythes and 
other dues of the church of Benain.'^ I|i 

* There are. now two seceding churehes in Linlith- 
gow, a burgher and an antibiirgher. Vide Statistical 
Account, xiy. 576. 

f Parliamentary record, 469. 
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the twelfth and thirteenth century, the naa^ 
nor of Bynyn belonged to the &mily of 
Lindsay. Before the year 1195, William 
de Lindsay granted to the monks of Cam- 
buskenneth a carrucate of land in the manor 
of Bynyn,* In the reign of James VL, the 
barony of Binning was acquired by Sir Tho- 
mas Hamilton, who was created Lord Bin- 
ning and Earl of Haddington.-f' After the 
Reformation, the parish of Binning was an- 
nexed to that of Linlithgow. In 1633, the 
minister of Linlithgow was constituted one 
of the prebendaries of Edinburgh diocese. 
In 1635, the advowson of the church of Lin- 
lithgow, which had belonged to the prior of 
St. Andrews, with the other churches and 
lands of that priory, were conferred on the 

* Chart. Cambuskenneth, 1^9. 

t In June 1637, Thomas Earl of Haddington, and 
Lord jBimmgf was served heir . to his father, in the 
barony of Binning, with the mills, and church^lands of 
Easter and Wester Binning, with the pertinents. In- 
quisitiones Speciales* xv. 140. 
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arclilnshop of St. Andrews, as a compensation 
hft the loss of that part o( his diocese that 
formed the bishoprick of Edinburgh.* On 
the abolition of episcopacy, in 1690, the pa- 
tronage of the church of Linlithgow, whose 
British name has been explained, fell to the 
king.f 

Of the name of the parish of Abbrcobn 
nothing more &an probable conjecture can 
now be stated, saith the learned minister, 
with respect to its etymology. The church 
and village of Abercom are situated upon an 
anguliBf point, which is sixty 6f eighty feet 
above the level of the FYith* About one 
hundred yards below the church, the Comie 
and Midh<}pe Bums Unite, and, after run- 



* ReliquifB Divi Andres, 191. 

f The church is and«nt, and exhibits a fine specie 
men ot Gothic architecture. Many of its ornaraents 
wore destroyed at the Reformation. The atatue of 
St. Michael escaped, M) being placed on the top of the 
steeple, it cottld not be reached* For neveral other 
particulars, see the Statistical Account, vol. xiv. 
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tiing one hundred yards forther^ fall into the 
Forth. The minister thus describes the lo- 
cation of the thing signified^ without being 
able to etymologize the name whidi denotes 
the place. But neither the history of the 
various settlers here, nor the dictionaries of 
their several languages, were at hand. Aber-- 
comie is merely the confluence of the Cormey 
in the British speech of the first setders, near 
the two confluences which have been men- 
tioned of the Comie with the M idhope, and 
both with the Fordi.* During the middle 

# Aber U the well known Britiab term, which is so 
familiar in the topography of Wales, and of North 
Britain, for a confluence of waters, the junction pf 
streftms, the fall of a ksaer river into a greater, or ikt 
confluence of a river into the sea. Owen's Dictionary, 
as Cambden and "CTsher had said before him. The 
ConM takes its rise, about a nnle above its junctifm, 
from a marshy piece of ground, and runs throi^h 
Lord Hopcton's park. But it is so narrow and feeble 
that you eftn scaneely perceive it to bd <l bum» Its 
course is circular, or bending, as we may plainly per- 
ceive in the map of the Lothians. Now Cor^an signi- 
fies the bending water. 



140 

ages, this place was called Abercurnig, or 
rather Abercomie, as we may learn from 
Bede and Usher.* In the successive char- 
ters of Robert I., David II., Robert II., and 
other kings, this district is called the barony 
of Abercom and of Abercome.-f- Of the 
monastery which is mentioned by Bede, 
there is not a vestige, saith Sibbald. This 
very ancient monastery, the seat of the 
bishop of the Picts, seems to have been early 
transfeired to the bishoprick of Dunkeld. In 
Bagimont^s roll, among the churches, with- 
out the bishoprick, the vicarta de Abercom 
was valued at fifty-three shillings and four- 
pence. The church lands of Abercom, which 
belonged to the bishops of Dunkeld, were, 
with the other lands which they held on the 
south of the Forth, included in their barony 
of Aberlady. The manor of Abercom be- 
longed, as early as the reign of David I., to 

* Primordia, 602. f Robertson*s Index. 
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Robert Avenel. His descendant^ John Ave- 
nel, contended for the patronage of the church 
of Abercom with the bishop of Diinkeld, who 
prevailed. During the reign of Alexander 
III., the heiress of Avenel carried the manor 
to Nicolas de Graham of Dalkeith, whom 
she married ; and their descendant, Sir John 
Graham, conveyed it to Sir William More ; 
and, in the reign of Robert III., the manor 
passed firom David More to Archibald, Earl 
of Doii^las ; and it was forfeited by his de- 
scendant. Earl Douglas^ in 1455.* In 1601, 
James VI. granted this barony to James Ha- 
milton, the eldest son of Claud, Lord Pais- 
ley. In 1603, he acquired a charter firom 
the same king, erecting Abercom and other 
lands into a firee bai^y ; and, in 1606, he 
was created Earl of Abercom, and died in 
1618.'f' This barony afterward passed firom 

* Robertson's Index, 1. Chartulary of Inohcolm. 
.Registrum David. II. lib. i. 74, and Regist. Rob. 11. 
Rot. F. 16. f Douglas's Peerage, f. 
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this frmily; and, in 1678, it was sold by 
Sir William Seton to John Hope, from whom 
it descended to his son Charles, afterwards 
the Earl of Hopeton, who acquired the pa> 
tronage of the church after the abolition of 
episcopacy in 1690.* 



PABISH OF CARBIPBK. 

Situattony Extent^ Soily ^ro.— The paridi 
of Carriden, pronounced Oarrin, is situated 
in the county of Linlithgow, ot West Lo- 
thian, about eighteen miles west frem Edin- 
burgh, on the south side of the Frith rf 
Forth, is in the presbyteiy of Linlithgow, 
and synod of Lothian and Tweeddf^. The 
name is e^etaiiily^ of Celtic original. In that 



* The church is ancient, and stands at the village 
of Aberoorn, on the right angfo ibnned by the union 
of the Cornie with tihe Midhope burn. See the Statis- 
tical Account) XX. 383, 99& 
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Unguag^9 Caer signifiea » post or stadon ; 
and as it is situated at the oastem extiemitjr 
of Oraham^9 Dyke^ the Bomans douhtlefls 
had a considmdble station here. As to die 
latter part^ it may be derived either from 
RaadaH) a reed, or Reidhe, jdain, open ; the 
po9t among the reeds, the post in the plain. 
The parish is about one mile in breadth ftom 
ncnrth to south, and about two miles in length 
frjom east to west ; bounded by Aheroocn on 
the east, Borrowstownness on the west, Lin- 
lithgow on the south, and the Fridi of Forth 
(» t&e noftli. The soil is rather of a light 
kind, and agrees better widi a rainy than 
with a dry season; the cUmate in'general, 
however, lA dry aand healthy* Tho land is 
all «r«Me, and pgeodui^ gcain^ gnoh and ve- 
getaUei of ev«y kind* The lands are let 
out to small t^mmts gej^^raUy, most cS whom 
avQ pQW, md Im poorly, at 30b.> 40s., or 
50s. per acie. The grew^^at part of it is in- 
closed* 
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Coo/.^-This parish is full of coal, for 
which there is a great demand. It likewise 
abounds in freestone. The coal is of a very 
fine quality, and is the only kind of fuel used 
in the parish. The coal is carried to Lon- 
don, also to the northmost parts of Scotland, 
also to Holland, to Germany, and to the 
Baltic. It sells at a higher price on the 
hill, and to the country people who live near 
it, and therefore must use it, than any other 
coal in Scotland. It lies v^ deep, and this 
may be one cause of its high price. There 
are above one hundred carts emplc^ed about 
the coal-works, in driving the coals from the 
pits to the sea-shore and to the salt-pans. 

Grange Colliery produces yearly about 
15,700 tons of great coal, and 4^300 tons of 
chows, and 5,100 tons of culm ; of which 
there are exported about 6,137 ^^^^ ^^ great 
coal, and 2,380 tons of chows, and 600 tons 
of culm.' There are two coal mines, 36 col- 
liers, and two fire-engines. The great coal 



145 

sold pear cart, which centains 900 weight, at 
3s. 6d., and the chows, or smaller coal, of 
same weight, at 2s. 9d., and the culm, or 
panwood, of sMue we^ht, at Is. 9d. There 
are five salt-pans, produeing yearly about 
le^aOObushdsofsalt. 

There is another colliery in the parish, 
which produces more co^ and salt than that 
just now mentioned above. 

Population. — This parish contains, at .an 
average, between I94OO and 1,500 souk. 
Perhaps the eighdi part of the people are 
seoeders. Each marriage, at an average, 
produoes six children. Many of the inhabit- 
ants have attfiined to a good old age, such as 
sev^a^j eighty, and even ninety years and 



Tbare are ibux beritois, none c^ whom re- 
sdde in the parish. 

The altemtidns here and in the neighbour- 
hood with regard to thedress and the manner of 
living rf.tbe inbabitant^^re indeed veiy great. 
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VUlagts. — ;There ace no less than jpoor vil- 
lages in the parsdh, namely, Gmngepans, 
Bridgeness, Benhardpans^ and Blackness. 

Most of the shipping tliat is ptesently in 
Borrowstownneasfonnerlybelcaiged toGhrange- 
pans ; but ever since a good pier and haribour 
were cxeeted at BoxroTratonnmefiB, mast 0( the 
sdbtipping lie them. ' 

The trade along the soubhside of the Frith 
of Forth is now verymabh deoa^^ It is 
gone up to Gtangemoath^VfaiGh'tieft upwaids 
of four miles up thd Fridi B:^ the Unwa of 
BorrowstownnesHs, and forms &e entry into 
die great canal from Gxangemc^ to iite 
river Clyde, ne«r Gi^gow; A% peBm^ B6l^ 
Bowitowmieitt enjoys very iittle:ti»lie, ^ei^pt- 
ing what arises from the coal and salt«v»«rlcB. 

Wtigt9.^^^Stxw$inix* wages aiie t^dtimed 
very high in this district. A servtAt mdn, 
who wxmld haxe beba very w^ slUJsMS^d, fdhy 
years ago, with fl£s. of wages hal£.y«arl^5 boiw 
gets L.3 or Lui half-y^siriy, and sbiiitetutito 
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even more. A servant amid, who peifaaps 
got only IQs* nr 12s. of vtoges for tho bialf^ 
year, forty or fiftf years ago, now gets 30s.» 
40s., and Bometimes etnen 5Ds., in ^ half- 
yeair< A day lidbourer gets Is. or Is. 2d. pet 
day, w4io fcnmer^ got only, and was well 
eonteafed with, fid. in winter, and 7^ ^^ 
sunmier, per day. And isbe ftite ofprovi* 
sions. has nsen in psofportton. 

Spq^auL^^T^be skipeiid is precisely eigkt 
chalders of victual, or L.800 Scoto* The 
glebe cenuBts of £ve. Soots acies, valued at 
30s. per acre. TUd Hfing ipoidd have sup* 
pcrtijd a ISunily fi% jtians ago mtioh better 
dun L.19[> eteiib^.eaikld do here^pow. In 
the andbnt 9\ppOlio, tbens is- the mksiadt 
Kaa^dyky in dscanaiu dsiLdnHtkgtm^ wlikh 
wfl» rated at. 2firiii^k8«» The dnueh of Ciur^ 

t^Am ^ms besinired %. WiUiaw de Vetete^ 

,j .■ ' . • , 

• It is often mentioned as a barony in the charters 
of David II. by the names of Caniden and Caredyn. 
ir»lfir Robcntson^^ indm* 
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ponte on the monks of Holyrood, in the 
twelfth century. It was confinned to them 
by successive bishops of St. Andrews, and 
particularly by David, bishop of that see in 
1240. When the bishoprick of Edinburgh 
was erected, this church was transferred to it, 
with the other churches which belonged to 
that monastery ; and was disahnexed fiwn it 
when that episcopate was abolished, and ac- 
quired by the &mily of Hamilton, which 
now possesses it. 

Eminent 3fen.— The only eminent person 
bom in this parish was Colonel James Gard- 
ner, killed at the unfortunate batde of Ptes- 
tonpans, in \^4&^ whose remarkable conver* 
sion, with many inteiestii^ partiBulsrs of a 
life and character no less eminent for natu- 
ral endowments than for the practice of every 
Christian virtue, are detailed in the well- 
known Memoirs of him, published by his 
iriend Dr. Doddridge. 

Antiquities. — It is said that the much 



s 
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celebrated Roman work, commonly called 
Graham^s Dyke, terminated in this parish 
at a place called Walltown. About fifty 
years ago^ in digging up stones to build a 
park dyke, axes, pote, and several vases, evi- 
dently Roman, were found, and sent to the 
Advocates^ Library at ££nburgh, and where 
it is believed they still remain. 

In this parish also stands the ancient fort 
or castle and gaarrison of Blackness, which is 
one of the oldest 'forts in Scotland, and one 
of the four which were agreed to be kept in 
repair by the articles of the union between 
Scotland and England. This castle or fort 
has a governor, a lieutenant-governor, two 
gunners, one sergeant, two corporals, and 
twelve or fifteen privates. This fort is built 
in the form of a ship. 

The parish and the name of Borrows-^ 
TowNNESS are both very modem,* and were 
• Sibbald'8 liinlithgow, 17. 
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of old known.. by the nam6 of KinneU. It 
has been supposed bj some that Kinneil was 
the Penuahel and Penueltun of Bede and 
Nennius> the head or end of the^ .!R(nnan 
wall. But the fact does not waiiant the sup- 
position ; Bede*s Penuahel is only two miles 
from Abercom, and Kinneil is nearly seven 
miles from the same place* The ancient 
spelling of this kiric^ town wais £yndt. In 
the charters of the fourteenth eenturyf the 
name is written Keneill snad K'tneiiL There 
are other places in Scotland of the same 
name.* Those names are obviously Gaelic, 
th<High the etymbh cannot be decisively set- 
tled. Cin-mllf m the Gaelic, signifies the 
kead or .end of the steep bank. Kineill 
House, in this parish, stands on the top of a 
bank, fifty feet above the level of the Forth.-f" 

* Kinneil is the name of a parish in Forfarshire. 
And iher« is it^ P«rthfihim « pla«e named Kinneil, 
which, in a charter of Bobert II. is written Kinneill, 
see Robertson's Index, 16'> 

f Statistical Account, xviii. 425. The church of 
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These cpincidenoes seem to establish the real 
origin of the name KinneilL In thte ancient 
taxatio, the church of KyneU is rated at. 25 
marks. It was granted, in the twelAii cen- 
tury, to the eanons.of Holyrood ; and it was 
coniirmed to them by the successive dio- 
cesans, particularly by David, the bishop of 
St. Andrews, in 1340.* It continued with 
them till the Reformation dissolved such con- 
nexions. The canons enjoyed the revenues 
of the rectory, and the cure was served by the 
vicar. This barony was probably forfeited 
during the succession war. It was granted 
by Robert I. to Walter the son of Gilbert, 



Kinneill m Forfarshire, stands on the end of a height, 
which forms the hank of Lunaan water, and i$ about 
forty feet high. The Kinneill in Perthshire, stands 
on the bank of the river Dochart, where it joins the 
liochty. 

• Register of St. Andrews. In 1512, John Stirling 
granted Ii.l0 sterling yearly, from his lands of Saster- 
Craikey, to a chaplain for performing divine service, 
at one of the altars of Kinneill church. See the Manu- 
script Donations. 
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with the latids of Lethberd and Alcathie.* 
Robert III. granted the barony of Kinneil 
to James Hamilton,'!* and with the family of 
Hamilton it still continues. In 1633^ this 
parish and church formed a part of the epis- 
copate (^ E^dinburgh, and followed its fate. 
The site of Borrowstownness, upon a pro- 
montory or nessy which projects into the 
Forth, in the vicinity of the ancient burgh 
of Linlithgow, gave a name to a flourishing 
port. In 1634, the inhabitants of Borrow»- 
townness built a church for themselves, and 
they petitioned the parliament, in 1649, to 
declare it a parish church. This rising town, 
during an active age, was, with a determinate 
district, erected into a separate parish. In . 
1669, the Duke of Hamilton obtained an 
act of parliament for uniting this with the 
old parish of Kinneil, and declaring the church 
of Borrowstownness to be the parish kirk of 

• Vide Robertson's Index, 11. f Ibid. 139. 
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both the parishes ; as well as the barony of 
Kineil.* Such aire the changes which so- 
ciety, in its piogiesS) is constantly making, 
and which confound the weakness of igno- 
rance, and efobarrass the researches of learn- 
ing. 

The present parish of Dalmenie compre- 
hends the ancient parishes of Dumaine and 
Alcathie. Dahnenie is merely a corruption 
of Dumanie. In charters from the twelfth 
to the sixteenth century, the name is written 
in the Latin form, Dumanyn^ which changes 
in the vulgar speech to Dumanie. The 

* Unprinted Act, 1669. Sibbald, 17. Statistical 
Account, vol. xf*m» 423-^437. The ruins of the oM 
church of Kineil, with ita burying ground, are still to 
be seen, a little westward from Kineil house, which 
was onoe dignified by the residence of tbe Dukes of 
Uanult(m ; and was ruined by the reformers as we have 
seen. The two parishes, with the old and the new 
stipends, were now merged in one parish. In 1672 an 
act of parliament was made and passed, for the express 
jiurpose of repairing the kiric of Borrowstownness. 
JPor sevenl other notices see the Statiatleal Aoeount» 
aviiL 
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Scottish tefrmination oiieaty was imifonnly 
converted into in or yn by the Latin scribes 
of the chancery. Dumanity in the Gaelic^ is 
said to mean a black heath, of whibh, proba- 
bly, a great portion of its higher grounds 
once consisted.* In the ancient Touxatw, 
there is the etcleeia ie Dumangfn, in decanatu 
de Linlithea, which was valued at 50 inarkB.f 
The name is Oltic, but not Gaelic \l and 
it is British, the criginal lippUation) whidi 
was imposed by the first settlers, a thousand 
years, perhaps, before the Seottifih people ad- 
vanced to the Forth. Tlie pristine name 
was Du-manan, signifying, in that descrip- 
tive language, blade or ^(loomy places or 
spots.§ The chtirch 6f thmtanin was very 

• StMiftieat Aeemmt) f^ tt7. ■ 

f In ax;!iKrte^ of Rob«it I., ft i« etiUed the bsMiy 
of Dttnmamp^ RdtMrtseti^ hWknt. And in M aqiher. 
son*s nimtratMnti \b» taah^^ is IMtman^ 

^ In tb« OfteUt}, jD«.mom«A fligtoiicB the black 
heath, or mo»n 

§ The ekange of the name •]>peai« not to haw 
taken place till the seventeenth century. In an afCt of 
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eaxly gcanted to the monkfi of Jedburgh ; and 
this gruit was confirmed by Davidy vho was 
hishcp of St Andrews fam 1233 to ISfiS.*" 
In Bagmont'^s roll, as it stood under Jaanes 
y<, diiere is the vieaiia de ZhimaBse, whieh 
is a^esoed at K3, 13&. 4d. Diufcuuiie was 
a. parsonage during the twdftb oentury.'f' It 
:eontinued to belong to the monks of Jed<- 
burgh tin the Refermadon dissolved the anr- 
dent connexion. The monks meantime en- 
joyed the revenues of the rectory, while the 
cure was served by a vicar. J Before that 

parliament 1597, it is written Dumany.^ In Font's 
.Map of tli9 liOtbians, it t% writ^n Jkamefiy. 

♦ Vide Register of St. Andrews. 

f Therejs a (Oi^rter of Waldeve, the Bar! of Dun- 
.bac, &om between tlie 1166, and US2, to the monks 
of Dosfeitnjim which was witnessed by Helia de Dun- 
.aaa, ani liobert Avensl, parson of Pumanie. MS. 
M#nMU totiw, IQ», Puising the reign of William, 
or 43««»idtr U., thech,ux«^4if this pwi>h w§s granted 
to Ae monks of J^dwcsrtb, and which grant was coi»- 
ilwnea by tJi* ttmwan. $ee the Register of St An- 

'dtCfPi* 

^ WilUam the y*C»r -of Dmnany, swore fealty to 
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epodi, there were several altars in the church 
of Dumany, with ' appropriate levenues. * 
During that peiiod, the parsonage tythes 
were often by the monks leased to the nei^- 
bouring country gentlemen, aoeoiding to the 
frequent practice of that penurious age.-|- 

The church and hamlet of Aldc^thie 
appear to haTe borrowed their names firom 
the rivulet on whidi they stood, Aldcathie, 
in the Gaelic, signifying the rivulet of the 

j^dward I., in themondi of August 1296, and received 
a warrant for restoring his estates in return for his 
submission. Vide Prynne, vol. iii. page 661. Rotalt 
Scotise. 25, 

* There was an altar dedicated in that churdi to 
St. Cuthbert, and another to St. Brigid. Vide MS. 
Roll of small benefices at the Reformatiott. 

-f In May liTl, the Lords Auditors in parKament, 
assigned a day to the Lairds of Dundas, Bambugle* 
and Graigie, to prove that Robert, late Lord Boyd, 
had a suffident lease firom the Abbot df Jedworth, of 
the tithes of Dumany diimsfa. In Angutt 1473^ tlie 
Lords Auditors adjudged that the Lairda of Graigie 
and Dundas should pay to the abb«»Df Jedburgh 100 
marine for the tithes of Dumany, during the Ivygone 
year. ParHamentary Records, 1691.180. 
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bveaeh or d^le. Tlie diarefa> was but oi 
little value of old ; in the ancient Taxatio 
it is rated at only four mai^s. It appears 
not to have been ta3Eed in Bagimont^s roll, 
as it seems to have belonged to some reli- 
gious house. After the Reformation, this 
parish, which was of small ^ctent, was an- 
nexed to Dalmenie ; and the church of Aid- 
cathie was suffered to fall into ruins. The 
antiquarian eyes of Sibbald saw it in a very 
ruinous state.* The ancient lords of the 
manor of Aldcadiie seem to have forfi^ted 
their estate during the succession war ; and 
it was granted by Robert I. to Walter the 
son of Gilbert, as we have seen.-|- The m»- 

* Vide History of iiinlitbgowy 30. But he mis- 
takingly placed the ancient church in Abercorn par- 
ish, which does interpose between them. The parlia- 
ment of December 1597 passed an act with respect to 
Dnmany kirk. Uwpnn^eA Aet. 

f Robertson's Index, 11. After various transmis- 
sions» it passed before the reign of Chai'les XL into the 
hands of a gentlenuin, named Menteith, and £rom him 
it passed to the Hopes. And the Earl of U<qietoa 
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nor of Diunany spears to have belonged to 
the Moubirays during the thirte^th cexituiy. 
It was forfeited^ earlj in the sueceBsion war, 
by R<^r Moubray ; and Robert I. granted 
the manor to Murdoch Menteidi.* It was, 
after various transmissions, acquired, during 
the reign of Charles II., by Archibald Prim- 
rose, who was created Viscount Primrose in 
1700, and £arl of Boseberry and Lord JDaJ^ 
imeme in 1703. His desoendant, the Earl 
of Boseberry, is now the proprietor of some 
part of the parish, whidi wias annexed to that 
of Dalmeny, which is very ancient, and is 
interesting in its nuns to diose who ddight 
in die study of arcbitectuml aniaquities.-f 

The parish of Queensferbt is co-exten- 
sive with the limits of the burrough. It was 

now daimi a portion of the pationa^e, as propriHor 
of Aldcathie, but he int not s$ yet made food hi« 
daim. dtatietieal Recount, I. fi9$, 

* RobertflOnV IndtK, 11. 

f Statistioal Aeooaa*, i. f84»-6, for more pariia- 
meoiary detaili. 
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compoeheiided in die paunsh of Dalmenie, as 
we have 8een, till the jeax 1636$ when it 
was ereeted into a separate pansh. * There 
was, indeed, in ancient times, saith Sibbald, 
a chapel of ease at this pkce, which had 
been built by Dundas of Dimdas, and whidi 
mig^t still be traced from its ruios by anti- 
quarian seaich.'f The name is modem, as 
well as ike distnct. This place was finit dis- 
tinguished, as we have perceived in the dbar- 
ters of Malcolm IV., by the designation of 
Pasmgium RegiruB^ finm the frequent use of 
this ferry by his great-grandmother, Marga^* 
net, die cdebrated queen of Maloobn Ga»- 
Huxe. The opposite laaiiiiig-plaoe cm the 
Fardi was also called Queensfeny, North 
QueenaHeRy, and North&rry,^ which mnst 

• Statistical Account, vol. xWi. page 489. 

f Sibbald's Linlithgow, 11. 

:*: Vide Statistical Account, vol. xvii. page 489. 
Ibidem, x. 506. Blaeu*« Attes, No. 9^10. M»p of 
the Lothiaiis. 



160 

always be distinguigbed from this bimough 
and parish on the southern side ci the Firth. 
The ancient name of the parish of Kibk- 
LiSTON was Temple Liston, says the minis- 
ter, who adds, that LtWo^t, in the Oaelie, 
signifies an inclosure on the side of a river,* 
The ancient name of the district was Liston ; 
and it was, probably, a mere compound c^ 
the British Liys^ signifying a court, a hall, 
a manor place, to whidi some Saxon settler 
added tun^ the notation df his dwelling. The 
word Kirk was prefixed to Liston^ during 
the sixteenth century, to distinguish the kirk 
town fit>m other places within the parish of 
the same appellation of Liston.'f* The ma- 
nor of Liston was granted, during dbe twelfth 
century, to the knights of the Temple^ from 
whom it acquired the name of Tempk-Liaton. 
Their successors, the knights of St. John of 

* SutislioBl Account, z. 68. 
f Siich asHali Liaton, Old Ldston, N«w iMUta^ 
aud lUiitoti, or Hi£^ Litton. 
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Jerusalem, enjoyed this manor till the Re- 
formation, though not without dilapidations.* 
Sir James Sandiknds, the chief of the order 
of St. J<^n, now acquired their whole es- 
tates, as a temporal loidship, as we have 
seen. The church of Listen was early of 
great value, and in the ancient Taxatio was 
rated at 70 marks. The church, with the 
village, the mill, and mudi of the adjacent 
lands, called the Mains, or demesne, and kirk 
lands of Kirkliston, were granted to the bi- 
shop of St. Andrews, though at what parti- 
cular time is uncertain. But Liston was 
formed into the seat of the regal jurisdiction, 

* Dundas of Craigton obtained New Liston in 1543, 
whose descendants enjoyed it til! the Revolution, when 
it was carried into the family of Dalrymple, by Eliza- 
beth the daughter of Sir John Dundas, who married 
the 2d Viscount of Stair. In 1703 he was created 
Earl of Stair, and with other titles, Lord New Liston. 
And it was to New Liston, that the field marshal, 
Earl of Stair, like another Cincinnatus, retired from 
war's alarms, to agricultural pursuits, and local im- 
provements which ended only with his life, in the 
year 1747. 
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which thJb bishop and bis suoeessors acquired 
oyer their estates on the southern side of the 
Forth.* Liston was, of old^ a rectory.'l' A 
perpetual vicarage appears to have been es- 
tablished for the cure of the church, while 
the parsonage was enjoyed by the archbishops 
of St. Andrews, as a mensal benefice. In 
1593, the parliament passed an act for dis- 
solving the parsonage and the vicarage of 
Kirkliston. I During the reign of James 
VI., Kirkliston, as belonging to the arch- 

* Sec Sir Robert Sibbald's History of Linlithgow- 
shire, 12. The hall whemn the baiUie of this juris- 
diction held his courts, was standing at the time when 
Sibbald wrote. 

f In July 1296, William de Kinghorn, the rector 
of Listou, swore fealty to Edward I. of England ; and 
thereupon obtained a warrant for a return of his pro- 
perty. Vide Prynne, 650—62. Rotuli Scotiae.. 24. 
In 1358 and 13$5, W. Hubert or Hundebit the rector 
of Liston^ travelled into England, attended by six 
horsemen. Rymer, v. 105, 463. In 1406 and 1409, 
Andrew de Hawick, a canon of Dunkeld, wa$ rector 
of Liston, secretary to the Regent Albany, whose 
charters he witnessed. Vide Robertson's Index, 160. 

i Un printed Act. 
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bishop qf St. Andrews, w«s afetadied to the 
presbytery of Dunfeimlin, with which it eon* 
tinued till episcopacy was abolished, in 1690.* 
At that epoch, the patronage of the church of 
Kirkliston fell to the king. The church, 
which is a very ancient buihling, stands at 
die kirk town, upon a rising ground, on the 
northern bank of the Amon river, f 

Whether the church of Eccleshachak 
was dedicated to A saint of that name^ is un* 
certain, saith the learned minister ; :j: yet^ as 
the name implies, the church was certainly 
dedicated to St. Machan.§ The church of 

* In a roll of the churches within the diocese of St. 
Andrews, 1689, Kirkliston is mentioned, as being in 
the presbytery of Dunfermline. Vide Reliquiae Diri 
Andree. 59. 

f The hamlet of Old Liston, and nearly about one 
fourth of the parish, lie on the south-east of the water 
of Amon, in Kdinbarg^hshire. 

I See the Statistical Account, vol. ii. page 307. 

§ Dempster's Menologia. Keith 233. He flour- 
ished during the ninth century, and finished his use-, 
ful dweer on the 28Ui of September. Ibid. Egboys 
in the British, signifies a chureli, and Eglais in the 
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Ecclesmadiaii appears to have been, of old, 
only of middling value ; and in the ancient 
Taxatio it is rated at 24 marks. It conti- 
nued a rectory till the Ref(»ination. In 
Bagimont^s roll, as it stood under James Y., 
the rectcHry oi Inchmachan was taxed at L.6, 
13s. 4d. And the same rectory appears in 
the archbishop'^s tax^-roll in 1547* Sir James 
Sandilands, the last preceptor of the J^nights 
of St. John of Jerusalem, claimed the patro- 
nage of this parish, though without absolute 
right, as we see the church taxed in Bagi- 
months roll. Whatevor there may be in this, 
the lands of Ecclesmachan and the patronage 
of the church were afterwards acquired by the 
Hopes, who are now represented by the Earl 

Gaelic, equally signifies the same ; and both of those 
Celtic terms have been corrupted by popular, use into 
Ecdes. There are several other churches in Scotland 
dedicated to St. Macban, whence we may infer his 
great popularity arising from his usefulness. By some 
very strange perversion, the name of this parish was 
converted into inchmachan* and so it is called in 
Timothy Ponfs Map of the Lothians. 
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of Hopeton, who is the proprietor of one-half 
of die parish. ' 

The parish of Ufhall was formerly called 
Strathbroc, which is a Celtic wordy signify- 
ing the valley of brocks, or badgers. The 
parish indeed, consists of a strath, or vale, 
throi^h which runs Brocksbum.* The old 
parish churdi was dedicated to St. Nicholas.*!* 
It stood on the nordiem side of the village 
of Strathbroek, seven hundred yards north- 
east from the mansion house of KirkhilL It 
seems of old to have been of considerable 
value, and in the ancient taxatio, it is rated 

* **• Brocsburn/* says Sibbald in his History of lan- 
Hthgowshire, li, ^* mns tlirough much of the valley of 
this namei befoiB it falls inlo Amoa water. There are 
several other Br^c^-hwrm in Scotland.** 

t The inscription upon the bell of the old church, 
is ^^CaoipBiium saaeti Nicholai.de Strathbroke, 1441." 
This bell which was removed from its ancient steeple 
to the new charch at Uphall, clearly proves that the 
ehnrch was dedicated to St. Nicolas. Vide the Trans- 
actions of the Antiquarian Society of Edinburgh, 150, 
155. 



at forty marks. The bhit«ch was a rectory 
in early times.* The rectory of Strath- 
brock was annexed to the provosilar^ of Kirk- 
heugh, and formed one of the pcd^ends of 
that establishment ;-f" when thig provostry 
was annexed by parliament, to the archbish- 
oprick, the parsonage of Btrailhbroc «|U3 re- 
served. J The parsonage of the rectory, 
after the dissolution of tiie provostry^ appec^s 
to have been conferred on ihe proprietor of 
the lands. The manor of Slanrthbfoc was 
granted by David I. to IVeskjm the ITleming, 
as we know from an inspetttmuff barter of 
William the Lion.§ Strathbroc was inher- 

* In 1*896, Fercbard the puraon gf t|ie «hurcii of 
Strathbroc, swore feidt^ to iSdwuid 1*^ m4 obt»iiMd 
thereupon restitiitlMi Of his rJglini. iUluii Sootin. 24. 
In Bagimont's Roll, it WM Viated 'Ml L.i0, and the 
same tectory appeain itf the iu«hMBhop*f> tiocvoli of 

i5*t: " 

f In Mar^ 159^5, the potson of BCvUhbroc signed 
a deed as one of the' prebendar&e* tfi-'KiMmagh, wiA 
the provost. Relii|uiM Divi AiiifVtt, tlf, 

j Unprinted Act, 1681. 

§ Freskyn afterward acquired from David I. of 
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ited by tb« defieendftats of Fieskyn, tiU the 
reiga of Alexander III., w&en Mary the 
eldeist dau^ter of FteAyn de Mciray, car* 
ried the nuuior of Strathbrock to her husband 
Reginald le Ghene of Inverugk. It des- 
cended to their son and grandson ; and Re* 
ginald le Chene the gta^siMi, dying in 
13£0, left two daughters) Mariot and Mary, 
who ^njofod his estates. StrathimM^ was 
inherited by Mariot, who in 136^, setfied 
the half of ^barony o( Stx«thbrock on her 
son by her late hiudband, John de Douglas ; 
and in ISOOyshe resigned the oth^r half of 
the same hiOfdHkf to Andrew d^ I^ekh one ^ 
her soAs by W seco^ hu^nd. After 
various tranM!ajssi<kis that pairt of lh« barony 
of Strathbrock, which comprehends the Kirk- 
toun, was acquired by diat eminent lawyer, 

ScotlvKl^ . yari^us laiicU 'm Moray ; and he thus he- 
emsd: tbfl u3iqi]€8tionabiA progenitors las well oi thi9 
MQmy^ as <)f ^ Sutbevlaiidfi who both toace thvtr 
pedigrees to ooe ttfiA the same saarve. . 
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Sit Lewis Stewart, who flourished under 
Charles I., and who transmitted his estate to 
his son^ Sir James Stewart, whose daughter 
Catherine, carried to h^ husband, Henry, 
Lord Cardross. The great-grandson of this 
marriage, the Earl of Buchan, now enjoys 
firom them this estate, with the patronage of 
the church. During the seventeenth cen- 
tury, a new parish church was built, a mile 
higher up the vale, at a place called Uphally 
whence the parish obtained its present name.* 
There appears to have been a chapel of old, 
at Bangour in this parish. This estate was 
long the inheritanee bf the Han^iltona^ and 
it was dignified at length by^ die birth of the 
elegant poet Hamilton of Bangour. 



* In 1524 archdeacon^ Dingi^all granted to Ihe 
church of Strathbroc, a mansion and yard, called the 
principal mansion of Strathbroc-Wester, with four 
acres of land, and six acres caUed 8eilerland, and also 
an acre called the Tenaad land, lying in the barony of 
Strathbrock. This donation was- confirmed by a char- 
ter of James V. Vide the MS. Donations. 
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The name of the paris^h of Torphichen 
is said to signify ten hills. A range of 
hills^ having so many particular tops, lie in 
the vicinity of the village of Torphichen.* 
But there is a mount, having a fine prospect, 
called Torphichen Hill, in the southern parts 
of Edinburghshire.f The old form of the 
name is Torfechin and Torfichen, .This 
Celtic word seems to be most naturally de- 
rived from the Gaelic Torfeachan, signifying 
the mount having a good view, or Prospect 
Hill, The village and church standi on an 
elevated terrace, which commands a beautifiil 
view, and they are at the base of sever&l small 
Tors, or hills, which command extensive 
prospects of the Forth and of the countries 
on either side of that firth. Torphichen was 
the chief or principal seat of the knights of 
St. John of Jerusalem in Scotland, and it 
furnished their last preceptor. Sir James San- 

* See the Statistical Account, voL iv. p. 465. 
f Vide Map of the Lothians. 
I 
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dilands, with the title of Loxd Torphichen, 
to whom it was granted as a temporal lord- 
ship in 156S-4. The chapel a^eareth to 
be old^ says Sibbald.* And ^e church of 
Tcnrphichen does not exist in llie ancient 
Taxatioy it being exempted -bam assessments, 
as the peculiar [privilege] of those knights o£ 
Jerusalem^ whose lastpreoeptorhad long€9ij(iy- 
ed their estates, and [whose representative] is 
now the patron of the parish church.-t* 

* Sibbald*d Linlitbgowthire, 24. 

-|* The hospitallers were exempted from payment of 
tith«s. In 1247, Innocent IV. addi^ssed a bull to tKe 
whole orderH of the elergy; complaining of the violatioB 
of the rights of the ** viri religiosi," and particularly 
*' dilecti filii Hospi talis Jerosolometani," and discharg- 
ing, und«r the pains of excommimioatMm, wtar a&^ 
<^ vel dedmas laborum, de possessionibus debitis, ante 
eonsitram generale quos propriis manibus aut sumpti- 
bus exeolunt, seu mttrtsieatisaniinaliameonim spreds 
apostoliciB sedis privelegiis extorqueant." In 136^ 
Alexander III. granted a charter to this body, oon- 
firmini^ all former privileges ; and James IV« confirmed 
the preceding royal grant, and other grants made by 
I^Ialcohn IV., Alexander 11., and James II. and t(I. 
See Templaria, No. ii. In the case of Leslie against the 



The parish of B^th^ate had once the 
honour of being a sheriffdom, and has been 
long dignified by the location of many gen« 
tlemen^s seats within it. In the charters of 
the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth cen- 
turies, the imme of this place is written 
Bathkety Batket, Bathkat, and Batheat. The 
name is obvionsly Celtic, but the etymology 
is difficult. Bad-cadf in the Gaelic, would 
signify the high bush or clump of wood ; 
Bad-caid would mean the bush or dump on 
the summit ; and Badrcoedy Bad^cat^ would 



Herltbra of Rayoe. January 14, 1800, the Court of 
Session found that temple lands (identifying hospital 
lands with temple lands) were not exempted from pay. 
ment of stipend. This judgment^ which is a ^ngh 
one, seems manifestly ill-founded ; for the argument, 
which was successful, was, that the privileges of ex- 
•nqttion were personal, and did not transmit to tbeir 
Tassals ; while every person, who has studied the mat- 
ter, and considered the varions charters and grants, 
knows that the temple and hospital lands never were 
teindahie, and were in the same situation as lands 
feued " cum dedmis garhalibus et nusquam antea se- 
paratis."— [fflifor.] 
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convey the idea of a bush of wood. It seems 
impossible to fix the meaning of the name, 
which has been corrapted) on any satisfiic* 
tory principle. The church, of old, appears 
to have been of middling value. In the an^ 
cient taxatio of the churches in decanatu de 
Linlithcu, there is the eoclesia de Buthket, 
which was assessed at 30 marks.* Malcolm 
IV. granted to the monks of Holyrood the 
church of Batket, with the land, which was 
set out by Galfirid de Malleville, and Uch- 
tred, the sheriff of Linlithcu.*f- Robert, the 
diocesan, who died about 1159, confirmed to 
those monks the church of Bathcat, with a 
carucate of land, and the tithes and perti- 
nents. | During the reign of Robert I., the 
church of Bathcat, and its tythes, lands, and 
pertinents, were transfeired by the abbot and 

* Bath is a very frequent prefix to the names of 
places in Scotland. 

f Vide Chart. Newbottle, 159. The land thus laid 
off was merely a carrucate or plough of land. 

t Ibidem, 160. 
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monks of Holyrood to the abbot and monks 
6f Newbottle, in satis&ction of a long arrear 
of rent which was then due for some salt- 
works and estates in the carse of Callender ; 
azid this interested transfer, of difficult times, 
was confirmed by the diocesan-bishop Lan- 
deb, in 1327 * The monks of Newbottle 
now enjoyed the church of Bathgate till the 
Reformation, the cure being served by a vi- 
. car« Since the Reformation, the patronage 
of the church has been enjoyed, generally, 
by the proprietor of the estate. The church 
was built in 1739> within the ancient town 
of Bathgate. And here, also, have the se- 
ceding Burghers a meeting-house, though 
th^y are not very numerous. 

As to the name of the parish of Living- 
ston, the very learned minister says he will 
not offer a conjecture.*}* The name was ori- 
ginally Levingstun, the tun or dwelling-place 

# Vide Chart. Newbottk, 179. 
f Statisttcftl Aocount, zz. 12, 
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of Leving, who lived here as early, perhaps, 
as the age of Alexander I.. In a charter of 
Robert, the bishop of St. Andrews, confirm*- 
ing the grant of David I. to the monks of 
Holyrood ; Thurstanus, filius Levingi is a 
witness.* The peel of Livingston still re* 
mains the imdoubted memorial of a baronial 
strength, having hi^ ramparts, with deep 
ditches, which are Aill of water.-f* The 
church is a little way to the west of it, and 
half a mile forther west is the town of Liv- 
ingston.j: Livingston parish was formerly 
of great extent. It comprehended . die pre« 
sent parishes of Livingiston and Whitbaniy 
ike last containing nearly two^hirds of the 

•Sir James Dalrymple's Collections, 421. Sir 
Jamas says the original diatter Thuntani filii Lwhigi 
is yet to be seen^ whereby lie granted to the monks of 
Holyrood, ^' Ecclesiam de Levingestune^*^ (Livingstoun) 
and he adds, that Thurstan and Living were the pre- 
decessors of the Livingstons, and ^ave their xunbe to 
the land, and to the surname of Livingston of that 
ilk. Ibidem, 42L Douglas' Peerage, 409-^10. 

t Sibbald's LinJUthgow, 81. \ Ibid. 
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ancient pioririi was disjcmied and made a 
separate parish in 1730* The chnrdi of 
Liviiigston appears to have been of old only 
of middling Tsdue ; and iu the ancient tax- 
atib it wBsiatod at 2& mariss.* The monks 
of. Hotjnood eigojed the dnuch of Lit-. 
ingsfon, tOl the Befimnatioa dissolyed sach 
Gonncsions, and the cure vas served b;^ a 
vicar.-f" After die BefiHrmation, the patron- 
age of the chinch appears to have been trans*, 
ferred to Dondas of Dundas, who obtained a 
paxlianwntary ratification of it in 1612. :|: 
The parish church and manse m^iich stand 
can a drjr mount, in a curve of the river Am-^ 
on, are modem and conveiuent§ 

The present parish of Whttbton^ as we 

* In Bagimont's Roll, as it stood under James V., 
' tbevimngB of Ltringfium was taxed at h.% 13s. 4d. 

•f* In 1488, Alexander Gurrar the vicar of Living- 
ston, granted a perpetual annuity of ten marks Scots, 
to thA Trinity altar in St. Andrew's church, near the 
Castle of Edinburgh. Mait. Edin. 206. 

X Unprinted Act.' 

§ Statisdeal AoooUnt, 90, 19« 
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have seen, was of old a large portibn of the 
parish of Livingstoii, till it was separated in 
I73O9 and formed into a new parii^, the most 
modem of any in Linlithgowshire.* The 
learned minister su{q[K>seg, that it took its 
name of Whitburn from the settlement here 
of many families of the name of White^f 
Yet was it obviously named Whitburn, in 
contradistinction to Blackburn, which on the 
eastward runs at no great distance. 

For the purpose of erecting the church of 
Whitburn, money was raised by subscription 
throughout Scotland, and so much more was 
thus raised as to buy land, which rents for 
L.lOO sterling yearly, and which indeed 
forms much of the stipend. To this was 
added L.28, 6s. 8d. from the teinds of the 
parish, by decree of thei^ommissioners for the 
plantation of kirks. A contest immediately 
ensued for the patronage of the churchy thus 

* iistatistical Account, xvii. 302. 

f Vide Statistical Account, vol. xWi. page 298. 
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newly erected ; the patron of the old chim- 
ing also the patronage of the new. And on 
aii appeal) the House of Loiids decided in 
&vour of the old patron of Livingston par<^ 
ish.. This decision, however consonant to 
law, gave such disgust to die parishioners of 
Whid>um, that two-thirds of them seceded 
finm the estsJ^liriied church. And there are 
now in Whitbiim parish two seceding con*- 
gngptions, the one of burghers, and the 
other of antiburghers.* 

To the foregoing notices of ecclesiastical 
history, there is here subjoined as an useful 
supplement, a tabular state of the several par- 
ishes in Linlithgowshire. Yet it may be 
proper to remember that one^fourth part of 
Kirkliston parish lying on the eastern side 
of Amon water, is in Edinburghshire. The 
stipends of all the parishes in this shire, ex- 
cept Torphichen, Queensferry, and Whit- 

* Vide StAtidtical Account) vol. xvii. pages 302, 

303. 

1 
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buni) have been lately augmentecL In I'JSB 
Linlithgow had two mimsrteis, whose stipends 
were for the first L.84) 7^ ^^-^ and for the 
second L.5&y lis. Id. In &nmng tJbe es- 
timate of all these stipends the value of the 
glebes are included, but not the value of ^ 
manses. And the victual which fiirms so 
tnuch of the stipends, was valued acconting 
to an average of the fiar prices of the midi- 
dling sorts of victual in this shire, during the 
seven years ending with 1795** 

* The Linlithgow boll of n^heat -contains 4 bushels, 
10 pints* and 6*7 cubic inches* And the Linlithgow 
boll of barley and oats contains Q bushels, 3 pints, 
and 35.5 cubic Inches, English standard-measure. 
And the boil of meal is 6 stone, or 188 pounds, Scots 
troyv The wheat was valued at S59., the barley at 
18s. 0|d., the oats at 14s. 2d., and the oatmeal at 16s. 
fd., all per boll. _ 
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No. I. 

TACK OF THE FRIABS' ACRES, LINLITH- 
GOW.* 

njany. 154^45. 
B< it kend till all men by yir pnt Ires, Ws, freir 
lohnne Scott, priotir of ye freris above ye toon of 
Linlitbqw, witb fbll consent and assent off our con* 

* The fint four articles of this appendix have 1)«eii fainted fna^ 
the MS. Colkctions of the late General Hutton, in the Library of 
the Faculty of Advocates. This industrious and excellent person 
had empk^ed the gieatcr part of a long Bfe in procuring tniterialt 
for a Momsticon Scoti8e»--a work which, it is much to be fieased, 
will not now see light, as, in this intellectual age, so rapid is the 
*■ inarch of the mind^* that an arduous undertaking of this Joatufe 
would meet witji no enconrvgement, and, on the ooatrary, iro«l4 
be ridiculed as a record of musty diartera, which no gentleman 
would look at llie intelligent and wett-injbrmed youth of " the 
-wisest and bMt nation in the world** deq»t8e such laborious pmrsuit*, 
as beneath them* A youiy man of fiishioih-and they are all y^ui^ 
men of fashion, from the writer's aj^rentice to the laird's heir-ap- 
paxent— aspixes to higher things : the delights of the turf, incit*- 
mnta of the gaming-table, pleasures of the bottle, and amusemcBts 
of the bagnio, are the sole ot^jecto for the enjoyment of which he 
supposes he was brought into existence. To him the admirable 
4lnes addreased to our profligate Charies may not unaptly be ap- 
plied— 

«' ImbeUei imbelliB amas, betloque lepttgnas 
Et beUatori, sum tibi balhi thori.*' 
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vent and bretliir beand in ye said place for ye tyme, 
our vtilite and proffet all wayis sene and cosiderity 
To haiff sett and for maiU lattin and be yir pnt 
Ires settis, and for maill lattis, to ane honorable 
man, benry fforest,* prorest of Linlythqw, and to 
katheryne levingstoun^ his spous, ye langar levand . 
<^ yame tua, his airis, assignais, and subtenentis, 
ane or maa, all and haill our twa akir off land, with 
yair pertinetis, now oconpyit be ye said henry, ly- 
and on ye south side of the bui^h off linUthqw, 
within ye shefdome of ye samyn, betuix ye landis 
qi lames Ka on ye west party ye landis of ye lard 
of Colstoun on ye est part, and ye forsaid henryis 
taiU riggis on ye north part, and the landis of ye 
lard of colstoun on ye south part, ffor all ye dais 
and termes of nynetene zeris nixt and immediatly 
foUowand ye said henryis entre yarto; Quhilk en- 
tres was at Martymes last bipast afore ye dait heir^ 
off, and fra thjrne furth to Indure, and to be pece- 
abiUie broukit and joisit be ye said henry, and ka^- 
theryne his i^onse, ye langar levand of yame twa, 
his airis, assignais, and subtenents, as said is, vnto 
ye ische and full ^ompleitt end off ye saidis nyne- 
tene zeris: As ye saidis twa akirris, with ym 
ptinentis, lyis in lenth and breid be all rychtuis 
merchis, auld and diubit, with all and yy sindry 
iredomes, comoditeis, asiamentis, and rychtuis pti- 
nentis quhatsueuir, als weill nocht nemit as nemit 

• He died beforeSSth Fefanury IMMOL Seethftehttter of tkat 
date by the prior mmL ognvent* 
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far and nor to ye ssidis tua akinris of land, with 
yair ptinentis, pertenand or rychtuislie, may be 
knawin to pertene, be ony maner off way, in tyme 
to cum, ffrelie, quietlie, weiU^ and in peace, but 
ony reuocatioun, impediment, 'tradictioun, or ob- 
stakle quhatsumeuir ; Payand herfor, zerlie, ye said 
henry fforest, and katheryne leringstoun, his spous, 
ye langar levand of yame twa, his airis, assignais, 
and subtenents, ane or ma, to ws and our succes- 
sors, priouris beand for ye tjrme Induring^ ye said 
i^ace and termes off nynetene zeris, ye sowme of 
twenty schillingfis, at tua ysuall termes in ye zeir, 
yat is to say, witsounday and mtymes in winter, 
be equall portionis alanerlie. The quhilk tak and 
^^sedatioun off all and haiU ye saidis tua akirris of 
iand, with ye pertinets, Induring ye said space and 
termes of nynetene zeris, we, ye said priour, for 
ws and our successouris, bindis and obUssis ws fidth- 
fiillie to warrand, aoquiet, and defjsnd to ye said 
henry fforest, and Katheryne levingstonn, his qious, 
ye langar levand of yame twa» his airis, assignais, 
and subtenentis, as said is, in forme and effect as 
is above ezpremit, aganis all deidly but fraud or 
gyle, In witness of ye quhilk thing to yir put Ires 
off assedatioun, subscriuit wt our hand, we haiff 
affixt our seiU off office, togidder with ye subscrip- 
tionis manuel off ye conyent and brethir of our said 
place being for the time in takin off yair consent 
and assent to yir pmiss, at our said place, ye levint 
day of Lmuar, In ye zeir of God ane thousand fyve 
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hundreth ffourtj aad f<mr zeru» befar jir witnesi, 
David rait, Stone haw, lohime Gray, bm^greB. die- 
ti buTgi, maistro bartholomo Kello and NicoUe 
Thourns, notary piibliot» wt vyis dius, &c. viz. 
lohn&e haw, lohne Cii&b«rt, and Dauid Parke, 
&c. 

(Signed) Mgr. Bartholomeus Kello, no- 
tariuB publiens fkremisgis inter 
6xistGQs sna mann. 
Kicolans Tboums, norius publi- 
ens premiseig inter existens 
suamano. 
ffrat Johannes Scott, priour, 

liniith^« 
ffr Tlwmas Zungmano, ppa. 
fr Adeas Haw. 
ffr lohannes Blyt, mann, ppa. 

Nate.'-^The original lease, from wUoh this etupy 
has been made, is in tiie possession of Mr. Alex- 
ander Deuohar, EdiBborgliy and is marked on the 
bads thus: 

«1. 

The tak of tuay akars of the freir land« ptening to 

Hery ffonsst, 11 knwary, 1544.*' 

The conventual seal of the friars remains entire. 
A drawing of it is in the Collection of Seals, vol. ii. 
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No. II. 

ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF DUN- 
DAS OF DUNDAS. 

Waldevus filius Cospatricii omnibus probis homini* 
bus suis, et omnibus amicis suis tarn futuris quam 
presentibuSySalutem Sciatisme dedisaeetcdnoessisse 
et hac carta mea Confirmasae, belie ^o huctredi, 
dundasy pro servitio dimidij militis» illuiki et heredes 
suoe tmiendum de me et heredibus meis in feudo el 
hereditate in moris, in aquis^ in stagnis» in moleor 
iisaa, in pratis, in paatuiis, cum omnibus rectis et 
j^Tisis et pertiheutiis. Concede itaque, toIo et 
preeipiOy ut iate predictus helias istam tecram ha- 
beat et teneat tarn quiete» et tarn libere, et tam ho* 
norifice ut nullus miles de Barone teneat liiwrius^ 
et quietitts et honorificentius, in tota terra regia 
Scotie, his testibus Joanne fillo Orm^ Waldevo filio 
Baldwin Roberto de sancto Miohaeley Helia de 
Haddestandena, Willelmo de Coj^and, Willelmo 
de Helleber Alano Dapifero, Gerardo milite Joao^ 
ne de Gregiu. 

Arguments proving the date of this Charter, 
1. It seems evident that Waldevus the granter 
of thb charter was die fiither of Cospatridus 
Comes, the fixst Bad ai March, and that it was 
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granted in the reign of Alexander L, or the begin- 
ning of the reign of David I., about the year 1124, 
at least before the year 1145, which was the 
twenty-first year of King David's reign, for this 
Waldevus filius Cospatricij died the twelfth day of 
July that year, as is clear from the records kept in 
the Castle of Edinburgh, and as is observed by 
Ochiltree. 

And that it was granted by this Waldevus, and 
n^ot by Waldevus Comes, the son of Cosjiatricins 
Comes is clear ; because if it had been granted by 
him, he had been designed either Comes or filins 
Cospatricij Comitis, for Cospatricius the father of 
Waldevus Comes was earl in the reign of King 
David Is, and is designed so in all the charters 
granted by King David, wherein he is mentioned. 

But whether this charter be granted by the first 
w last Waldevus, it is clear that it has been done 
it least in the reign of King David 1., who began 
his reign in the year 1 124, and if it was granted by 
the fintt, then it behoved to be before the year 
1145, for he died that year; and if it was granted 
by the last Waldevus, then it must have been done 
bef(M*e his father was made earl, because of the desig- 
nation as said is, and he was earl in King David's 
time, as is above observed, and died in the year 
1166, thirteen years after King David's death, who 
died in the year 1153. 

2. The date of this charter is fiirther cleared 
from this, that Walterus Di^ifer filius, Alani 



189 

Dapiferi who is a witness thereiu, founded the ab- 
bacy of Paisley in the year 1153, as appears by our 
foresaid records. 

3. In a charter granted by the same Waldevus 
filins Cospatricij to the abbacy of Dunfermline of 
the kirk of Innerkeithing, the foresaid Helius or 
Heli de Dundas is a witness, and with him Dun* 
canus Cbmes, and Robertus Arinel are witnesses, 
who are also witnesses in a charter granted by 
King David L to the said abbacy, so that all these 
persons have been contemporary. 

4. Walterus Dapifer* filius Alani Dapiferi, which 
Alanus is a witness in Dundas* charter, grants a 
charter to the said abbacy of Dunfermling, wherein 
Duncanus Comes, and Hugo Giffard are witnesses, 
and the same Duncanus and Hugo are also witnesses 
in the charters granted by King David ; and in the 
foresaid charter granted by Waldevus filius Cos- 
patricij to the said abbacy of Dunfermling; and 
.the same Walterus filius Alani Dapiferi is witness 
in a charter granted by King David to the Laird 
of Riddel, so that it is plain that Duncanus Comes^ 
Hugo Gifiard, and Walterus filius Alani Dapiferi 
were contemporary with one another, and with 
King David; and were also contemporary with 
Waldevus the granter of Dundas' charter, and with 

« This is evidently not referable to the Fitz-Alans. It is not 
supposable that the Stewart of Scotland would either have been 
to described* or inserted after wltncaies his evident inftriors. Th« 
true interpretation certainly is ** Allan" the Earl's, not King'i 
Stewart. 
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Helins de Dondas fainiflelf to whom the charter u 
gnated, and therefore hj a dear conseqnenoe this 
charter of Dondas' has heen granted in the re%n 
of King Davids or rather heSwe it, seeing Walter- 
ns DspHer, the son, is King David's contempcmuy, 
and Ahmns Dapifer the fidher is the witness in 
Dondas' charter. 

JVbto.~These dunrters of tibe ahbacy of Dun- 
fisrmline are now to be foond in the Advocates' 
library^ amongst the records and chartidaries of 
the said monastery lodged there, and Biddel's char- 
ter will be foond in his own charter chest 

Dtmdas' Bearing, 
Dondas of that ilk bears argent a lion rampant, 
gnles above a of the first and second, and 

for hb crest a lyon's head gardant issuing out of an 
oak bosh both proper. Hu arms are supported by 
two lyons gardant pvoper, and he bears for a oo- 
partment under the shield a salamander in jQames 
proper. His motto on an escrol above the crest is 



Dondas' retoors that are foond presently in his 
charter chest, are as follows : — Anno 1397, James of 
Dondas succeeds to Randcdph of Dundas. Anno 
1434, James of Dondas is served heir to James of 
Dundas his father. Anno 14 — , Sir Archibald of 
Dundas is served heir to James of Dundas his fa- 
ther. Anno 1480, John of Dondas is served heir 
to James his Either. By two retonrs, annis 1494, 
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and 1502, William of Dundas is served heir to 
John of Dundas his father, and his wife is Mar- 
garet Wauchope, daughter to Wauchope of Nid- 
drie. Anno 1513, James Dundas is served heir to 
William Dundas his father, and he marries Mar- 
garet Sandilands, daughter to Sandilands 
of Calder, now Lord Torphichen. Anno 1554, 
Oeorge Dundas is served heir to James Dundas 
his &tlier, and marries first Margaret Boswell, 
daughter to Boswell of Balmuto, and therealter 
Oliphant, daughter to Hie Lord Oli- 
phant. Aimo Sir Walter Dundas of that ilk 
is served heir to €h»oi^e Dundas his fiither, and 
marries Anna Monteith, daughter to Monteith of 
Cars Anno [1636, 30th June] Oeorge Dun- 
das is served heir to Sir Walter his fether, and 
married Elizaheth Hamilton, daughter to Hamil- 
tOiU of Innerweck. Anno 1669, this George makes 
a taiUie by which the succession to the estate is to 
be thereafter regulated. 

It is said that the above Waldevus fiius Bald- 
win, who is a witness in Dundas' charter, grants 
a charter to the Laird of Houston of that ilk, and 
that Alanus Dapifer is a witness therein.* 

« From a oopy of Mi; Jimes Aadenon'i, containing the above 
remarluj &c., dated 1718. Hutton's MS. Collections. 
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No, IIL 

EXCERPTS FROM THE CHARTULARY 
OF DUNDAS OF DUNDAS. 

Bundle 8th. — Containing tke erection of the Car- 
melite Friars of Qaeensferry; charters by King 
James the Third to Sir Walter Dundas of Dundas, 
of the rents and others which belonged to the said 
Carmelite friars ; his inrestiture therein, and rati- 
fication of parliament of the same. Rights by Ro- 
bert Dundas to the said Sir Walter Dnndas, his 
brother, of a piece of ground which belonged to 
the said Carmelite friars, and his infeftment of the 
same, with obligements by the baillies of Queens- 
ferry to him, acknowledging their tolerance of the 
church, and obliging themselves to remove there- 
from when desired ; put in box second. 

Charter of confirmation, by George Lord Seton, 
baron of the barony of Winchburgh, of a charter 
granted by James Dundas of Dundas, dated 6th 
March 1440, giving, granting, and confirming to 
pod and the Virgine Mary, and brethren of the 
order of the Virgine Mary of Mount Carmel, and 
their successors, of a piece of ground lying in the 
town of the Ferry, with the pertinents, with the 
yard and green adjacent, to the church of the Vir- 
gine Mary, and whole houses builded in form of a 
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monastrie, as also that other piece of ground lying 
betwixt the bum which runs near the cross of the 
said town on the east parts, and the highway and 
ditch that goes toward Echline on the south parts, 
and the rivolute running from the town of Echline 
U> the sea on the west, and the sea on the north 
Murts; as also another charter, by Archibald Dun- 
as of Dundas, (afterwards Sir Archibald,) dated 
9d June 1455, giving, granting, and confirming to 
od and the Virgine Mary, and to the prior and 
hole brethren of the Canuelite church of the 
town of Queensferry, of an annual rent of fire 
pounds Scots, to be uplifted and taken at two terms 
in the year, Whitsunday and Martinmas, by equal 
portions, furth of all and whole his lands of Dun- 
das, Echline. and Queensferry, and yearly rents due 
to him out of the Queensferry, which confirma- 
tion is dated Ist October 1457. 

Charter of confirmation, by King James the Se- 
cond, of another charter by said James Dundas, 
dated 1st March 1444; and also of another charter, 
dated 22d June 1455, granted by Archibald Dun- 
das. This charter of confirmation is dated 5th No- 
Tember 1459. 

Charter by John Ramsay of Culethy, to the prior 
and brethren of the Carmelite friars of Queens- 
ferry, of two annual rents, the one of eight shillings 
Seots^ upliftable furth of the land possessed by John 
TumbuU, buigess of the ferry, and the other of 
seven shillings, money foresaid, furth of the lands 
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possessed hj G^x^e Paimer>lM>th lying in Queens- 
ferry, dated 20th May 1474. 

Tack by Robert Dalrymple, principal of the or- 
der of the Carmelites, to Thomas Greenlaw, bur- 
gess of the Queensferry, of a house and half of a 
yard, lying in the Queensferry, dated 30th October 
H92. 

Charter by John Littlejohn, burgess of Queens- 
ferry, with consent of his spouse, to the blessed 
Virgine Mary, and brethren of the Carmelite 
order, of an yearly annual rent of four shillings 
Soots, furth of his tenement of land lying in the 
ferry, dated 6th May 1495. 

Instrument of resignation by Thomas Greenlaw, 
of a tenement of land and yard, lying in the Queens- 
ferry, in the hands of the prior of the said Carme- 
lites, in favour of James Baron and his spouse, dated 
7th January 1505. 

Charter of resignation by the said prior to the 
said James Baron and his spouse, of the said tene- 
ment and yard, dated 7th January 1505- 

Charter by James Jameson, in Queensferry, to 
the said prior and brethren of the foresaid ordw, 
of an annual rent of five shillings Scots, upUftable 
furth of his tenements of land there, dated S9th 
October 1510, 

Two feu charters, by Thomas Young, prior of 
the Carmelite order of Queensferry, to George 
Dundas of Dundas, and Margaret Boswell, his 
lady, in lifeirent, and Robert Dundas, their fourth 
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soo, in fee, of the foresaid piece ground^ lyin? in 
the Queensferry, with the yard and green, and that 
other piece of ground, both bounded in manner be- 
fore described, and which were disponed by the 
said Sir James Dundas to the said Carmelite breth- 
ren, dated 27th February 156^ 

Instrument of sasine thereon, dated 15th March 
1664. 

Charter of confirmation by Queen Mary, the 
first to them of the foresaid charter, dated 8th 
April 1565. 

' Charter by King James VL to Walter Dundas 
of Diindas, (afterwards Sir Walter) as son and 
heir to George Dundas of Dundas, proceeding upon 
a narrative, that the Lairds of Dundas were the 
principal founders of the place of the Carmelite 
brethren of Queensferry, upon the south side oi 
the water of Forth, and had given the said place 
and the greatest part of the rents thereof, out of 
their own lands, and that the samen had fallen in^ 
to his majesty's hands by the laws and statutes of 
the kingdom ; therefore his majesty, with advice 
of privy council, gave, granted, and disponed, to 
the said Sir Walter Dundas and his . heirs, and 
assignees whatsoever, the heal annualrents, rents, 
feuferms, profits, and duties, which formerly be- 
- longed to the said Carmelite brethren, and their 
said place wherever they are within the kingdom, 
as well of all years and terms bygone, as in all 
time thereafter, together with the kirk of the said 



196 

place and heal bounds, with the steeple and houses 
above the same, and heal pertinents fonnerly be- 
longing to the said brethren and place, to be holden 
by the said Sir Walter and his heirs, of his ma- 
jestie and royal successors for payment of a penny 
Scots upon the ground where the said place was 
built, at Whitsunday yearly, in name of blench 
duty if demanded allenarly, dated 21st February 
1583. 

Precept furth of the chancery for infefdng him 
therein of th^ same date. 

Two instruments of sasine in fieiTOur of the said 
Sir Walter Dundas of the foresaid place, rents and 
others on the foresaid precept, and dated 23d 
March, 1583. 

Act of parliament ratifying the foresaid charter, 
dated 18th December 1585. 

Charter of ratification by the said Ring Jamea 
VL, after his majority and general revocation of 
the foresaid charter and sasine, and of new giving, 
granting, disponing and confirming to the said Sir 
Walter Dundas the samen ; to be holden, and for 
payment as in the former charter, dated 1st Feb- 
ruary 1587. 

Precept forth of the chancery for infefting the 
said Sir Walter therein, of the same date. 

Instrument of sasine thereon, dated SOth March ' 
1587. 

Bond by the baillies and town-council of Queens- 
ferry to the said Sir Walter Dundas, concerning 
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their tolerance of the Carmelite church, dated 27th 
September 1587. 

Obligement by them to the said Sir Walter to 
remove from the said church, when required, 
dated S7th September 1597. 

Disposition by the said Robert Dundas to the 
said Sir Walter Dundas, his brother german, of the 
said piece of ground, which was a part of the pa- 
trimony of the Carmelite friars, and the yard and 
green adjacent thereto, and biggings^ tenents and 
service of free tenents; containing also a right to 
five crofts of land, about the ferrie, and four acres 
of land of Over Skaithmuir, dated 6th February 
1602. 

Charter by the said Robert Dundas to the said 
Sir Walter Dundas, of the said piece of ground, 
yard, green, and biggings, to be holden of himself, 
dated Uth February 1602. 

Another charter by him thereof, to be holden of 
the superior, being the king, dated ilth January 
' 1602. 

Instrument of sasine thereon, dated 12th Febru- 
aiy 1602, registrated in the particular register of 
sasines, kept for the shire of Linlithgow, the 14th 
of that month and year. 

Procuratory by the said Robert Dundas, for 
resigning the foresaid piece of ground, yard, green, 
and biggings in his majesty's hands in favour of 
the said Sir Walter Dundas, dated lOth January 
1609. 



198 

instniment of resignation thereon, dated Ist 

June 1609. 



No. lY. 

LETTERS TO GENERAL HUTTON RELA- 
TIVE TO THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE 
COUNTY OF LINLITHGOW. 



1. 



Queensferry^ 21th November 1788. 

Sir, — Indisposition h^s hitherto prevented me 
answering yoiir esteemed letter ; and I am sorry it 
is still not in my power to do it in so fuU and sar 
tisfactory a manner as I could wish. 

The Carmelite church you mention is adjoining 
the western extremity of this town, as you turn 
up towards Duddingstoun, or down to the Bor- 
Towstownness road, along the shore. It was built 
by the family of Dundas, (who also endowed it,) 
about the year 1330 ; but littie is now known con- 
oeming the original extent of the building, or of 
its reyenues. It is, however, to this day the bury- 
ing-place of that ancient family ; and it is very pro- 
bable any of the records of the church which es- 
caped the flames of religious zeal at the Reforma- 
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tion, hare found their way into the family charter 
chest 

I never heard of the other places you hint at. 
Mr. Dundas desires me to return his best compli- 
ments to you. The late disaster at Duddin^toun 
was at first sight very alarming ; but the loss in 
the end not so great as there was reason to fear. 

Wher^n I can serve you here, freely command 
me ; for I am, with beoonung respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient 

And very humble servant, 
RoBT. Cbapman. 



2. 



Sib, — I received yours, and I give you the fol- 
lowing answers to your several queries :-^ 

Mipnuel Abbey is about half a mile above Lin- 
lithgow Bridge, on the west^de of the river Avon, 
that divides Stirlingshire from Linlithgowshire; 
and it is so near the water, that great encroach- 
ments have been made upon it lately. There was 
a great flood last year about this time, that carried 
away a great part of it, and washed the very bones 
out of the burying-ground, that was contiguous to 
it There is only the wester gavel now standing, 
and pretty entire. William Forbes, Esq. of Cal- 
lander, who lives at Callander House, by Falkirk, 
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is die proprietor, as he purchased the estate that 
belonged to the Earl of Calhuider and Linlithgow. 
He has been making acmie barrier against fotare 
encroachments of the water. I do not know what 
the seal was ; perhaps it may be mentioned in Mr. 
Forbes's writings. Manuel was but a small place; 
but it is said none were admitted into it, but such 
as were of the better wrt. It is a contraction of 
the Hebrew word Emmanuel, which signifies No- 
biscum Deus. 

I went to Linlithgow, to inquire about Magda- 
lene Hospital. It stood about a quarter of a mile 
east from Linlithgow, upon the high road that 
leads to Edinburgh, at the foot of Pilgrim Hill; 
but there are no remains of it The minister of 
Linlithgow told me he had applied to the town- 
clerk to search the records, and I suppose he will 
write you about it. 

As for the Templars, they had great interest in 
this country. They had many houses in Linlith- 
gow ; but Sandilands, Lord Torphichen, who was 
Knight-Templar, disponed them all to the town, 
except three. That Beunily still retains the supe- 
riority of them.* They are near the Cross, and 
possessed by BaiUie Napier, Baillie Kennowie, and 

• What right the Toqphichen fjamily had to sell or retaiaany of 
these houses, is not very apparent, as the family had been for more 
than a century divested of all right to the superiorities of the temple 
lands, which had, for onorous causes, been sold to the founder of 
the Haddington family, the illustrious Sir Thomas Hamilton, Pre- 
sident of the College of Justice. See No. 6 of Appendix . 
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Deacon Lanrie. I have been told Blanuel Nunr 
nery is a century older than Magdalene. This is 
all the information I can give you ; and 
lam. 

Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 
John Bertram. 
Muiravonside, I2th Dec. 1788. 



3. 



Sir, — The order of the Knights. of St John of 
Jerusalem,— -little information can be had of them in ^ 
this country. One of Lord Torphichen's ances- 
tors was preceptor of the order immediately before 
the Reformation. Their records may be found 
among the Knights of Malta. It was a commen- 
darie of the church of Rome. There was an ad- 
Yowson made to the order of Torphichen, in the 
thirteenth century, from the abbey of Cambusken- 
neth, near Stirling, for the better support of the 
knights. The buildings are razed to the founda- 
tion. The quire of the church remains a piece of 
antiquity of the Gothic o|*der; within it, there is 
a stone, used for a lintel upon a door, with this in- 
scription : ^ Gnalterus Lindsay comes et pneceptor 
de Torphichen, 1558. Memento mori." By tra- 
dition, it was a place of refuge/ as appears by a 
stone in the church-yard, with a St. John's cross 
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on the top of it, and other amihir stones placed at 
a Biile*8 distance, north, south, east, and west, two 
of them standing to this day. The situation is 
upon a risings ground, with hills on the east, the 
hill Caimpapall on the south-east, another on the 
north-east, called Cuckhold de 'Roy, ahout four 
miles south of Linlithgow, having an extensive 
prospect to the west and north-west By tradi- 
tion in this parish, there is a cave in a rock, upon 
the south side of Avon water, commonly called 
Wallace Cave, to which he fled after the battle of 
Falkirk. There is the neighbouring parish of 
Muiravonside upon the banks lunrth side of Avon 
water, above one mile west firom Linlithgow, the 
Abbey of Manuel stood, now in ruins, only part of 
a gavel standing. 

Sir,. 
Your most humble and 

Most obedient servant, 
Jambs Paton. 
Tatphichen, 13^ Jan, 1789. 



Caikmder, iltk Apnl 1789. 
SiB,-*-After searching the records respecting 
Emanuel Nunnery, I have been able to make no 
discovery. The papers are not to be found. Pre- 
paration was made to defend the building from the 



encroacbments of the river ; and it ww proposed 
to repttir the walls, and plant trees in the adjoisf- 
ing field. Unfortunately, before the weather would 
permit our operations to begin, a flood carried away 
the east end of the building. I could have rather 
parted with a larger portion of my house. I shall 
hme much pleasure in waiting upon you at Cal- 
lander, if your inquiries shall bring you into this 
part of Scotlamd. 

My absence from home prevented me from re- 
plying earlier to your &your of seventh. 
I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient and most 

humble servant, 
WmaAM Forbes.* 



6. 



West Quarter Housey Uth Oct 1789. 
Dbar Sib,— I am fevoured with your letter of 
the 9th, as I ivas with a former ; and tho' there 
appears a neglect in not writing you, I have not 
been so on tlM) business you mention, tho* not mu> 
eessfoL My own charters have been, from various 
causes, nmch destroyed, and cannot be of any use 

« This gentieman puTchaMd the noUe catates of the Callander 
family, in the county of Stirling. His richet were acquired by hit 
sucoetaful exertions is trade. 
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in your laudable undertaking. Mr. Auchinleck oi 
Oxendean, near Dunse, was here a few days since. 
I mentioned your letter to him. He told me tha^ 
some parts of his lands in Linlithgowshire held of 
Manuel Nunnery, and that he had a charter from 
the nunnery, and that he would be glad to. see you 
at Oxendean, near Dunse. This, perhaps, may 
procure you an impression of the seal. I haTe 
hopes to get farther information, and shall not foil 
to write you before 1st December. Mr. Erskine of 
Marr was to. write you some time ago. 
I am, with regard. 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
A. Livingstone.* 



Sir, — I was favoured with your letter of the 
14th November last, which it has not been in my 
power to answer sooner. * I cannot possibly con- 
ceive how you could imagine I would take any of- 
fence at your appljring to any person for informap- 
tion. In the subject mentioned in your former 
letter, I am very unfit to give you the information 
. you desire, but would be glad could I mention to 

• Sir Alexander Livingstone, Bart, of Wettquarter^ who, bat for 
the forfeiture of the Linlithgow family, would have been sixth 
Earl of Linlithgow, and fifth Earl of Callander. 



you aoy person that could assist you in your re- 
searches. With that view I beg to mention to you 
Dayid Dundas, Esq. of Duddingston, Queensferry, 
who is a man of general knowledge and observation, 
and, in my opinion, is very likely to be of use to you. 
I have been more in the country of late than usual, 
which has^ prevented my writing you sooner. I 
have looked at the inventory of the charter chest 
of Dundas ; the first mention I can find made of 
the Carmelite friars is in a charter of confirmation, 
dated 1st October 1457, granted by Geoige Lord 
Seton» baron of the barony of Winchburgh, of a 
charter granted by James Dundas of Dundas, dated 
6th March 144«0, giving, granting, and confirming 
to God and the Virgine Mary, and brethren of the 
order of the Virgine Mary of Mount Carmelite, and 
their successors, of a piece of ground lyinjg in the 
town of Queensferry, with the pertinents, with the 
yard and green adjacent to the church of the Vir- 
gine Mary, and whole houses built thereon in form 
of a monastrie ; and another piece of ground, par- 
ticuhurly described. This charter also confirms an- 
other charter, dated 22d June 1455, granted by 
Archibald Dundas (afterwards Sir Archibald) to 
God and the ^rgin Mary, and to the prior and 
whole brethren of the Carmelite church of the 
town of Q^ieensferry, of an annual rent of L.5 
Soots, furth of his lands of Dmidas, Eschline, and 
Queensferry. There are several charters of small 
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aonoai rents to the Gvmelite bretfaren. There is 
a charter by Kmg James the Third to Walter Dbb- 
das of Dandas, afterwards Sir Walter, as son and 
heir to Geoi^ Dtuidas of Dimdas, proceeding oa 
a oarratiTe, that the lands of Dondas were the prin- 
cipal foonders of the place of the Carmelite breth- 
ren of Qaeensferrj, and had giren tiie said place, 
and the greatest part of the rents thereof, out of 
their own lands, and that the same had fidksii into 
his majesty's hands by the laws and statntes of the 
kingdome ; therefor his nuyesty, with the advice 
of the privy council, disponed to the said Sir Wal- 
ter Dondas, and his heirs, the whole annnal rents, 
rents, lieu £urms, &c which formerly belonged to 
the said Carmelite brethren, together with the kirk 
of the said place, and whole boonds, with the steeple 
and houses above the same, and whole pertinents 
formerly behmging to the said brethren and place, 
to be holden of his majesty. This charter is dated 
2l8t February 1583, and is ratified by another 
charter after the king^s majority, 1st f ebruaiy 
1587. This charter was also ratified by act of par^ 
liament, dated 18th Deconber 1585. The above 
is all the information I am find from the Dundas 
inventory, and, I am afraid, is too trifling to be of 
any use to you. I must beg you'll pardon my 
being so long of answering your letter ; the truth 
is, I began it more than a month ago, and delayed 
finishing it» in hopes of being able to give you more 
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fioll iiifonnation» which I am s^mry to &d is not in 
my power. 

I am. 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

JnO. DiJNDAS. 

Edinburgh ^th Feb. 1790. 



8. 



Sm, — I received all your letters, and made what 
inquiry I could about the articles you mention. 
The result of my inquiry was so unsatisfactory, 
that I thoug'ht it could be of no importance to you 
in your researches. This made me so indifferent 
that I neglected to answer your letters. I am sen- 
sible it is no sufficient excuse, because I should 
have told you that I could give you no satisfac- 
tion. 

The date and the authors of the Carmelite 
friary are as bishop Keith has told us. This is 
taken for granted here. But as to a charter, a 
conventual seal, or impression of a seal, there is no 
such thing known here. The records of the town 
were all carried off in the time of the usurpation, 
and lodged in Dundee, and are supposed to have 
been carried off by Cromwell with other public 
records to London. 

As to the Hospital of St Mary Magdalene, 
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which appears to have been a small Lazar house 
or infirmary, its situation was at the foot of the 
, rising ground, which you descend a quarter of a 
mile east of the town, and lay on the north side 
of the public road. The rising ground is called to 
this day Pingrim (corruptly for Pilgrim) hill, 
where pilgrims from the west, as tradition goes, 
were wont to assemble and sing anthems, at de- 
parting from and losing sight of their country 
during their pilgrimage ; whether they deposited 
goods in the lazar house to be the property of the 
Hospital, if they should not return, dees not ap- 
pear. Half way between the Hospital and the 
east port of the town, stood Magdalene Cross, 
where the town fiurs were anciently held, down as 
far as I can learn, to near the end of last century. 
No vestige either of the hospital or of the cross 
now remains. 

As to the monastery of Dominicans, I can learn 
nothing, unless monasteries, from the use they 
served of entertaining strangers, were sometimes 
called hospitals. And in that case, perhaps you 
may receive some satisflEustion from the first and 
last article of what follows, which is all that I can 
find in the town records, relating to sacred houses 
which are now no more. 

^ 1630. The schoolhouse removed to the hospi- 
tal house in the Kirkgate. 

1637, An almshouse without the laigh port be- 
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come ruinous is feued to Ro. Balderstone, baxter, 
fen duty 68. 8d. Soots. 

1677, The town-council sell the hospital for 
500 merks to Wm. Litster/' 

The chief person at Torphichen was sometimes 
called prior, and sometimes commendator. This 
house is acknowledged to belong to the order of St. 
John, but when the Templars were abolished, most 
of their lands were given to the order of St. John, 
and at the Reformation, when the lands of the 
religious were secularized, the family of Torphi- 
chen were invested with all the temple lands in 
Scotland, (so tradition goes) none of which that 
hmilj now retains, except what now makes part 
of the £unily estate, and three houses in this town 
opposite the town-house, which still hold of Lord 
Torphichen for payment of a trifle annually. 

As to Emanuel nunnery I can say nothing, save 
that as tradition goes, none but ladies of rank and 
family were admitted into it, that it is totally ef- 
faced, except the east waU, and that in a ruinous 
state, and which the water of Avon every flood 
threatens to carry off. Perhaps Sir Alexander 
Livingstone of West Quarter near Falkirk, who is 
the nearest heir male to the family of Linlithgow, 
might be able to satisfy you on some articles of 
your inquiry. 

I dare say I have now made such amends for my 
obstinate silence, as have sufficiently tired yon. It 
would be very obliging, if you have found any 
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thing wortb oommimicatang, relating to our church 
in the St. Andrews chartuhoy, to give me notice. 
We have none here that can so much as ascertain 
the date of the building. 
I am, 
Sir, 
With all due respect, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Jo. Scotland. 
LifUithgoWy March I6thy 1790. 



9. 



Siity>You are unlucky in a correspondent who is 
not so punctual in his returns as you are, perhaps 
because having less knowledge he has less cfuriosity 
about the subjects of your investigation. I have 
been waiting hitherto in expectation of finding 
something to conununicate worthy your notice, but 
I doubt have found none. I am much obliged to 
you for the contents of both your letters, particu- 
huiy for the copy of EL David's charter, and the 
note assigning the date of the dedication of our 
church to St. Michael, for so I understand the 
words *' dedicata est ecclesia Sancti Michaelis." I 
am not so skilled in the law Latin of these times as to 
know whether these words mean the dedication or 
the.oonsecration of the church. The classical con- . 
struction of the words would lead to the latter 
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sense, and suppose it to haye been a church de- 
signed by St. Michael before it was consecrated. 
But perhaps dedication and consecration are coin- 
' cidenty and as no church had service performed in 
it till it was consecrated, so probably the dedica- 
tion was part of the ceremony of consecration. 

With r^fard to the Carmelite fnan, no Testige 
of the house has been known by any body now 
living, but several people talk of the site and 
boundaries of the garden belonging to it. About 
fifty acres of land were the property of the fnaiy 
lying all around it. It is situated about a quarter of 
a mile on the rising ground south of the town, and 
directly opposite to the church. 

I committed a mistake in my former letter, 1 now 
find that the house called St; Magdalene's was not 
an hospital, but an hospitium, or hosUary for the 
entertainment of travellers, and what renders it an 
object of curiosity is, that it was the first house of 
the kind here, erected by the magistrates in vir- 
tue of the act of James I. of Scotland, obliging all 
boroughs to provide an hostlary at the expense of 
the borough for the accommodation of travellers. 
The hospital appears to have been erected within 
what is now the town itself. 

I am certainly informed that Mr. Spottiswood of 
Spottiswood in the neighbourhood of Kelso, and 
parish of West Struther, has in MS. the fullest ac- 
count of all the religious houses in Scotland, their 
lands and revenues, that is any where to be found 
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and that his son Mr. John Spottiswood, solicitor at 
law in London, has been offering the MS. 3 vols, 
folio, to sale. I forgot to mention, when speaking 
of the Carmelite friars, that their lands were con- 
veyed at the Reformation to the family of the 
Earl of Linlithgow, and upon the forfeiture of that 
fiunily in 1715, the superiority (the property hav- 
ing been feued to several persons by the Earl,) 
passed to the York Building Company, who sold 
it about six or seven years ago to two gentlemen 
in this neighbourhood. 

There is a MS. history of the town of Linlith- 
gow, wrote by Mr. Crawford, author of the Scots 
Peerage that goes by his name.* This MS. was 
wrote in 1737, and left imperfect I find nothing 
in it very curious, except that the quire of the pre- 
sent church, a large and beautiful part of the build- 



* Besides the peerage, Crawford was the author of an account 
of the shire of Renfrew, originally printed in folio, and recently 
republished with additions in quarto. He was son-in-law to James 
Anderson, Esq., the first individual who endeavoured to preserve 
the fast perishing remains of Scottish antiquities, by the paUica- 
tion of the invaluable " Diploma Scotiae." The following account 
of the sale of the Peerage possesses considerable interest. The 
original is in the Library of the Faculty of Advocates. 

Oborox Stuart to Mr. Oborob Crawvord, Debtor. 

To 55 copies of his Peerage of Scotland, 48 whereof 

disposed off as follows: 
^^ cqpies sold at fiill price . L.23 

3G copies disposed off, per receipt at lOs. each 13 

L.35 



> 
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ing was appropriated hy James V. as a cbapel for 
the Knights of the Thistle, where were erected a 
throne for the sovereign, and twelve stalls for the 



Cantn. 
For my pains in difpoeing the 48 copies at Is. per 

shilL .... 

By his receipt, March 23d, 1719 
By his receipt, April 22d, 1719 
By two bills, both dated July 25th, 1719 
By one account owing by him 



April 16th, 1723, for binding the book returned 



The other 7 disposed off as follows : 

1 by receipt for one delivered him for which he got 
both payments 

1 to Mr. Henry Maul \ by his order, without any 

1 to Mr. James Maul /payment. 

ItoKillem 

1 called for by Mrs. Crawford, October S9th, 1719 

1 called for by himself, February 1780 

1 by me unsold 

NB.— Besides the receipt mentioned above, there 
were 15 receipts givei^ to Mr. Crawford alter his 
receipt, March 18th, 1719, and oxt this sixteenth 
day of April 1723, have delivered up 11, per re- 
ceipts more and the copy by me unsold. 

Balance due to Mr. Crawfbfd 1 3 Oi 



Creditor. 

L.9 18 4 
8 7 8 
3 3 
13 16 
5 8 lU 


L.33 13 lU 
3 


L.33 16 lU 



L.35 



I Margt. Andenon, spouse of the above Mr. Gea Crawford, ap- 
prove by virtue of my husband's order to me the above account, 
and having received the above balance of one pound, three shil- 
lings halfpenny sterling, with the aforesaid receipts and bills, and 
abo the above mentioned account disdiarged, I hereby acquit and 
diicharge the said George Stuart and his« of the before written ac^ 
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knights, with their annorial bearings hung over 
the stalls* The throne and stalls were demolished 
at the Reformation. 

I wish I could have been of any service to you 
in your inquiries, but am afraid I can be of none. 
I am obliged to you for your communication about 
the register in the Laigh Parliament House, but 
will not now put you to any troublenn conveying 
particulars. Wishing you all success in your 
laudable prospects, 

I remain. 

Sir, 
Your obliged humble servant, 
Jo. Scot£and. 
Linlithgow, June Sth, 1790. 



count, and of all demands by my said husband from him upon 
any grounds whataomever, preceding these preeentSt which are 
signed at Edinburgh, the 10th day (rf, April 1789* before these wit- 
nesses. Mr. James Anderson, Writer to the Signet thereof, and 
Arch. Smith, his Servt. 

(Signed) Jas. Anderson, witness. 
Arch. Smith, witness. 

(Signed) Margt Anderson. 

Crawford seems, to have been throughout ii£e in straitened cir- 
cumstances. His letters, several of which are preserved in the libra 
ries of the Faculty of Advocates, and of James Maidment, Esq., Ad - 
vocate, are generally written in the most desponding style, and 
are filled with complaints of want of patronge and undeserved 
neglect . 
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No. V. 

NOTICE RELATIVE TO MR. JAMES KIRK- 
WOOD, SCHOOLMASTER AT LINLITH- 
GOW. 

Besidbs the Granunar which, as mentioned in the 
text» tliis indiyidual had heen induced to publish, 
he also printed a little work upon rhetoric, the se- 
oond edition of which bears the following title : 

^ Rhetoricae Compendium, cui subjicitur de Ana- 
lysi Tractatuncula. Authore Jacobo Kirkwood, 
Dumbarensi. Editio secunda, Priore castagatior ; 
multoque condmnior. Frustra sit per plura quod 
asque commode fieri potest per pauciora. Edinburgi. 
Ex officina Georgii Mosman, 1696." 12mo. It is 
dedicated to the Earl of Roxburgh, and the dedi- 
cation is extremely curious, so much so, that the 
oommenoement of it is worth preserving, the more 
especially as the book is of uncommon occurrence : 
(* Multis certe nominibus summoque jure sub tuae 
Celsitudinis clientela in publicum prodit hie libellus, 
Comes Ulustrissime Nobilissime. Omitto, quod sub 
majoribus tuis amplissimis, clarissimisque Viris 
mei qoalesy quales fnerint per multos retro annos 
tntam, et tranquiUam semper transigebant yitam: et 
ad huno usque diem omnesfere percognati et affines 
mei Dnmbari autcircum circa sub tuoipsius presidio 
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degunt Non omittendom tamen quod hujns, in 
quo ipse dego si non urbe^ yico saltern omnium in 
Scotia longpe celeberrimo et cui sum pnepositus 
scholiB patronus sis munificentissimus. Nee urbis 
tantum sed totius fere Teviotae regionis inoobe te 
son tanquam suum regulum sed tantum non regem 
agnoscunt et colunt. Tui ad hunc locum vel ad- 
Yentus fiima singulos suis excitat sedibus . Undique 
gratulatum concummt ad tuos se pedes projiden- 
tes yenerabundi. Et hae licet dedicationis causae 
non interoederent ipsa res flagitat et exoptat" 

In order to prevent piracy, Kirkwood applied to 
the Lords of the Priyy Council to have the exclu- 
sive privilege of printing and publishing his Oi'am- 
mar and Rhetoric. Accordingly the following de* 
liverance in his favour was obtained : 

At Edinburgh the third day of 
December, 1695. 
Anent the petition given in to the Lords of his 
Migesty's privy council by Ma8TE& James Kibk- 
WOOD, Schoolmaster of Kelso, shewing that, when 
the petitioner has with great pains framed a new 
GnAMMiiR entitled Grammatica Despauteriana cum 
nova novi generis glossy wherein all superfluities 
are rescinded, defects supplied, abstrusities cleared, 
errors corrected, and the method amended. As 
also he has emitted a second edition of his Rbs- 
TORiCK, being very much refined to the advantage, 
both which books have been seen by. very know- - 
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ingf persons, and approyed by them. And being 
now resolved to publish these two books, which 
will stand the petitioner a great deal of expenses, 
but will prove very useful and of publick advan- 
tage to the nation. And therefore humbly crav- 
ing to the effect under written, as the said petition 
bears. The said Lords of his Majesty's privy 
council having considered the above petition, they 
hereby give and grant to the petitioner the sole, 
and only privilege of printing, publishing, import- 
ing, or selling of a new grammar called Gram- 

MATICA DeSPAUTERIANA CUM NOVA NOV! GENERIS 

GLOSS A, and a second edition of his Rhetorick, 
and discharges all printers, stationers, merchants, 
and others whomsoever, to print, reprint, import, 
sell or disperse within this kingdom, any of the 
said two books above mentioned, for the space of 
nineteen years after the publishing thereof, with- 
out the licence of the said Mr. Jabies Kirkwood, 
his heirs, or assignees, under the penalty of two 
thousand merks Scots, to be payed by each con- 
travener, the one^half thereof for his Majesty's 
use, and the other half to the said Master James, 
or his foresaids, besides the confiscation 'of the 
books so printed, imported, sold, or disperst, and 
milking up what loss and damage the said Master 
James, and his foresaids, may sustain thereby. 
Extracted by me 
Sic subscribitur, Gilb. Eltot, 
Cleriais Secreti Condlii. 
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No. VI. 

ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSMISSION OF 
THE UNITED ESTATES OF THE 
TEMPLARS AND HOSPITALLERS, 
AFTER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE 
ORDER IN THE REIGN OF QUEEN 
MARY.^ 

At the time of the Reformation, Sir James 
Sandilands of Calder, Lord St. John, had sufficient 
credit and interest with Queen Mary to obtain a 
grant in feu farm of the possessions of the Tem- 
plars and Hospitallei's. As last preceptor of the 
order of the Knights Hospitallers, he had some 
claim for favour, and this claim was strengthened 
by his having been employed in various state mat- 
ters, and in particular by his having been chosen 
ambassador to foreign states upon two or three 
occasions; these considerations, however, it would 
seem would not of themselves have insured suo- 
c'ess, had it not been that they were backed by the 
offer of a large pecuniary advance, to relieve her 
majesty's urgent necessities, and by an agreement 
that an adequate feu duty should further be paid. 

Accordingly, Sir James paid down ten thousand 



« These remarks are chiefly derived ttom a very scarce work 
of which only twenty-four copies were privately printed, entitled 
« Templaria," 4to. Edinburgh, l(l89-a(t. 
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crowns of the sun, a larg;e sum in those dajrs, (the 
greater part of which he had been oblifped to bor- 
row from an Italian, of the name of Cume(^,) and' 
he thereupon obtained a crown charter of the whole 
subjects, burdened with a yearly feu duty of five 
hundred merks. This grant comprehended pro- 
perties of large value, including several baronies,' 
the patronage of a variety of churches, and the 
whole lands vulgarly denominated, ** terrm tern- 
plaruB*' throughout the realm of Scotland. The 
title of Lord St. John (the peerage attachable to 
the Preceptorshtp of Torphichen) was exchanged 
for that of Lord Torphichen. 

The raising of so mnch money embarrassed 
Lord Torphichen, and he was compelled to part 
with some of the larger baronies ; but he took care 
to burden these alienations with a portion of the 
feu duty corresponding to their value. The terrtB 
templaria and church patronages were retained by 
him, and remained with him till his death. 

He was succeeded by James, second Lord Tor- 
phichen, who upon the 9th November 1599, con- 
veyed the whole Temple and Hospital lands, under 
the exceptions to be immediately noticed, to Mr. 
Robert Williamson, Writer, and James Tenant of 
Linhouse, equally between them. In the year 1 604 
Tenant assigned his moiety of the temple hinds to 
Williamson, and these different sales were ratified 
by act of parliament 1606, c. 82. Williamson then 
obtained a charter under the great seal, of this large 



estate, wbioh he got eroded uitq a tenindry, call- 
eil the tenandry of the temi^ huidt, and unfeftntent 
paseed in hia favour. 

Wmiamson thus represented the aadent pre- 
eeptora, in all their estates, exc^t the following, 
which not having heen comprehended under the 
qale, were specially enumerated in his tnfeft- 
ment. << Exceptis tamen terris et baroniis de Tor- 
phichen et Liston jacen. infra viceoomitatus de 
Edinbui^. et Linlithgow respeotiTd, terns et har- 
onia de Denny, jacen infra nostrum vioecomitatum 
de Striviling : terris et baronia de Thankertown 
jacen infra nostrum viceoomitatum de Lanark : 
terris et baronia de Balintrodo jacen infra nostrum 
vioecomitatum de Edinburg. terris et baronia de 
Mary Culter, jacen infra nostrum viceoomitatum 
de Kincardine: terris et baronia de Stennop> jacen 
infra nostrum vicecomitatum de Peeblis: terris de 
Paistoun et Templehall, jacen infra nostrum vi- 
cecomitatum de Edinburg: Templehirst et una 
terra Templana in Corstorphing, Halkerstown, Ry- 
law-knoWy CSastletown, jacen infra nostrum Tiee* 
comitatum de Edinburg; Snypis et Deneside, ja- 
cen infra nostrum vicecomitatum de Edinbui^ : 
Harberstoun, jacen infra nostrum vicecomitatum 
de Edinburg : terra templaria in Creighton domino 
Trabrown spectand, lie Tempilhouse, per domi* 
num de Lamingtewn possess : terris Templaziia de 
Langton, Harperrig et terris TenqDlariis de Kirk- 
newtott^ jaoen infra vicecomitatum de Edinburg." 
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Mr. Williamson sold the tenaadry of the temple 
lands to Sir Thomas HamUton^ afterwards Earl of 
Melrose and Haddin^n, and Lord President of 
the Court of Session. This nobleman obtained a 
new charter from the Crown, erecting the lands so 
acquired into a barony^ called the barony of Drem. 
The charter, together with the infeftment thereof, 
was ratified by act of parliament 1614, c. 45. It 
will be remarked, that the rights transferred to 
Lord Haddington were principally those of supe- 
riority, as the preceptors of the order bad, from 
time to time, feued out the greater part of their 
lands, with the double object of providing for their 
dependants, and at the same time securing a suffi- 
cient rental 

The estate of Torphichen, properly so^ called, 
which had not been included in the sale, and which 
still remains in the possession of the noible fiimily 
which derives its title therefirom^ was the only part 
of the temple possessions in the county of Linlith- 
gow (with the exception of Ijston) not inchided 
in the sale to Williamson* In a note of charters 
which has be^ preserved, the following euln^s to 
vassals in the county of Linlithgow appear to have 
been giv«a by Lord Haddingtoa : 

Charter to Jaxnes Liotoun, of the temple lan4s 
of Stnu^bvock, Uth August 1615. . i 

Freest to James MacgiU» of the temple lands of 
Balcamey and Quhitebackis, with the patronage 
of the '* chaplanreis foundit and of auld cituat at 
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ye altar of 8an€t Anthone, within tlie parische kirk 
of Linlythgow/' 2d March 1620.* 

Cliarter to John Spens and Geillis Wilson, his 
spouse, of the temple lands of Mylnehope, alias 
Mylnehauch, and Pockrig, 12th May 1620. 

Charter to Robert Forrest, of the temple lands 
in the town and territory of Winoheburgh, 14th 
June 1620. 

Precept to Walter Cornwall, of the temple land 
in Oyer Dechmont, 28th June 1620. 

Charter to John Drummond, of the temple lands 
of Waterston, lying in the town and territory 
thereof, 22d September 1626. 

The barony of Drem remained in the Hadding- 
ton family till Tery nearly the middle of the last 
century, when it was disentailed by act of parlia- 
ment, and sold to the Hon. John Hamilton, second 
son of Thomas Earl of Haddington. Upon the 
passing of the act abolishing heritable jurisdictions, 
Mr. Hamilton claimed the value of the lordship and 
jurisdiction of the barony and regality of Drem," 
and was allowed L.dOO as a suitable compensation. 

Upon the demise of Mr. Hamilton he was suc- 
ceeded by his daughters, Helen Countess of Sel- 
kirk, Catherine Countess of Morton, Mary Lady 
Halkett of Pittferran, and Mn. Margaret Buchan- 
an. These ladies shortly afterwards sold the bar- 
ony of Drem to John Fergusson, Esq. of Stronyar, 

* It it thought that, instead of the Crown, the right of patronage 
of Linlithgow church it really in the person of the Baron of Drem. 
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who conveyed a portion to Robert Hill, Esq., 
W.S. Mr. Fergusson having become bankrupt, the 
more valuable portion of what he had retained 
was acquired by James Maidment, Esq., Advocate ; 
who again transferred his purchase to John B. 
Grade, Esq., W.S. which gentleman having bought 
a great portion of what had been sold to Mr. Hill, 
is now by progress, in right of the barony of 
Drem. 

From the preceding deduction, it is clearly estab- 
lished, that, excepting the lands and barony of Tor- 
phichen, the property and superiority of which pre- 
sently remain in the person of the representative 
of the last Preceptor, and the barony of Liston, now 
belonging chiefly to Mr. Hog of Newliston, the re- 
maining superiorities in Linlithgowshire are vested 
in those in right of Williamson, which makes it 
appear somewhat extraordinary, (supposing the 
information to be correct) that the Torphichen * 
family should have after the sale entered vassals in 
the town of Linlithgow. 
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